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The Condition of the World's Crops Falls during the entire year in the soil and making u-.,c
ot it tor crop growth. Dry farming is not an expen - Conflicting reports continue to be received as to nient. It has been practiced in all the the western 

the condition of the winter wheat crop in Eastern States for the last fifteen to twenty years It. is only 
Canada, the end y crop of any importance to be re- during the last three years that an effort has been 
ported on. In some sections it is said the crop will made to gather all available information on thv 
be a total failure while in others, average yields are methods practiced, and to crystallize them into scien 
expected. It is difficult yet to determine exactly how tific rules that may be followed by the inexperienced 
winter wheat has survived the unusual dryness of the farmer.
fall of 1908, and the past winter The crop reporting Dry farming has been in use m China for 3,000 
board of the Bureau of Statistics, of the United years, according to st; ' 

find that the condition of the wintor n-

581

The time is coming when the coal and iron on 
whn h our present manufacturing industry is based 
will be gone. What is to employ the millions of 
people now subsisting on these industries. There is 
but one answer. They must go back to the land, to 
Mother Earth, who will treat them well if they do not 
abuse her.

I would suggest that $50,000, be spent under the 
direction of the state agricultural college, and that 
200 graduates of the agricultural school be scattered 
over the state, to give .practical demonstrations tof..— .... . . . . t 1 ec.

o ------------------ ... 1.1 vlllIUl lor <>,UUU - W.V «K.1VU.VU.». SV..VU. - ‘ “
-----, y-wowv», Ui une united years, according to statements made bv exoerts of over the state, to give .practical demonstrations toStates, find that the condition of the winter wheat in the Department of agriculture in California for thirt v Farmers of what can be accomplished by scientific 

that country on April 1st was 82.2 per cent, of a nor- years; in Utah for twenty’ years and is now methods. On mv own farm I had mv manager
Tj;-ASf ag,ahnSt 9,';3’ Apnl lsl 1908> and an average practiced bv over 1,500 farmers within a radius of 
of 80.6 tor the past ten years. f—e—~:i-- r r-i

methods. On my own farm I had my manager 
manure ninety acres out of a 3,000 acre wheat field.

mu» mues or uneyenne, Wyoming, and with marked The backwardness of spring plowing and sowing is success. Dry fanning products at the Albuquerque, 
the dominant and almost universal characteristic of Ncw Mexico, International Irrigation Congress, won 
current reports concerning the growing crops in the highest awards over products raised by irrigation. 
Europe. The long and rather severe winter con rhe remarkable success of the dry farmers as told 
tinued well into March. The first half of the month not »nly by government experts at the last congress, 
was characterized by snowfalls in all but the most but the many successful farmers from all the Western 
southern parts of the Continent, and it was not until states, demonstrates that it is the coming method ol 
practically the middle of the month that the snow farming in the west, 
cover disappeared. * * *

The success with which the autumn-sown crops 
survived the winter is still a matter of speculation ... uu selecting saskatoon as the l
and of widely divergent views It seems reasonably of the Saskatchewan University, the board of gover 
clear that in the western countries the crops wintered nors also appointed W j Rutherford, Deputx
unusually well There has been, it is true, con- Minister- nt A""8"i*---- r " "
siderable fear that the alternation of frost and thaw culture 
in France two months ago will necessitate mo®» or less 
resowing, but even there losses have been b\ no 
means abnormal, while in Great Britain the outlook 
for wheat is exceptionally bright .

In central Europe the prospects of the winter crops 
are not satisfactory. Severe weather and the heavy 
snowfall of March not only delayed spring plowing and
seeding, but affected adversely the autumn sown 
crops.

In Germany winter wheat and rye, which were at a 
disadvantage from the start, owing to unpropitious 
weather last fall, give rise to many complaints.
While it is still too early to judge definitely as to the 
wintering of the grains, it is believed that much of 
the wheat has suffered from the severe, long-con
tinued winter, and that in some parts of the country 
rye likewise is unsatisfactory. The more hardy 
native varieties of wheat have come through the 
winter much better than the English varieties, which 
are now grown to a considerable extent.

The weather in Hungary did not moderate until 
about the middle of March sufficiently to permit the 
beginning of field work and seeding. Plowing has 
been rendered easier by the well-watered condition 
of the soil since the disappearance of the snow. The 
winter crops, according to the mid-March report of 
the Hungarian Ministry of Agriculture, showed 
material improvement over their condition one 
month earlier, but warm and sunny spring weather 
was deemed essential.

i iaimers within a radius of , , muei v acres out ot a ,),uuu acre wneai neiu.
urty miles of Cheyenne, Wyoming, and with marked F hose ninety acres produced thirty-five bushels per

SllCCCSS. Drv ftirmirilT tin ulncte -,t ♦ !>,. \ll ... . <icre of 1 htirrl urhpot utAioKimr ci vttr nmtnrlc
" *«, uctj ciuu.5 (UUUULCU LUJI ly-llVC UU3UCJ3 pci
acre of No 1 hard wheat, weighing sixty pounds to 
the bushel, and the average for the whole field was 
only sixteen bushels. It is such things as this that 
must be shown the farmers.

We must carry the education to the farmer, to the 
man whose feet are in the soil Two hundred teach
ers. each taking care of ten plots of ground, would 
mean 2,000 centres from which would radicate in
formation needed to preserve and realize the pos
sibilities of the soil. I would spend $50,000 this 

In addition to selecting S-mkitnnn i year, and double it next year. I hope you will make
the Saskatchewan University' the bo-ml '* 10,1 t ic experiment You will find that properly handled university, the board of the land will become more fertile year by year. Land

can t wear out. All it needs is to have the consumed 
Mr Rutherford will i , vl cign elements in it restored bv fertilization and rotation ofKutherford will begin at once to ma- crops, and its utmost possibilities developed by in

tensive farming
Due is a little inclined to wonder, as he reads the 

above and other stuff' similar in tone, as to what kind 
of men anyway are farming in the American central 
states. That territory seems to be the stamping 
ground for more agricultural educationalists, than 
are found on any equal area on the continent. By 
institute work and in other ways, they have been 
campaigning in that quarter for the past thirty 
years and now Mr. Hill, as the apostle of a new 
agriculture, is out telling them they will have to re
double their efforts and hustle into the educating of 
farmers, harder than ever. We are inclined at times 
to think that even educating the man whose feet are 
m the soil may at times be overcome, that if more of 
the graduates of our agricultural colleges were found 
with their feet in the soil and fewer of them engaged 
in this so-called educational work, the uplifting of 
agriculture, for that is what they say should be ac
complished, would be more speedily brought about.

Suggests More Enterprising Methods
Editor 11 Farmer’s Advocate ” :

May I crave space to disagree with your Western 
correspondent in her remarks published March 17th ?
I do not hold a brief for 11 1he Innelv harhelnr." but

■

; deemed essential.
The weather of March continued extremely favor 

able in Russia. The complaints still heard as to the 
crop situation refer to the injury suffered early in the 
winter An official report from Roumania describes
the state of the field crops as still satisfactory tmuiumgs. ana the

The outlook of the Bulgarian crops remains fav- ...... ^ , , which will
orable, notwithstanding some loss in the east of the management of t< expci u e . » ■
country. The delay in spring sowings is less pro- be operated m connection with the coUeg 
nounced than was expected.

The second general report of the British India
, ........... ... .111 area o,UUU,UUU B< tvs in C2of last year’s, but slightly below the five-year aver- probably, 

age. No general statement of condition is made 
covering the whole country In the Punjab, which 
contains more than one-third of the total wheat crop 
of India, the prospects are described as “excellent,
while last year at the same time the indications 
for an ono—— -

PROF. W. J. RUTHERFORD.
Deputy Minister of Agricult,me, Regina, appointed dean of the 

faculty of agriculture, in Saskatchewan University.

ture his plans for the collegefbuildings, and the 
management of the experimental farm, which will 
be operated in connection with the college. — y

It is also understood that J. Bracken, now director h°ast of ,nV farmf 7°ung
of agriculture societies, will have charge of one of why do not more of them c

1 do not hold a brief for “ the lonely bachelor, 
as an observer and resident among the Alberta 
homesteaders, I would like to know how one of them 
can be expected to “ migrate once in a while to town ’’ 
in search of a wife, or to spend, in “a community 
where there are good numbers of the fair sex,’’ suffi
cient time to court one of them. He may not be 
aide to afford to go travelling in search of one, or 
leave His farm in another person's care whilst he does.

The Eastern girls talk a lot about sympathy, 
and many of them would write letters unlimited 
(some of them, 1 fear, only doing so to be able to
boost „f “ -----man out West)’’, but

come and see for them-wheat cron i r oin-.-,,. muia ui agriculture societies, will have charge of one of w?y QO, no,c more ot thcm corne ,and see tor them-' , s a.n ,area 5,000,000 acres in excess the departments in the new college, field husbandry selves, the hard-working boys, and the little shacks
«---------- , , , j only waiting the feminine touch to be as comfortable

Teaching Farmers to Farm
,, . James J. Hill, the American railway magnate, and

roran average cron foTh were forme, , anadian, has been thinking and talking ,""l >’T toJ aty
-w.il ..AlIT: W,t" much outside railway circles durilthepÏÏtgfive W1? aU,..... . cmal yield 1 imea Lstyear is mitidoated Th years’that he has created foi himself something of sl. .'Y1, 1"ust’ke<-‘I

total i •... •.! , year, is anticipated the reoutatinn in , 8 should think mvsen wen paia lor me amount oi worn
Last - ir the '11 : ' 18 25,950,000 acres agricultural edu< itionandas anexnonent of the r- * do if I only received ten dollars a month, as I have" tnd thefimll^iWteloffiS^OOT 20’258’000 vfSonof oui natural resources Tmeit is thLtMr Hill my ;,wn wav in everything and lots of time for needle-

i > estimate20,963,400acres gathered in , i,,.... fm ... . i,,. ___i . , , work, visiting or reading. Then think of the treats,
rop t iteth-”?°o! concernmg the Argentine com tain verv va.h'iAhfe. mminw w„i,.t.. drives,^and attention one gets ! Of course, I have

v.,x_ uaiu-wuJMiig uuyb, anu une mue aitaviva
only waiting the feminine touch to be as comfortable 
as need be. Life on a homestead for a woman who is 
not tied to a man she has married in haste is a truly 
happy life if she is fond of housekeeping, content with 
small beginnings and with little company, and does 
not pine for city enjoyments (?) and a big house 
with all modern conveniences.

keeper for two young bachelors, and 
nyself well paid for the amount of work 
received ten dollars a month, as I have

............ ......."I- wi- drives, and at o - . nt obliged to........,...... - vuncemmg tne argentine com tain very valua^e resources within mid^thouttha^ had be^o^barrassment evencrop tat< that in Santa Fe, drought had caused a loss portion of the Northwest served by his <»'«. < V ll *’ aiatTl- an<1. . neighbors. Perhaps the

*5 l\.Sas5 : SSSSTS-atoTfiS5S S-*... .
11" : '. , i “ft hha been1® offh -A Kfteffinglhe faLi^s of the United States lately. Girls, I beseech

of the forme, estimât. , both as about the condition of their farming, and something ^Jor^ out to yo^ hinng anyw ^ lyto goi : tnd as to the winter crops, will be required, worth heeding for us. \ conventionality too much I :t,n
bu, thera have not yet     ......'SSffSXStttt

A „„g,=„ „f dry firm k 1 the 1 m« < < S»...... roe is elderly Lid th/other wiiMul g; -™''
was held recently in Wyoming State ’ vl kl* ' 1 ' ,,,,,, . i, ,u have 200,000,000 people, young homesteadei happ) ; h other’s

l?1 ‘ SdneSHoO 000,000 bushds Whero Will tioning “ matrimony " until vou know eachwere filled with interesting experiences of pract„.,l wtowould need l ; ...........
farmers and agricultural exnert.s who cover« "

Dry Farming Congress

.ui interesting experiences of practical who would to^ftivSe.Ian I tgri. iltural experts, who covered the 8 . . ; i:;l, : ,. ,m the land already under .
I i farming in sectioi when every d . p • reasing some, but it is hay.

of moisture has to be conserved f the ; of lti durn. with the increase in the ticket
crops sown upon the land. In the United States , t be surprised to see
west of the Mississippi, there are some 400,000,000 : . ti ... . ” '
acres of this semi-and land, and on this side of the regular n___ __vji.vti- am awuKi -iw.uuv.uuu pvpuichLiuu. i snail not De surprised to see the wor

f this semi-arid land, and on this side of the regular price of wheat SI.50 a bushel, and that will on. 
y we have a total area sufficient to make the help stimulate production, but at our present rate of two ui umee inontns 

°f dry farming, one of the first importance in increase in produ we have 200,000,000 ladies impossibl. to gel
ture. people we will lack 400,000,000 bushels of having price of the ti. kel
farming is not farming without water, but enough wheat to supply theii bread Where «ill we surely the girl 
conserving all the available moisture that buy it ? What will be its price ? main where they are not wa

tioning ........ ,
peculiarities, and find yourselvi 
Do not be suspicious. “Noth 

Advance the fare, i 
remembering 1 li.it tin 

women who really cannot rais 
You need not commit \ 
or three month

ually attracted, 
mtured nothing 
least send the 

rr..iny young 
find . to travel 

to more than 
le fair 
il the 

an move on;
11 tan to re

el. 11 Maid.

Ot


