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DRY FARMING METHODS
PRACTISED INALBERTA

Geéorge Harcourt Before Congress in
Billings, Montana, Gives the
Following Address on the $Soil
Culture in Vogue on Albérta
Farms.

George Harcourt, B.8S.A. deputy min-
ister of agrioulture, delivered the fol-
lowing address on ‘“The Importance of
Dry Farming to Alberta,” at the fourth
anpual Dry Farming Congress which
wag held at Billings, Montana. He told
th#” gathering, of, nearly 3,000 .delegates
from all oves; the Western States that
hegeounted it a“great pleasure to have
the: privilege - f addressing the congress
of fhose interestéd in advanced thought
andl practice in _-oil culture. He brought
gréetings TY0nl ohe 6f tHé “youngest pro-
vimtes of the great Dominion to- the
north—Alberta, the last “West of Can-
ad& Mr. Harcourt’s address was as fol-
lows:

“Lying just immediately - north " of
yofrr Republic our two countries
are bound together by many strong and
enduring ties, while the ties of relation-
ship, formed through the many thous-
ards of Canadians who have sought
their fortumes in the land of the Stars
and Stripes and the many returning
theusands of your citizens who are now
vearly seeking homes in the “Last
West” of the land of the Maple Leaf, are
strong, vet I think you will agreée with
me. that gatherings such as this do very
much to foster the bonds of good fel-
lowship and mutual understanding. No
body of intelligent men, such as I see
gathered Here, can meet and discuseday
affgr day, questions of great importance
without Meatning to respect and honor
eafh othér aswell as form life-long
frigndships.

% Value of Canadian Prairies.

%It is hard to understand why the
Cadadian prairies should have lain _so
logg before their value was- recogmized.
It%can only be accounted for on the
grogind that an all-wise Providenee was
h&ing it ‘im ‘reserveifor an expansion
ared for the land-hungry from the over-
crgwded countfies of foday. At any rate
it has remained for the present genera-
tion to develop and appreciate the agri-
cutural value of the immense extent of
prairie land stretching for nearly a
theusand miles from the Red River Val-
ley to the Rocky Mountains. It is true
itgis a land of comparatively light rain-
falf and it is properly classed ‘as a semi-
arfd distriet. It is equally true, how-
evgir, that today the desert visions which
th¥ term semi-arid calls up have long
lost their power to frightem thé: intel-
lié'ont settler. On the contrary it means
a Melightful climate with ample rainfall
ddting the growing season which if pxo-
pefly conserved by sciemtific soil culture
spﬁls suceessful erops.

¥ Rainfall is Slight.

has taken time to.solve

great

the first

hoiples. and .arrive. at general conelu-.

s concerning soil moisture on the
adian prairies. The rainfall varies

ten (10) inches in years of light
fall to as high as nearly thirty (30)
es in years of heavy rains. Even

local situations, “p¢ mean average for
Alberta for 2 pes of thirteen years 1s
ITA7a8hes. 'As ¢..r 60 pef cent."of the
annual precipitation falls during the
months of May, June and July, crop
failures need not be looked for if proper
methods of tillage are followed. Much
of the discouragement met with in the
early settlement of the country was due
to the jgnorance of the settler concern-
ilg soil moisture ‘and the relation -t
hore to successful crop raising. Thesame
is_equally true'of the average new set-
thér today, but’ the aceumulation 'cf
knowledge on tHe subject is now such
that no man need“®emain long in igner-
ance. The early séttlers found ~that
after a few years of continuous .crop
growing the yields were greatly dimin-
ished. They naturally concluded that
the langegequired airesk and resdrted to
summer’ fallowing: whereas the trouble
Wag' gne. of moisture rather than fertil-
ity.-In many instances where the sum-
mer fallowing was done unknowingly 'n
such a way as to comserve moisture the
yields were satisfactory.. In other cases
where it had been done to conserve mois-
ture the results were disappointing
through not doing the right thing at the
right time. In other cases again, par-
ticularly on land containing a very large
amowunt of humus, summer fallowing re-
sulted in the loss of the crop the follow-
ing vear through excessive and prolong-
éd growth. This is particularly true of
the Edmonton district in central “Al-
berta. TIn spite of adverse results, how-
ever, the farmer’s adherent faith in the
efficacionsness of - the summer ‘fallow as
a soil removator was so strong that fhe
‘practice of allowing the land to-lie fal-
Jow.every-few years became general. Tt
was followd blindly without definite
knowledge of why it was done. It was a
common practice in older countries and
it was presumed that it was necessary
here—besides were not the Jews of old
commanded to let the land rest every
seventh year? So.the work went on in
an unthinking way.
Wrong ldea of Humus.

Gradually the idea grew that the soil
needed humus . and conseduently many
farmers allowed a great crop of weeds 10
sap~all,fhe moisture out of the soil be-
fore they plowed it down in the mistak-
»m idpa that they were adding vegetable
matter to the soil and thus improving it.
Others set out to use the summer fallow
as a cleaning method. Where wheat was
grown after wheat continuously “or
years it was soon found that the weeds
gained great headway and that a pro-
perly worked summer fallow with :ts
store of moisture was a good place -o
germtinate and thus destroy many suc-
cessiva ‘crops of weed seeds.

In this way our knowledge of the uses
of a summer fallow has steadily widen-
ed; but it remained for the experimental
stations to give our increasing knowl-
edge the right direction in the evolu-
tion it was undergoing. Particular cre-
dit is due to Mr. Angus McKay the su-
perintendent of the Experimental Farm
at Indidn Head, Saskatchewan, for his

correct thinking and consequent experi-|

mental work on the summer fallow.
Realizing from his meteorological re-
cords that-the rainfall was much lower
than he had expected he adopted the
plan of summer fallowing -every altern-
ate year, thus s€qumulafing. the; rain-
fall of @ne y id add to thaf of the
vear the®crop*™Was growingd In this ‘way
his yields of grain greatly increased. He
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wheat per acre-and 75 to 120 bushels of
oats;  while his’ neighbors were obtaining
only from 15 to 25"bushels of wheat and
25 to 40 of oats. Adding together their
yields for both years he was still ahead
of them and had only oneecrop tohandle.

years has been fairly well followéd only
a great majority of farmers think one
year in three often enough to fallow.

Value of Summer Fallowing.

This plan of ¢ summer fallowing has
been of inestimable value to Western

stitutes a properly worked fallow to at

ture, the necessity for doimg so or the
impoztance of it; neither have they. : e-
alized_ the inherent value of a properly
worked fallow for weed destructic
fact is that too many go through the
process of summer fallowing without

they are doing it.
The farmers in’ Southern Alberta made

question when they came to study dry
farming methods.
services of Mr. H. W. Campbell, of Lin-
coln, Nebraska, to hold a series of meet-
ings in the Province.

two years in succession. His talks on

to do. So muoch so is this true that I

treme south of

the Province Provided

from an uncertainty to a ceftainty
only temporary

their owners had *made a little money

loving and home. making Anglo-Saxon
can obtain, 4
A Demonstration Station.

To further extend the knowledge »b-
tainable of dry farming metheds the
Government have arranged with Mr. H.
W. Campbell to establish a demonstra-
tion station in the Provinee at Medicine
Hat where his work in_scientific soil cul-
ture may serve as a permanent object
lesson of what can be accomplished and
a constant incentive to excel.

Our knowledge then of _the proper

the poorly worked summer fallow  to
scientific tillage, done in a certain man-
ner with a definite object in view. The
writer has long held that the conserva-
tion of moisture was the most important
question that ‘the farmeérs of
had to study. Once this is mastered
crop rotation, destruction of
weeds and kindred questions all fall
[into Tine of their own actord. Once the
principals of soil culture ag .they apply

lappear to:bg,limited only by the faith-

jfulness with which they are applied.

Canada, but it is weak in that too many
farmers have loose ideas as to what con-

all adequate conserve the moisture. The

fact is that few of them have got the[tRe. trees the soil is much more reten-
right ided about conserving the. meis-

«The

'knowing” what they are doing or why

a great step in advance in their concep-
tion and understanding of this moisture

The Government of
Alberta were successful in' securing the

This he has done

the importance of soil moisture and his
advocacy of the sub-surface' packer 'us
a means of securing a greater retention
of moisture, have been the means of put-
ting farmers in possession of a more in-
telligent idea of what is the right thing

have heard farmers say . that farming
was no longer an uncertainty in the ex-

proper sttention were paid to securing a
store of moisture in the soil/This passing

means that instead of thé farms being
stopping places until

they are now becoming permanent owf-
ers with all the comforts that the home

methods of soil culture has steadily ad-| the father of
vanced from fhé haphazard methods of

Alberta

noxious

fto semi-a¥id c¢ountries afe gragped and®livray, who
Etheir application, understood THe returns

was_able to secure up to 50 bushels of Under an indifferent ;PDlicaﬁon'of these

principles’ Alberta farmers have had no
trouble . in, obtaining forty and fifty
bushels ‘of wheat both spring and win-
ter and even over sixty bushels have
been. obtained.. With move intelligent
cultivation the Alberta dry farmer al-

His plan of summer fallowing alternatejways has the goal of still higher yields

befére him.
Central Alberta Farming.

- What T have said so far has particular
reférence to the extreme southern por-
tion of the Province .which is almost
wholly open prairie.. Central Alberta ‘s
a park country ‘and the soil contains a
véry large ampunt of humus. Owing o
the “presence of this humus and to -the
ameliorating influence on the climate «f

tive of mepisture and consequently the
necessity of following closely the prin-
ciplesiof diy: farming are: hot -so neces-
sary. ‘While there is.practically no ap-
preciable differénce in‘rainfall the farm-
ers of Central Alberta will find it ‘o
their advantage to pay censiderable to
dry farming principles.

In closing let me wish the Dry Farm-
ing Congress God speed. It has already
spread the gospel of scientific soil "cul-
ture through many states and countries
and it is receiving cateful consideration
at the hands of farmers in humid dis-
tricts. It is not that the principles’ are
new or different from  those many of
us have studied under humid conditions,
but the dry farmer has pushed the ap-
plication of ‘them a step or two further
toward their logical conclusion. In the

fection in the application of the prin-
ciples of dry farming and in a deeper
«study of these - prihciples I wish the
members of this Congress every success.

CHARGED WITH

INFANTICIDE

Frances Beaverstock - Must Answzr
Charge of Muredring Baby.

Belleville, .Ont., Nov. 9.—Frances
Beaverstock, the woman arrested’ ‘n
Tyendinaga  township.  on: Friday
charged with infanticide will appear
before, the magistrate. on Monday.
she is 30 years of age and of four
children born to hér only one is alive,
a. six-year-old boy, who talks and
chews tobacco like an old man. The
woman herself appears to be a de-
generate. She admits having given
birth to a child last July in the woods
which she buried at once. Her moth-
er says she saw another baby that
had apparently been choked to death.
The family have lived in a slovenly
way in a rudely constructed shanty
about ten years. About ten years ago
the accused served a
prison sentence for incest. -

Doyle to Oppose Ross.

Ilsa Oraig, Nov. 9.—The Conserva-
tive convention held here to choose
a candidate to ,contest the.riding of
North Middlesex on acgount -of
resignation of W. 8. Colvert, was at-
tended by 300. The nominees of the
conventien were.- Mayor Pope, of
Strathroy and J. W. Doxle, of McGil-
was gefeated in the last

Domintost electigh. . Doyle was the
choice of the'firsfg ballot. 'The choice

was made unanithous®

the

pursuit of the atthinment of greater per-

‘GAS WELL AT PELICAN !
ISONCE MORE ABLAZE

Gas Was Ignited and Explosion Blew
Off the Cap—Sudden Death of
Prospector en Route to the urande
Prairie—Ice Running on the Ath-
abaska River, g

Athabasca Landing, Nov. 6.—Word

-
was brought to the yillage onr Mtnday
by J. Bird that the gas well,at Peli-
can is again burning. This well was
recently cepped by the provincial
government, but a leakage was. found
by some. parties,” who lit the ' ghs.
The result was an explosion, blowing
the cap off.

Last Friday evening a number of
young people of the village and dis-
trict spent a very.pleasant evening
at the residence of Mr. and Mrs. J.
Keith. Dancing was indulged in for
some hours, when refreshments were
gserved. All voted Mrs. Keith a very
successful hostess.

The death occurred at the Saecred
Heart hospital here Wednesday of
Mr. Bamson, from spinal meningitis.
Mr. Samson, in company with two
partners passed through the village
three weeks ago for Grande Pra’rie.
Before reaching Moose River he
showed signs of illness and the party
stopped for some . days. As “Mr.
Samson showed no signs of improve-
ment he came down with the mail
boat, arriving here Sunday and was
taken to the hospital, where every-
thing possible was done for him, but
with no avail. The R.N.W.M.P. are
awaiting instructions from his broth-
er at Carstairs regarding the burial.

F. H. Pollitt returned yesterday
from Tofield where he has been en-
gaged the past six weeks on the G.
T.P. construction with - the Lilley
grading outfit.

Jas. Spencer of Lac la Biche, mana-
ger of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s
post there, was in the.village a few
days the past week.

J. Russell, 8. Emerson and L. R.
Morton leave tomorrow for Edmonton.

J. Seber has leased the building of
Geo. Hess on Lichfield Avenue, and
will open the pool room in a few
days. The second storey will be con-
verted into a restaurant. . Mr. Seber
is well known in the district and will
undoubtedly make a success of his
business.

H. Roberts of Grande Prairie was
in the village the past week.

The weight scales the village coun-
cil intended installing the past sum-
mer have not yet come to hand.. It
looks as though the hay will again
be sold by the-load this winter, the
most unsatigfactory * possinle.

Commenecing the first of this month
the publi¢c school will open for the
winter at 9.30 a.m. and 1 p.m. This
is. to allow the children {from the
country to arrive on time during the
cold weather

Miss- Etheél McKernan is spending
a few holidays in.Edmonton.

For the first time this season ‘ice

e

: 3 : |
was. flowing in the Athabasca River,

Monday.

I. Gagnon is wearing a broad smile
these days. It is a girl.

W. L. Wood .and niece, Miss Young
returned last night from their holi-
day in Edmonton and B. C. points.

W. Mackenzie, chief inspector of
the Hudson’s Bay Company, arrived
in the village last Saturday from n
inspection trip. to Grouaxd. After
spending a few,days here he proceed-
ed to Lac la Biche, accompanied by
Mr. J. Spencer.

Mrs. (Col.) Banders and daughter
arrived in the village last night, fol-
lowing Col. Banders who has been
here the past two weeks. They have
taken up their residence on Skinner
street.

Jos. Larose of Larose & Bell, Ed-
manton, was in the village a few days
this week:

UNIQUE NAVAL GRAFTING.

German Officers Had Scheme to Palm
Obsolete Ships on Navy.

Berlin, Nov.
naval graft at the trial in progress at
Kiel ths week have caused a sensation
in Germany, the public' finding it
dlifficult to realize guch conditions
were possible in one of the foremost
branches of the government service.
The Imperial dockyard at Kiel em-
ploys 8,000 men and is a gigantic in-
dustrial undertaking, which was’ pre-
sumed to be managed on striet busi-
ness principles. The trial has brought
out that the arrangements of the
authorities for disposing of obsolete
ships and the immense accumulations
of steel, brass and other materials,
which are sold every year, were such
as to admit of unlimited fraud.

According to the testimony mot only
have these materials been
favored buyers without calling for
public bids, but in some instances
they  have been transirred without
official appraisement and afterwards
sold back to the government as new.

Public uneasiness has been height-
ened by the statement of one of the
officials, who declares that the
ayrds authorities consider it
duty to build an efficient navy and
not to worry over mere business de-
tails,

The trial is expected to continue all
week and the public is waiting in sus-
pense to ascertain whether mere negli-
gence or corruption is responsible for
the scandal.

One of the disclosures which have
made the Kiel case sensational was
that by Clerk Reinkens, yesterday,
when he testified that Lieutenant
Commander Haase, who Tecently
committed suicide at Cuxhaven, was
concerned in the scandal. He said
Haase. persuaded him to notify Frank-
enthal, one of the accused merchants,
of a -forthcoming auction of gutta
percha at the Cuxhaven artillery-de
pot. Haase’s suicide, which ws con-
sidered mysterious, is supposed to be
explained by this evidence.

sold to

dock-
théir

To Reduce Hotel Licenses.

Brockville, Nov. 9—It  is proposed
here to reduece hotel licenses from mine
to six.

———

l

SASK. CONVENTIONyCLOSES.

Resciution Passed in Favor of an
Easter Convention,

Moose Jaw, Nov. 6—At th
ing sesion of the Provincial E(
tional convention this atternoon 1
following officers were elected - Hon.
president,  Hon. John J. A. Calder,
minister of education; hon. vice-pre-
sident, Deputy Minister of  Kdu
tion D. P. McColl, and J. W. 8
president, Hector Lang, Regina:
vice- dent, Sheriff Neil
Alberta; second vice-pre
Irvine, Saskatoon; secretary-t

N. McMurchy. - In the ele
section Mr. Brown, Regina, w:
ed chairman and Mr. Holliston
katoon, secretary.

The . following
much discu

resolution led
ion, but was eventua
adopted: “This board of sub-exan.
iners recommend to the Provi
Educational association that
ditional convention ‘be held at

aand that representations be mad

. : K .|the department of education secelkine
7.—Disclosures of |

to secure four days immediately
lowing E + Monday for
pose of this convention.”

SHIP’S MASTER SUSPENDED.
Glasgow, Nov. 8—The B
Trade enquiry into_ the
Allan liner Ldurentian, off ¢
Race in September, was concluded,
when the court suspended
Henry Imries’ certificate fo:
months. The judgment stated
loss of the vessel was du
master altering her course towa
land, which direction i1t was carri
by an unanticipated ‘current,
continuing her full speed thou;
fog became very dense.

SOCIALISTS SUFFER DFFEAT.

In ‘Municipal Elections. in England—
Labor Candidates Also Go Under
London, Nov. 1.—Municipal elec-

tions were held through iingiand to-
day. So far as Tvan be judged fron
the incomplete returns received, they
are not likely to furnish any in-
dication of the country’s attitude to-
ward the two great political partics,
politics having in recent years litt]
influence in munieipal affairs.

On the oth hand, Socialism
become one of the crucial questic:
in such contests and the most 210t
worthy feature in today’s contes!
was the defeat of the Socialist
Laborite candidates, which in ma
places was overwhelming even wh
there is a working c¢lass population

In some cases the Socialists heid
their own, but in euch important
electorates as Liverpool, = Coveniry,
Huddersfield, Preston, Rochdale,
Macclesfield and Bradford, they wert
defeated.

Dinah Felix Dead.

Nov. 1—Dinah Felix
actress, Rachel’s youngest
dead. She was born in 1337.

Paris,

sister,

Burial of Japanese Prince.
Tokio, Nov. -3.—Prince - Ito
buried today with great honor.

was

iIs the time to settle the clothing question, at Gariepy & Lessard’s.

Do AT R AT T A T

We have cut

down the price on every suit in the store so low that it is really a disgrace to the
quality of the goods.
Gentlemen, you may have had saving opportunities, but never on thoroughly reliable

suits'as now. The following list of values are at your approval just now at Gariepy &
Lessard’s store.

Men’s Suits, Scotch Tweeds

‘Regular $13.00, now
‘Regular $17.50, now

$11.50

Regu
Regu

Men’s Worsted Suits_

lar $12.00, now
lar $25.00, now

— = e —

$7.50
$14.00

MEN’S OVERCOATS, regular $12.50, now o
MEN’S FINE DRESS OVERCOATS, regular $35.00, now
MEN’S IRISH FRIEZE OVERCOATS, regular $9.50, now

$25.00

—
4

Yes, they must go, and go now.

$7.50
“$21.98
$5.50

$25.00

been redu

Every Fur a

All Furs and
Reductions

CHILDREN’S
GLOVES, regular

MEN’S .HEAVY

NEW PRAIR
WEST -O
Surveyor McM
Country Forty

North—Each
Councillors

lan Repor

In Gold, FREE

- Witheach $1-00 pur-
chase you will_be pre-
sented with a ticket
which will- entitle. you
to a chanée on-$25.00
in gold. :

In Gold, FREE

With each $1.00 pur-
chase you will be pre-
sented with a ticket
which will entitle you
to a chance on $25.00
in gold.

s s —————"

IEPY & LESSARD

LEWIS BROS. & CO. in charge.

The Entire Stock is a Glow of Glittering Bargains.
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