' ciations of Chartered Accountants. differences were amicably | the question is becoming a very
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CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS GATHER IN TORONTO

iscussed Organization, Uniformity Among the Provincial Societies "
Impareant Confemnceml%uc&e Training of a Public Accountant.

the King leave only three provinces unrepresented, namely, New
| Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and Alberta. In these
tant evept to an important profession, but was also a final| provinces the profession of an accountant seems hardly yet
seal upon the future harmonious relations among account-|io have become a local necessity, the commercial demand 1
ants thrgughout the country. In February, after seven years | having been supplied thus far by the chartered accountants

of disagfeement between the Provincial and Dominion Asso-| of contiguous provinces. It is noteworthy, however, that -
live one in the province of =

settled. | This week it was plainly evident that all qzd feel- | Alberta, and an institute for that province will without doubt '
a .

ing whigh might once have existed between individdals and,h«- the next addition to our family party.

associatipns. had completely disappeared.  The accuntancy | o ugusyion of Chartered Accountant
professign in Canada is one of much consequence. Our Qc- ] _ S ) :
velopment in banking, financial, business, and commercial A significant feature of organu_ed_tacc'q\::t:l;ciyhlnauC:‘ ‘
spheres jmakes it imperative that our chartered accountants|ada at the present time is the “::mmlv{nci;l N ': A E §
shall be'lof the highest order, that the policies of the various | Societies namcd, both federal a pro - y B8 - pted

; the designation ‘‘chartered accountant,”” and have directed

provincigl associations shall be uniform;, and that their rela- ) t ¥ ) ns E

tions sBall |Be amicable. The annual meeting of the Do- | their attention towards securing _quhc recognition for that

minion |Association was evidence that Canada’s chartered | particular name. All of the sacieties but one include the
i/ at ¢

ints -, al 3 siness stan- | word ‘‘chartered’ in their corporate mame, and the society =
:(:r?il;m*' are livink up to high ethical and busine which is the exception to the general rule has a statutory
| | provision entitling its members 1= use the words ‘‘chartered
From M to Coast. | accountant.” The unanimity among the societies in thi} re-
Chartered accountants from all parfs of the Dominion | spect is probably the most valuable asset which the Dominion |
were gathered in Toronto for three days this week to parti-| Association now has, upon which to build its superstructure
cipate i an important business conference relieved by pleas-; as the guardian of professional interests in our qunmpu.
ng | entertainment. The following associations were! The name is one which already carries with ita definite im-
represenited: The Association of Accountants in Montreal, | plication of capacity, and the Canadian public have no other -
the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Ontario, the Chart- | standard to-day by which to measure a public accountant.
ered Actountants’ Association of Manitoba the Institute of | To the Canadian societies alone the credit must be given for
Charteréd Accountants of Nova Scotia, the Institute of | this achievement. E :
Charteréd Accountants of British Columbia, and the Insti-| gpjects of Organization 3
tute :‘" :?"";d A“O‘"f"a:” of hs“k“d'"";e adi | of | Broadly stated, continued Mr. Edwards, the objects of ¥
Cle"('n.apla.j:'rsc::l(;clh‘:r (;i :r u':::o:"(l::flo::;; “': (';":“gc organization by accountants in Canada, o:;d elsewh:r:‘,rw j
Edwardg, F.C.A., of the Ontario Institute, spoke on *‘Organ- bc twofold, namely (1) to imptove thehsta :{d’ ?f- Stichaig .
ization ;d:‘iu Objects and Their Attainmen® e Fdwards?:;ﬁ practice and (3) to render to-the public efficient f.'
traced the Begfoning of orgamized accountancy. in Canada| . Lo 4 o 3
back sofpe fhirty years, when in July, 1880. the __\ﬂwia“m:b‘ Th|el D::’mmon Association of Ch_artte;:d Accoun‘t’:nt:uh_-ur
of Accogintants in Montreal was brought into existence by a| Jccn allotted a very important part in 5;:“”’«’ § po-i
charter bf the Quebec Legislature. ing these objects. These functions are elaborated in the :
Wers Pt ' provineial, é declaratory clauses of the by-laws recently passed, which
It was in the same year, and but two months previously, | ""d(:: fl?i‘o:;;uc the incorporation of provincial e
that the Instivute of Chartered Accountants in Fnorand and in provinces of the Dominion where none now exist;
Wales was granted a charter by the Imperial Parliament, (b) To assist provincial societies in secunng unitorns
under which a considerable number of local accountancy or- legislation for the better pr(;(ection and resulstios B
ganizatipns were brought together as an incorporated society. of local professional interests ; g -8
;ral:!e lnq‘li:iulc of Chartered Accountants of Ontario, which “{c) 1o secure (n~c agoption by i)tOV"l(‘lal societies of l
existed as an un-incorporated Society since 1879 obtained : - ip
incorpofation in 1883. The Chartered Accountants’ Associa- (d) “T"'f°"“ ""“f"“” of o ‘;‘:’ b":f":‘e:“"'l’- ,
tion of Manitoh4 followed in 1886, and the Institute of Chart- 9 _arlrankf S frenpmca [f)_n\n egh\. be W -
ered Accountants of Nova Scotia received the authority for! \‘Fncm sociqties lfer the b"“e.“ of their members; 2!
its existencé in 1900. For the first twenty years, therefore, ! (e) To consider questions of ethics. =
in the histody af organized accountancy in Canada. these cor. (f) To secure har_mony_of action in all matters.affectma‘(--’
porationls wire purely provimcial or local is their character. | the common interest, and generally to act in an
visory capacity to the provincial societies.
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The gathering of chartered accountar:
Edward Hotel, Toronto, this week, was not only an impor-
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and it i nat known that any effort at co-operation between 1
these folir sécigties was attempted prior to 1900. Professions are M : '*%
In #9o1,/ the Dominion Association of Chartered Account Mr. Edwards then discussed the question of the stand-

o

-

ants wap inforporated by the authority of the Canadian Par- a7 of chartered accountant. There seems no good off
liament, aftér a somewhat strenuous contest in which its sufficient reason, he said, why any of our Canadian provincis S
promoters and all the existing societies took a more or less Should have two or more kinds of accountants than that they §
active gart. | The immegiate result of the formation of the Should have two kinds of lawyers, doctors, dentists, or phar- &
Dominign Association was to set up a new and not neces- Macists. These professions have been well served by orgam=i8

sarily Rarmonipus authority for professional standards of iZations having exclusive powers.—monopolies if you will—2
competrhey,| practice. and conduct in the provinces where under legislative control, and the public have come to know *
the existing! provincial societies had for many years been | that their distinctive titles and designations are not subject s
carrying on| their local work. The history of the next few | '© scrutiny for fear there should be a string or a tag llFﬂ,'%
vears, with its instances of conflict of opinion and authority hem somewhere which detracts from their value. Nor has
may, in{ the light of the settlement arrived at recently, be the exclusive character of the authority possessed by the pro==
forgotteh. and it is not my purpose therefore to do more f€$sional organizations named resulted in what is known 8=
than allude to conditions which did not for a time promise close corporations, for the fact is that these professions ares:
peace ahd Barmony to the Canadian accountancy situation. 2ccessible to everyone who may by impartial tests prove’

Western Asgociations Formed competency.
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Thel mdtive, which prompted the formation of the Do-
minion {Assgciafion, and the carrying on of its work upon
indepenglent| lines for some nine vears was clearly defined.
but in the view of the many hardly workable or brartirablr
rules, id view of the conflicting interests of the local soci-|
eties. the rdpresentatives of each society contended for the
point of view that they thought to be right. and out of a
I;ugr stbre pf experience and controversy our organization
as it exasts ito-dav, has signed an enduring treaty of pcarcy
with all the lacal societies—of which it will henceforth be
composetl—and in whose interests its energies and authority
will be exerted,

During tthe last decade there have come into existence
the Institute of Chartered Accountants ~f Rritish Columbia in
1905,-and the Institute of Chartered Accountants of Saskat-
chewan jn 1po8 These additions t6' organized accountancy |

Wise and Liberal Policy ;

It may be urged, therefore, that organization amongst™
Canadian accountants in the broadest sense will prove benes
ficial to the profession and to the public just in proportidz
as two definite lines of policy are Rept in view and persist
ently advocated.

The first lipe of action it seems to me should be to settlé
upon a wise and liberal policy directed th making available®
to the best men in the Canadian profession membership i
our local societies. This policy should arrived at oni®
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after a full consideration of the conditions which gave ris¢
to the formation of the many accountancy ssocieties in Great
Britain. the existence of which seems to have been the

tural consequence of the unwise and dogmatic restrictie
p]ared upon the membership of the English Chartered S
ciety. 3
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