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leave, passing a horseshoe on t^O h^n,; on all his books and do 
road, being in the same platoon ftS Mothers begin to have a 
one's brother or father, speaking significance for soldiers. T® I 
one's regimental number in the WJ****®* a hpUet or, shell ni|l|V 
trenches or being a determined sou- number and tS? that bullet ^îrimaï 

venir hunter—these were the prin- fa the one designed tor that parti­
cipai superstitions pt soldiers Itt eular soldier is only a short gtep. &
France. And superstition, even to Î?®?1?6® *rim fate 80 ^hmglhgr 
the supposedly hard-headed young at a 8heI1 with hls numb®* Oh it

business men who Joined up be­
came, after a few days in the line, 
just as much a part of a soldier's 
equipment as his rifle. The super­
stition was not the blind and terrified 
sort observed by savages. It was 
good-humored, even cynical ; but was 
rigidly observed nevertheless.

Matches were often, nay, usually 
scarce among the fightin' troops. And 
soldiers smoke gregariously. That 
Is, when one soldier pulls out a 
packet of cigarettes, however stealth­
ily, at least two or three of his com­
rades discover the act and share a 
smoke with the owner. Then the 
match is lit. Even if the lighter of 
the match is not superstitious, and 
attempts to give a light to a third 
man, some one of the party is bound 
to bend forward sharply .and blow 
it out. %

The legends of death andrcaiamity 
following the unlucky third man on 
a match are as numerous as there 
were troops in France. Every man 
has a story to illustrate the dire con­
sequence of that breach of a malign 
fate’s decree. And strangely enough, 
many actual examples are available.
The soldier, of course, in a w^r 
where death comes screaming and 
rushing through the air, blindly 
striking out for victims and so often 
blindly catching them, comes to be­
lieve in a peculiar sort of spirit, a 
fate with a sense of humor perverted 
by too much handling of human life.
The soldier sees around him every 
day death under so many queer and 
shocking circumstances and so many 
fine and lovable men getting killed, 
that gradually he comes to sort oui 
the deaths of the splendid fellows 
as evidences of the mocking gestures 
of that sardonic fate. Hence, the 
superstitions, which are a sort of 
offering from the war-stained human 
mind to the malign spirit.

The writer sat at the foot of a 
dug-out stairway, on the Ecurie 
front. Up at the top, the morning 
sun shone, and a sentry whistled and 
hummed to himself. Two signallers 
sat on the stairway repairing a tele­
phone box. A man came along the 
dugout and ascended the stairway.
As he passed the signallers, one of 
them was in the act of passing his 
chum a cigarette. The man who was 
ascending stopped with a “What ho!N 
and helped himself to a cigarette.
The second signaller lit a match, and 
before thinking, all three lit up from 
it, and the man who was ascending 
lighting his last.

The signallèr who was holding the 
match Jerked his hand back, but too 
late. The third cigarette was aglow.

“You will bum cigarettes, eh!” 
warned the signaller, laughing.
“You’d better throw that fag away, 
or you're a goner!”

“Nothing doing!” said the man 
and continued his wav un the ata.tr-
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chorus of praise that has gone tip 
from the American press there is. not 
a dissenting voice. Indeed, there Is 
wot the slightest douhtthat if such 
methods were in vogue a petition

.... .. . praying for his speedy Return could
And in case the numbers are run- ho ............

nlng serially, the soldier hastily b circulated and signed practical- 
seeks a deep and distant shell hole, eTerT ieadlng Amerlean in the 

particularly sad case of the country. His mission
kiUéii onthe eve of his "brUliant, unqualified jlggeess," as 
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three of the officers of a Toronto bat- Great Britain the 
talion were in the orderly room. The exception“of '’ Sir EM ward 
officers decided to wait till after the This fact might well hari 
battle to go on leave. All three offl- the Impression that
CeThTeroi ?d , dth" L chosen for his ability

e? ,another Toronto thing over” and Would 
battalion had his leave warrant in urai tendency of mak 
his pocket when he fell with a ma- leans with whom he ci hunmennibl,Uel,ln ^'“"‘.leading mS8er warTaTd 
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Lucky coins. Images, buttons, lew*, 
letters, inscribed testaments, all 
manner of trinkets were the posses­
sions of our soldiers as charms 
against the attentions of the soldiers* 
especial hoodoo.
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la fired from the German guns at 
him. .Hence, when a shell shrieks 
and crashes close to a soldier, he 
scrambles to his feet exclaiming: 
"that owe didn’t have my number on 
it, but pretty darn near it/*
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Death of Animals on Xncrease.
In the Province ,of Benkp.1, India, 

26,486 animalsvflied of contagious 
diseases during the year 1917-18, as 
against 8,415 in the previous year.
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7yThe Bolshevist Way,- 
Russia under the Bolshevlkl be­

comes more and more swamped with 
its steadily depreciating currency of 
ruble notes printed in quantity and 
issued without the financial guaran­
tees of a trustworthy treasury. The 
system, it appears, is part and parcel 
of Lenine'e determination te make 
ihoney valueless as a medium of ex­
change, and so Introduce the BOlghe- 
vist idea that whatever a person 
needs shall be paid for In work. One 
form of work, ln short, is to be bar­
tered for another form of work, but 
quite, naturally people who have 
hitherto bought tltiàga with money 
still cling to the notion that money 
is 'valuable. And so the printing 
presses are kept busy, printing ever 
more and mose ruble notee, and day 
by day the ruble notes 
and more like pieces of
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experience, surely al^rave 
at a time when 'the most d 
negotiations were on foot. The 
that Lord Readbgg is a Jew may jjfco 
have had some Influence, 'for é@le
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ln financial negotiations, it 
not prove an asset with othei 
quite free from anti-Jewish 
dices. Yet here is Lord Ri 
In the last daya of his depaltiire 
banq netted by the PilgrimÉÊOpe 
American Bar Association an» as 
many other bodies as he can 
invitations

■disability

SS£S more
, /paper.

Eventually, thinks Mr. Lenine, peo­
ple will be convinced that money is 
worthless, and everybody will agree 
to the cumbersome method of buying 
one product of labor with another 
product of labor. Already, so he is re­
ported to have said with consider­
able satisfaction, the bundred-ruble 
note is “almost valueless.”
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boat by a I distinguished company, 
his rooms Ifcode» With gifts, and 
newspapers displaying almost ill- 
temper that he is leaving the 
United States.
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winning the war, and he has d 
well. In the first two years < 
struggle, besides being Lord 
Justice of England, be was the 
clple flhanclti advieer to 
George, who wag then Chancel 
the Exchequer, and is credited 
having devised those methods t 
anting that bag. resulted 
British Empire émeifging f
war in a sounder ,----------nlc
than any other b<___ __ tot
tral. with the exception p 
ed States, which bore onl] 
her burden- In 1816 he was «Ht to 
the United States to negotiate toans 
for the British and Wrench Govern­
ments. Tips was a difficult tfisk.
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position of Germany at that time 
made lenders chary, while the r

ceeded. The next year he rett 
again as British High Commissi 
and on the death of Sir Cecil Si 
Rice was given the additional honor 
and burden pt the American Atobas-

Smteo greatly was hi* counsel in

imaud that last tall he was Sum­
moned home to consult with the 
.British Government on the 
terms, and for several Weeks 
busy In Parts as a member 
commission for the feeding
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Because II Covers More
TS'VEN if this print were sold at a price half as high 
Ej again as any other—it would «till be the economical 
pahit to uae oo your bouse. In sheer covering caffedty 
it has no equal A gallon of It gjoet to Ur that you'll 
buy lew of it and yet do more with it.
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