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5n the belt ugder the circumstances. In 
the well, in my opinion, lies tip clew 
to the mystery.”

"Ah,” said Sir Charles; "the well— 
that's It! We muet get at that‘s

“But how?” asked Mr. Reeves, with 
a deep sigh. "We can not take posses
sion of it with spade and picks; the 
steward or the gardener would pre
vent us. An action for trespass would 

lie.”
“Can it not be done at pight-— 

secretly r asked Sir Charles. “I am 
a strong man could dig it otit before 

. ! the morning.”

The lawyer shook his head.
‘that would pot do.
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pound, wd I am much ÎTpaUct *11 the time, 
ft Je bsfers. I renom- 
Compound to my «ends atitstfc“Ne,” be said 

I They would sss the lights from the 
lodge or bear the dick of tbs ends* 
Before you had been at work five min
utes we should be discovered. No; that 
will not do...Yet we muet get at it by 
some means. Let us think.”

And he put his hand to hie fore
head.

The two sat quite silent; they knew 
how keen the brain of the old man 
was, and were patient 

Presently he looked up.
“I have it,” he said, and, they notic

ed that the sad expression of hts face 
had given way to a keen, acute look, 
that showed he was interested in the 
pursuit, and had become reconciled 
to it—"I have it. You are still believed 
to be Reginald Dartmouth’s friend— 
nay, do not shrink; cunning must be 
met by cunning! You can not hut be 
sensible that you are^dealing with a 
rogue and not a gentleman, Sir Char
les! I say you are still believed to bè 
his friend. If I remember rightly you 
had the planting out of the race
course; it was a pity that you did It 
so admirably, for your own sake," and 
he glanced at hie now healed arm, 
then continued : “The steward and the 
gardener are fully aware of that" 

"The gardener Is quite manage
able," said Sir Charles.

"Just so," resumed the 
"your plan must be this: T1

-for no time must be lost—vou
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when Rebecca bad finished he slowly 
and 'cslmly mused over what he had 

written.
Of oouree, Rebecca had concealed 

nothing.
She had even spoken of bar liking 

for Hugh Darrell and assigned his 
quarrel and subsequent dismissal 
from the Hall to Its baleful cause.

She could speak of It now with 
scarcely a blush, for It had long ago 
vanished and disappeared.

All that was past. If Hugh Darrell 
could re-appear to-morrow and ask 
her for Its resurrection It would not 
leave its grave again. It was dead, and 
a glow of Inward light and satisfac
tion thrilled Sir Charles as he heard 
her declare It

.Mr.. Reeves mused for some minutes, 
then he looked up and, with a pain
ful mixture of sadness and sternness 
in his tones, said:

“You are right; there is at least the 
suspicion of foul play.”
' “I know It!" exclaimed Rebecca, 
turning pale and clasping her hands. 
-T knew It all through, yet you can 
not imagine how painful the words 
sound coming from you, who are not 
likely tp be deceived.”

The old lawyer shook hie head.
“I am an old man," he eaid, "and not 

far from the grave; Sir Charles, Miss 
Goodman, at this moment I fervently 
wish I had already reached It It is a 
hard fate for me, having served the 
Dale for a life-time loyally and faith
fully, to be cbmpelled to bring dis
grace upon its threshold."

“Nay!” said Rebecca, warmly. “You 
serve it still! Remember that for all 
we know poor Hugh or Grace is still 
alive; which Is better, to leave them 
wronged and injured, or restore them, 
though in so doing you bring one of 
their race to Justice?"

He nodded.
"Have you any reason for supposing 

either of them alive?"
■ “N-o,” she said; "excepting the 

slight one these anonymous notes may 
give.”

He bent his brows and examined 
the documents carefully.

“You can not trace any likeness In 
the handwrltting to Hugh Darrell’s r

“Nor any one else's,” she said. "I 
have spent hours in attempting to find 
seme familiar letter or word, but 
without success. Sometimes I have 
fancied, bat fancied only, that they 
might have been written by Grace.”

The lawyer looked up and shook 
hie bead.

"No,” be said, "If you are right In 
saying that she believed Hugh Darrell 
to be dead."

“She did, most decidedly," said Re
becca; “often she has spoken of him 
as poor uncle's dead Hugh. Besides, 
these were posted In London; If Grace 
were there she would soon be here. 
She knew that I loved her, and sbs 
would know that Sir Harry is dead. 
There Is nothing to keep her from me 
—nothing, for she knew that Reginald 
Dartmouth tried to snare her for her 
wealth, and would know that now, 
seeing he had got all he wanted, be 
would leave her unmolested.”

“You think he did net love her?” 
asked Mr. Reeves.

‘Tmoossible’ ” was the lnstantane- 
one reply. "Reginald Dartmouth could

What you can not as you would 
achieve

You must perforce accomplish as you 
may.—SHAKESPEARE.

The two men were almost silent 
during their Journey to the Warrep.

Sir Charles,, seemingly fearful of 
losing sight of the old lawyer, sent his 
horse on by the groom and availed 
himself of a seat In Mr. Reeves’s neat 
and comfortable brougham.

The old gentleman sat with his eyes 
bent upon the costly rug that lined the 
floor, with his hand sometimes raised 
to ehield them from the light that un- 
pleasantty pierced through the open 
windows and conceal from his com
panion the evidence of the various 
emotions which troubled his soul.

At last the Warren was reached, 
and Rebecca stood awaiting them in 
the- grand old - drawing-room. She 
shook the. old lawyer’s hand with a, 
grateful emphasis.

“I knew you would not desert me,” 
she said, in a low voice.

"And yet to retrain from deing-eo 
I must needs desert another,” he said, 
shaking his head. “But come, let me 
hear all, If I am to hear anything.”

"You shall hear all,” she said. '
After the three had toyed listlessly 

with the substantial viands upon the 
luncheon table they went into Re
becca’s quiet little room, and there 
phe repeated the story which had so 
horrified Sir Charles. ...

Mr. Reeves proved a very different 
listener, however. 1

During the whole recital—often in
terrupted by Rebecca’s tears—he made 
no sjgn nor uttered a single word. But 
at every Important point he Jotted 
down a memorandum upon bis slip of 
paper, as he had prepared to do in 
his own room with Sir Charles ; and
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A pattern of this illustration mail
ed to any address on receipt of 16c. 
In silver or stamps.

then; few workmen can resist the 
temptation of working side- by side 
with s baronet”

“Then for once my title will be of 
come sendee!” sighed Sir Charles.

Mr. Reeves nodded—he was still 

thinking.
“That is not all. 1 must be on the 

spot—there must he no lack of wit
nesses when whatever is to he found 
comes to light” ^

“Ay,” said* Sir Charles. “How will 

that be managed?”
"Leave It to me,” replied Mr. 

Restes. “We must not fail. One* make 
a fplge step and Reginald Dartmouth 
will get an tabling. Should he do so I 
would give little for our chance of 
success. He |s a rogue—If this evid
ence is trustworthy—but he is a 
cleaver one.”

"I will go,” said Sir Charles, “and 
do my part at once.”

“And I," said Rebecca—’ what can 
I do? Nothing but wait in devouring 
suspense. Oil, how much I hava suffer
ed in these last few years!”

Sir Charles bent his golden head 
over her downcast face.

“Be comforted, Rebecca,” he mur
mured. “We are nearing the crisis
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noon-
must walk round and see the steward. 
Tell him that you have been requested 
by Reginald Dartmouth to see that a 
few alterations are made In the ehrno- 
bery,v Take him with you to the well, 
and while looking round decide—as 
if on the spur of the moment—that 
you will have that dug out, and ask 
hew soon that can be done.”

“He will say a week or two," said 
Sir Charles, shaking his head.

“Without doubt,” said Mr. Reeves, 
cqrtly ; “but you will, of oouree, be 
Impatient ; declare that you would 
like it commenced at once, and, if 
need be, throw off your coat, and. as 
if In Jest, say that you will take a 
turn at It yourself.”

"I see—I see!” exclaimed Sir Char
les.

Mr. Reeves, speaking slowly and 
thoughtfully, went on without notic
ing the interruption :

“You will find the men ready enough
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CHAPTER LXIL 
A DISSEMBLES.

Give thy thoughts no tongue,
Nor any disproportloned thought his 

act.—SHAKESPEARE.

Sir Charles, eager to be at work, 
started for the new Hall within five 
minutes.

Thompson, the gardener, seeing him 
approach, came toward the gate to
meet him.

Poor Sir Charles felt very uncomfor
table, but he nerved himself to the 
unpleasant task by recalling Mr. 
Reeves’s distinction between a gen
tleman and a rogue, and, with a 
cheery rstprn of the gardener’s salut
ation, papsed into the grounds of Dale.

"How are the flowers r* he asked.
"All right, sir, thank you! Can I 

have the honor of making up a few 
for your

"No, thanks," said Sir Charles, 
avoiding his eye. “The fact Is, Thomp
son, I have Just strolled down—I am 
staying at ths Ins—to execute a little 
oommlesion for Captain Dartmouth.”

"Yes, sir.”
“Yes," continued Sir Charles. “By

the way, here you heard from your 
master during the test few direr

“No, sir; not me; I seldom do; 
neither has the steward; he was only 
remarking this morning that he hadn’t 
received any direct orders from Mr. 
Stanfield.” ' . '

“Mr, atanfleld ?” echoed Sir Charles, 
forgetting the ngmeYor the moment 
‘ “Yes, sir; the secretary. He always 
writes, never Captain Dartmouth.”

(To be Continued.)
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