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miglit, we say, have naturally been inferred
and concluded, that these, and other prospects
of merely possidle benevolent and useful

vesults, would have restrained every indivi-.

dual, cliiming to be considered as possessing
benevolent feelings, especially a religious

journalist, from anything like censure, or

contempt of any undertaking or effort, de-

sioned to promote peace and good willamong |
t

men. If the movement is to be condemned
and rejected, merely beeause it has not
adrendy obtained universal, or even general
;L‘H"!"r;):l'i(':l- and support, the same may be
ooneludid regarding even our holy and bene-
volent Chiristianity 5 for, although it has been
established for nearly two thousand years,
and such numerous means and strenuous ex-
ertions havétbeea employed for its extension,
and morcover, has been cherished and sup-
ported by divine wisdem and power, yet such
limited progress has ity made, that more than
two thirds of the human family are still in
Leathenisin and cruel idolatry, or dark and
deally =uparstition ; and, even in professedly
Ciwistian nations, how. few, comparatively,
are living epistles of the spirit and practice
of saving truth; yet, who, professing this
heavenly and benign religion, would be so
profane or-unguarded, as by word or deed,
to undervadue or slight it, because of such
failure of general acceptance, and extensively,
prevalent influence.  Similar slight and con-
tempt, as well as opposition, were also openly
expressed, regurding the temperance move-
ment, during its earlier progress. Its vision-
ary attempts, as they were styled, were ridi-
euled, despised, and rejected, by the self-
suflicient, the sensual, and selfish, but it has
slready triumphed over such narrow minded
and pitiable incredulity, and scorn ; and, to
e astonishment of all such vain and sceptical
prophets, though not to their unanimous and
practical conversionhas succeeded in rectaim-
iy some hundreds of thousands, of wretehed
inehriates 5 and of imparting such other
sountless andinestimable blessings e eternity
alone can fully reveal.  Yet, it can readily
be shown, that the abstinence movement, has
far moie numerous and powertul enemies to
eoaten:d with, and greater impediments to
overcome, in order to its universal or even
reneral suceess, than those opposing or ob-
.'.".1“."-1311_'; the movement for the preservation
The first has in-

of" peace mnong nations.
with the

eessant and arduous  contention
eravings of sensual appetite; in numerous
instanees with long continued habit and sub-
mis:ion to customnr and tashion : often, with
the =ncer of ridicule; the solicitation of
relatives and friends; the fear of the mark
s reproach of singularity 5 the gudden and
caticing temptation ; worldly disfavour ; pe-
cuniary loss; with an almost numberless
variety of other circumstances and torms of
opposing power and influence ; but still it is
overcoming, and winning and extending its
Lenevolent course.

Wil reeard to the other exceilent move-

e

nations, scareely any

influcuces to retard or prevent its success, > . 5 : . it op .. ”
l Imuq stand, this one of war, from which no- | is a Cull to the Christiun Ministry !
1

exeept the pride and ambition of rulers ; and
the headstrone recklessness or folly of those
wlio administer national affairs.
rests and desires, and all the better feelings
of nearly the whdle body of thie people, in
all t]

their

remaining  in Copeace with  cach
other, It dizputes or difierencos arise, as,

doubtless, they, nu'u-’mnuil}', will between

nations, as well as indiv iduals, what reeson- |
% . ' Alv
able ohjection can possibly be urged, to such |

disputes being sul

of friendly and independent powers, any
more, or strongerythan to differene s,.hetween

i)i‘l\il:':

. - 3 ) B vy -
wmicable mode.  Ia this latter case, this 1a¢
thod of adjusting and settling ditlerenees, 13

o ‘ T t
happily Vecoming more and more frequent,

A N ., vd-
A3 men are coming to see that legal prooced- |

inrs are iavariably disastrous, and oftentimes
rainous to both of the contending parties.
This
national differences, has been repeatedly
resorted to, and with excellent effect,in recent
times ;s and if it has been found to be avail

’

able and beneficial in five instances, wiy not
Enlarged and unprejudiced exam-

in_rv'/}../ ? .
inatior: will show, that there is nothing chi-
merical, vain, or impracticable, in the method
In order to itz adoption and

!)Iw}uri,-l. S ‘ il 4,_.\1|-w‘,., 7 s “;q‘ i‘,“: . "“i“ nddi-
2. eixvrinire] v 3111162 lxx.‘l ana .-l ail v b N |
SUCCR s, 1L 13 not, previously, Trequusite, L i . ; 2%

(2, 1 | ) 1 2o | oo i lie iustitutions aud se:viees ;|
the nations =hould universally be brought | tures for pubile iustitulions au ,
»ulh-un,)‘ ; 1o ‘ “l»_ 1 ) 1 1 in n I winor ) ¢ )t ”[,:,‘\)_"
wmder the reie ceQn'lua A 1o, ity -

it has, at pre=ent, in the more civilized | | ne
adverse elements and | causes which bave brought upon the United |

The inte- |

y=¢ nations, are, decidedly, in tavour of’

yinitted to the webitrament |

individuals, being settied 1n that

rational and amicable mode of deciding |

the practical observance of evangelical truth ; ’ priation and employment of the national Iy found in the Book of God. It is not what you

though, this, of course, is at all times to be
devoutly desired. The great body of indi-

; and many, indeed, pass through life, without
| even resorting to legal means or tribunals to
settle their dealings and occasional diffical-
ties, yat, in all other respects, they may, and
do remain, the same unregenerate; selfish,
and worldly, or even irreligious characters,
! Why way not the same in general be the
case as to nations. Such reference for the
adjustment of national claims and differences,
| may, with propriety, be considered more a
question of prudence and of interest, than
of evaugelical truth, or of religious or ewen
benevolent  practice.  The masses of the
people, iu all the more-enlightened:countries,
are beginning to #ee the subject in this light,
and, thercfore, as regards the barthen of
taxation, and the other evils which wars in-
variebly inflict upon them, they are ready to
yield their hearty assent to the amieable mode
suggested. )
The reader will, doubtless, excuse these
extended digressive remarks, if' such they
may be deemed, as the subject is one of the
deepest interest, and is now engaging very
much ef the public attention, in the most
culightened nations ; and, especially, as it so
intimately affects the general subject of tax-
ation, discussed in this letter. With regard
to the ropeated wars in. which the United
Kingdom has been involved, having been
the prineipal cause of the present load of
taxation, there can, of course, be but one
opindon.  And, further, it will now readily
be admitted, by the great majority in the
United Kingdom itselt ; and by all unpreju-
diced persons throughout the world, that very

|

As

less, but unjust, and eruel throughout.

| e
b 3 : : .

to-submit to arbitrary and unjust exactions ;
the altogether iniquitous war, so unprovo-

bsui‘.ing of their people.  Also, of .the san-

| guinary wars in Cabool, and Affghanistan, no |

| better ean be said, a3 to their unprovoked

| and reckless, as well as cruel charncter.  As |

[to the one against China, the wickedness
I Was S0 p:llpuhlt-. that the publie voice, even
in Britain itself, was raised against it, and
[ expressed in public meetings, in the most |
| pointed and severe resolutions of condemna-
[ tion. In such expressions of opinion con-

| cerning it, some of the nobles, and many

{othiers of the principal characters in the

| Kingrdom, direetly concurred.
of tuxation, through the national wars, verily,

| the sins of the fathers have, in their afllicting

#L‘hh\“ﬂlh'“l"". iallen on the children,

| £irst, then, in the gloomy catalogne of

| Kinzdom, itz present distressing taxation,

[thing but calamitics and evils have ever

viduals in society, hive in outward harmonv |
:m.d.l pace \\"lth each other; and conduct their | not all, of those corrupt and extravagant
affairs together, without any acts of violance ; |

many of those wars weré not merely need- |

instances may be mentioned, the unnatural |
one, obstinately waged for so many years
iinst the American Colonics, for refusing |

kedly commenced, and cruelly consummated |
against the Chinese nation, for laudably |
endeavouring to prevent the wholesale poi- |

Ou thiis point |

revenues, not only far trom being economical”
and prudent, but, in very many instances,
shamefully unjust and wasteful.” Nearly, if |

expenditures,were originated and established |
under . former sovercigns, and Parliaments,

and ministeriad advisers and rulers; and |
therefore, the blame of such origination,does |
not, of course, at all upply to-those at pre-|
sent occupying the same exalted and respon- |
sible stations. With regard to improper |
and extravagant pensions, and in some othen

instances, it would now be difficult for llw.-'c]
distinguished characters, fully to correct or
remove such abuses ; although, in very many
cases, they might effect, either an entire, or
apartial reform. It is but doing them justice
to adinit, that, in general, as it would appear,
more economy is practised than formvrl_y, in
the appropriation and disbursement of the
national revenues; and it may well be pre-
sumed, that the present ministerial rulers,
and others who follow them, will, in this
politically reforming and advancing age, be
induced to remove mamy long established
impositions, and abuses; and still further
restrain  the national expenditure ; and,
thereby,in some measure, reduce the pressure
of taxation.

The extracts which will liere be given,
taken from among a great variety of particu-
lars, contained in the ** Black Book ™ already
referred to, will serve to give some; though
only a féeble idea of the long continued ex-
tent, the corruption and extravagance of the
principal branches of the expenditure of the
enormous amount, annually drawn, in the
United Kingdom, in the form of taxation,
from the toils and privations of the millions
in the labouring and middling classes, Seve-
ral of these extracts refer to so lnte a period
as the year 1848. They will show, that by
{ the numerous, and, in many instances, extra-
vagant pensions ; and by corrupt or lavish
expenditure, in so many other cases, the
burthen of taxation, for many years past,
although seasons of peace, has been little, if’
at all, diminished, but on the contrary, has
at times, it is thought, been rather inereased.
Doubtless, some alterations or reductions
have taken place, since the last period to
[ which those extracts refer, and unquestion-
ably, many more are needed ; and will, as
certainly, be made, throngh the compelling
power of united public opinion.  These
extracts may appropriately commenee with

"theonie relating to Royalty ; the expenses
[ under which head, though most of them right
in themselves, yet some of them, will, by
many, be deemed exceptionable ; and the
whole amount, will, doubtless, by very many
move, be considered rather, if not quite

|

| excessive.
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In our last we considered the question, * What ’
We <l
[ now consider what is the duty of the man wio
because seviptuwally, called o the

resulted. - The national debt, (whichy in by | prope rly, ‘ IR b Clui
> ! o taall toownliv | Work of the Minstry * e ollice of th A |
tar tne greatest proporion, nas been tacl y . o I '
| RS : e LA | 1 OIS DG @ St o, mor cowes i suddy
col A e llv undegst | tian Minister s not a secure, !
accumulated,) 1t 13 genera y understood, |5 e e, On the contrars his dali
amounis, at present, to upwards ol 8J0 - | are various, diversified and ieesant. 4 Jor yreal
lions of sterling moncy. ‘Theannual interest | {1 when viviag instructions to Liwothy
v o i Ll e i A ! i . .
Lof this enormous sunyy, s estimatcd 10 be | ays, » Lhike lueo 1o thyseltan L thy doctiti
somewlhere about 29 millions, beiag several | 1 Ll iv. 16, |
'l ' » Coma 4 .
| millions more than half of the awmgeut of | 1. = Tule heed to hyself. Uhis refs 0 th
‘ . £ ¢ s r-onal o nrisial cApereenee ol th
the entire annual revenue of the Kingdow, | PUEonal reiiaon and b o '
| ! of 1} * 43 t , Jalusier As God fuas i rocalled M uhcon
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tion burthen may e mntioned—il “‘.“1:‘“' Minister can ouly calculate upon succcss e by
viggant CRpenses of the »‘IYIH,." ol ey VoK, 10 proportion as e reusins @ voof the
numerous national and rovernmentul estab- | Divine o our, and as he progresses ia tue way of
li<hmoent<, especially those of the Army and | holiness.  “The grace of th oly Spant showhd
Navy; and also salaries and nenions, | be largely dittused throurh bis soul, an L have
o e 4 » . COnS t Huence upon his words, lus thouyghts
Ihere is & Court or Government Record, | constant infjuence uju o Paul exhored |
1 ¢! o 12 1 L2 5 o) ' i 1 achons, e .\;""‘ « aul exho
| zenerally styled the ¢ Blue Book,” m which . he bosievers. |

| salaries and a varicty of otler information |
| relating to the Civil Government are |
Pstated There is also a somewhat ‘
| record called the  Black Boek,” published
| and circulated, in recent years, ‘:;;!;fr'
tensively, it is thouzht; a copy of wkich l;vu», |
tullen int my possession. It, certaiuly, |
contains some startling, und it would .ecem |
a3 40 extiruvagunce |
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discreditable disclosures,
y and immpo-iidon on the nation, wiik relcrence

10 sinecure oifices, and ncedless appolutments, |
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think, but what you read.  Our blessed Lord ac-
cused the  Pharidees, with Feaching sor doc-
trines the commandments of men.” ’

And while the Christian Miuister should preach

( omly what is il the Gospel, he should preach all

that is there.

Some people are so fastidious that they do not
like to hear the threateuings of the law, and they
say, only love should be preached from the puf-
pit  But the command of’ God is, “ Cry aloud,
spare not, ift up thy voice like a trumpet, and
shew my people their transgressions, and the
house af Jacob their sins.” Laiah Iviii, 1. Again,
God says by the mouth of Ezekiel iii. 1720,
“ Son of man, I have made thee a watchman un-
to the Houwso of lsracl: therefore hear the word
at my mouth, and give them warning from me,
When I say unto the wicked, thou shalt surely
div ; and thow givest him not warning, nor speak-
est to warn the wicked from his w i«tml way, to
save his life ;. the same wicked man shall die in
his iniquity ; but his blood will I require at thy
band. ~ Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he turn
not from his wickedness and from his wicked
way, he shall die in his iniquity ; but thou hast
delivered thy sonl.”

The \\'vslv_\nu Connexion has peculiar guards
against heterodoxy in its pulpits. For while
there is no such thing as a_formal composition or
“ profession of faith” for the Wesleyan Body;
yet the doctrines which they beliove, are the
same as those taught by their venerable Founder,
the Rev. John Wesley, and found in his notes on
the New Testament and the first four volumes
of his scrmons.  Every Wosleyan Minister pro-
fosses to believe, and pledges himself to teach
those doctrines ; one tenure by which we hold
all our Chapel property is, that no other doc-
trines shall be preached in thew ; and any devi-
ation therefrom on the part of any Minister would
most surely bring down the discipline of the Con-
ference on the head of the nﬂ'vnnfvr.

The duty of the Christian Minister is not only
to be pious and arthodox; but as he is to be a
Teacher of religion, he should understand it well
—he should constantly be acquiring knowledgo
in every form,—and particularly such knowledgo
as will enable him to understand the Bible bet-
ter.  The Minister should always be in advance
of his congregation -at least in seriptural know-
ledge.  The people should always have to look
up to their Minister : it is a disgrace when they
have to look down upon him. “The Priest’s
lips should keep knowledge, and they should
seck the law at his mouth : for he is the messen-
ger of the Lord of Hosts.” Mal, ii. 7. The Re-
deemer commanded Peter, and the samé coms
mand is given to every Christian Minister, “Feed
my sheep® * Feed my lambe"

“Ihe lustractions of the 'Westeyan Miﬂnﬂr}‘
Committee te their Missionariey is worthy of uni-
versal regard by all who fill the sacred office.

Instruction 2. “ We recommend you to ao-
quire an incrcase of that general knowledge
which, it the handmaid of piety, will increase
your qualifications for extenmve usefulness, Dut
more especinlly, we press upon you the absolute
necessity of studving Christian Divinity, the doe-
trines of salvation by the cross of Christ, ¢ which
things the angels desire to look into.”  They ex-
crciso their minds, which excol in strength, in
the contemplation of those precious  truths
which you aro called to explain and il
lustrate,  Let all your reading and studies have
a reference to this. You are to teach religion ;
you must, therefore, understand religion well.—
You are to disseminate the knowledge of Chris-
tanity, in oeder to the salvation of men ; let the
Bible then be your pook: and et all othes
hooks be read in order to obtain a better acquain-
tance with the holy seriptures, and a greater -
cility in explaining, illustrating, and applying
important eontents.  We particularly re-
commend ts you to read the writings of - Wesley
and Fleteher, and the useful Commentaries with
which you are turnished, which are designed and

! caleulated 1o increase your knowledge of the »a

cied volume.  Like the Baptist, you must e
*burning and shining lights ;' and, thercfore, re-
colleer every day, that whilst you endeavour by

diag, meditation and conversation, (o incréase
vour stock of usetul knuwhwlm', it i necessary

for vou to acquire a pm]mrli nate increase of ho-
i b

i
Iy femvonr.”

" But the Christian Minister must not nnl): PVLS
quire kuowledge himsell, he must impart it
others.  Saint Paul says—1 Cor. xiv. 3, * lhn‘l..-
that prophesicth v!,--u};c th unto men to edification
and exhortation and comfort.”” The term “Pro
phesicth” wieans preaching or w:lm.n.xlin;,' God’s
ward ; and the design of preachiog is llu-n- shown
to be three fold, 1.+ He who proy hesicth speak-
The word ¢ edity”
Clarke observes,

tito men o edification.”

faith, purity.”  And the Apueiolic Wesley, | signities to buila, or as Dr. ,\" ! " _
¥ e "l the youny wen who were to I o a hoase:” so that the first U‘;Jw‘! ol
¢ 1t upgn the youly = X oy ha sk o
his belpers in the Muisiry § ° Do scrions.  Lewy preackiug v to edify or build up the (,luun‘h.. to
-ur moto b, ¢ Hoiiness to the Lord."” wpart 1o belicvers some now idea or additional
L wtlo N JH 4 ’ .
)‘-; Take heed - unto thy doctrine” — As s knowledge of Gol's book, or give some additional
- i ! ! i ] théir . — ave 2,
Preachor of the Cospel, take heed that you {stisulus i their onward progres '\:‘» heave n'. :
° ! | o aa ki ¥ rede 0 the
| preach all the (suspel and only the Lospel. Do | He speaketh to r/’t‘lllu’um. ‘l>.u< re n-lr‘,‘ e
Lorlox that Wit | uncony e part of the congregation, ail teaches

that the Cl ,'A“‘Ilv.“ I‘,,,),h” invites those who are
far from God to draw nigh to him and seck p wrdon
throngh the blood of bis Son.  + 1le speaketh to
Thia refeers to the penitent or awakened
and shows that the

1o+ Bind uvp the

omfort.
congregation ;
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