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Mentioned in Despatches ... °.° .’

PROFESSOR MILUKOFF, RNussia’'s new Foreign
Minister and real instigator of the Revolution, is

«bly the most progressive and enlightened public

man in Russia, Twenty years r0 he was a political

cxile in Siheria, later he was professor of Rus ian

Jiterature in the University of (‘hicago, where he im-
Libed Republican tendencies. He is familiar with the
nelish parliamentary form of government, and dur-
g recent vears has heen an active advocate of re-
sponsible government for the ussian people. IFor
the past few years he occupied a professorial chair
inoone of Russia's largest udiversities, and al the
came time was the leader of every reform movemeént
o the Duma,

LI-YAN HUQG, Vyesident of the Chinese Jlepub-
bt ¢ ot soing to declare war on Germany, Lat will
yemain content wiih che bhreaking off of diptomatic
Felations, in which respect he follows the more or
Jess Jukewarm  policy  of  President Wilson  of the
United States.  The President of the Chinese e -
public suceeeded e Tate Yuan Shi Kal oand 1s en-
titled 1o hold office for another five years. He is =
(wo vears of age, and has had both military and
v onaval trainine, which ineluded two years of resi-
dence in Japan Il wis an active participan®’ in
tie rovolution which drove the Manchus from the
Clhinese throne, was dde vice-president of the new
yepublic and re-eclected  to that office three  years
»‘.,rr and sueceeded o the presideney on the death of
Phe  former holaer of  the office Li-Yan-tlung is
pndoubtedly very mueh under the influence of the
dapanese, bt s al=o very Larpels culded in his diplo-
matic proceedings by Dro Morricon, the famous Bl
fish addviser to the Chinese Government,

SIR ADAM BECK, the apostie of hydro-clectric

development throughout Canadi, has made a0 hitier

Sttack on Mackenzie and Mann in the Ontario P

lvture  which may  have L reaching  effects, §
Adam RBeck is Known as the Mivisier ol Power,
as o4 result of the constructive work he did in

furthering  the interesis of the hydro-electric move-

et e pepresents ) old g g WA TA ‘Uﬂ{,x."";<.'f‘5‘i‘.’» ’
Lature, and for several yedrs was minister without

portfolio in (he Whitney Cabinet, hut resigned when
Vrremicr Hearst ook office.  He is head of the Beck
Manufucturing Co. in London, was a former mayor
of that city, and is known all over the continent as
dn enthusiastic horseman, During the war he has
been acting as  Chief Remount Commissioner for
lastern  Canada. Mis fight with Mackenzie and
Mann is over the latter's efforts to secure additional
cubsidies from the country for the building up of
their privately owned railways, while Beck is anx-
ious (o huild  electrie dines throughont Ontario
lines which will derive their power from Niagar:
alle,  Alveady some sevenly Ontario municipalities
are uxine the hydro-eleciriec power,

RASPUTIN. 1f now transpires that the real com-
mencement of the revolution in Russia was connect-
ed with the assassination of Rasputin, the notorious
12ascian monk.  Uhis charlatan and impogter exer-
cived a most unwholesome infiuence over {he zar,

The monk

Cuaring, and many of the Court offi

was horn as @ peasant on i small farm and lived

sant until he was thirty, when he was seized

Wilh o guasi reiigions mania amd bhecame o lay monk,
Me was extremely clever, and by means of intrigue
and seheming of wll kinds managzed (o get himself
appointed to an important clerical position in Petio-
crad,  MHe possessed @ hypnotic influence over wo-
men and used thaom o further his schemes,  1le also
posed as o healers and dts such o was welcomed by the
Czar and Czarina, as he claimed {o have power to
heal their delicate son.  He made and unmade minis-
ters, defeated the military powers and thwarted the
Duma. He was an dardent pro-German, a bhitter enemy
of the Grand Duke Nicholas, and a foe to all real
PUrOZTess, MHis assassination was ecarvied out by a

croup of progressives,

BARNEY FARTHING, the griginal of Mark
Twiin's CHuckleberry Finn™ has just died in poverty
in an almshouse wt Paris, Mo, Although a man of
eizhty vears, he was still called Huck Ifinn by every-
one who knew him, the old man carrying into his
l:iter yvears many of the eccentricities which char-
acterized him as a youth when he was immortalized
by Mark Twain. Among other things he muade with
his own hands the coffin in which he was buried, as
o protest against the outrageous prices charged hy
the coffin trust, and supplied nearly all his friends
with similar vehicles for transmission into the next

world. A good story was (vld shortly after the presi-

dentia) election of 1912 regarding some of the charac-
ters made famous by Mark Twain, A well known
American author visited the scene of Mark Twain's
book and sought to get some local color through
questioning the natives. One o¢ld timer was ap-
proached and asked if he Knew Huckleberry KFinn,
“Naw, never heard of him,” was the reply. “Did you
ever meet Tom Sawyer?’ “Naw.” “Did you know
ddinhead Wilson?” “Hell, yes, 1 voted for him at
the last election,” was {he surprising rejoiner,
PRINCE RUPPRECHT, who is in command of the
(te;man forces on the Western front, is likely to
have his military reputation suffer within the next
few months, He is a Bavarian prince and was gen-
erally eredited with being one of the ablest of Ger-
many's generals, The Western front has been the
gravevard of (fermuan military reputations, \Von
Moltke, Von Kluck and others heing placed on the
retired list hecause of their failure to break through
to Calais and PParis. Prince Rupprecht has been in
charge for the last year and a half. or almost since
trench wiarfare commenced,  The progress made by
the ngilsh and French lest fall indicates pretiy
Cleat iy that when the weather clears up they will be
able to shove Prince Ruprecht and Lis coborts back
to the Rhine. Jlere's hoping, anyhow!

MANUEL DE ARRIAGA.—Portugal, one of our
Allies in (he conflict, has jost through death its first

president, Manucl de Arrin When Portugal de-

cided fo adopt the Republican form of Government
and  chascod  King  Muanuel from  the throne some

SIN vears v, the country was very muach broken

up ointo factions and for a time it looked as if it
would  bhe impossible to unite the discordant ele-
ments,  Happily for the country, it possessed in de
Arriaes oo man that all could trust,  He was chosen
president hecause of his ability to conciliate and
vwork harmoniously with the various factions. Ior
vears he had heen i professor st Coimbra Univer-
sity, and had heen the tutor in Bnglish for the
Lite Ming Carlos and the Duke of Oporto. De Ar-
£ ienosond dis sneeessor the present president were

p il

Mhowarm friends of the IKnalish,

SIR PERCY SYKES, one of the men whoe make
history for the British “mpire, has bheen carrying on
a4 splendid campaign for the pasft year in Persia.
Like €0 many of Britain's able pro-consunls, he knows

s the author of at

his country like a book. Sykes
least three hooks dealing with Persia, Ten Thousand
Miles in Persia, The Glory of the Shin World, and a

History of Persia. For the Jast year he has been in

charge of an army which has been policing southern

1'ersia for the British Government. The fact that he
went o in with only 800 British and Indian troops, and
wias able (o organize the native constabulary and
maintiin order speaks volumes for his administrative
and  military ability. Among other things, Sykes
made i thonsand mile march to Teheran, which rivals
in some respects Lord Roberts’ famous march to
Nandahar, A< a roung man ac college Sic Percy
Sykes was it sprinter, and won all kinds of medals as
a runner, @ practice which probably stood him in good
stead during the Jast twelve months, e saw a great

deal of service in India and in a4, and also fought

through the South African where he was

wonnded and received decoration,

CAPTAIN RYDER. Something of the indomitable
spirit which hag made Britain Mistress of the Seuas
is furnished in o series of letters received from Capt.
Ryder, of Port Wade, N.S., who has heen captain

of a freighter eruising ahout the subhmarine zone for

he last yvegr and a half. His letters show that the
men of the Marvitime PProvinces are made of just as
sood stuff and are ready to do their hit as cheer-

fully as any Jack Tar from the Mother Country. lix-

tracts from two letters received illustrate thisg spirit

of optimism and courage better than anything else,

“One week out I'resh water gone, huat plenty of
the briny all over us. Six sailors for crew — "Did

I say sailors? Three of them never saw o ship he-
fore, and the other three cannot steer yet. We go
«ix knots an hour—A good target, and in the most
serious place. The bally Huns do not seem to suc-
ceed in frightening tlie merchant shipping, though
they are doing all they can at present. 1 wish I could
remain at home, but, old boy, the double object 1
have in being here is to keep the wolf from the col-
tage door at Port Wade and help ]\'v(-)‘b the war hog
at bay over here. Don't worry, I'll flcat ashore on a
plank, or some other way.” A man who could write

like that is not going to let ngland stuarve,

sIR JOSEPH WARD.—Little New Zealand, which
has led the world in its contributions to Belgian Re-
lief, and led the British Empire in the number of
soldiers enlisted in proportion to the population, has
as one of its representatives at the Imperial Con-
ference its former premier, the Right Hon, Sir Joscph
Ward. Ward has long been known as an ardent Im-
perialist, and in his little ¢verseis Dominion ecn-

tributed in no small way to the growth of the im-

perial spirit, and to national defence.
N

KING FERDINAND.—At a time when the United
States is asking pertinent questions of Austria-Hun-
gary, Bulgaria and Turkey as to what they intend
doing in regard to Germany’'s submarine policy and
other matters, it is interesting to note lﬁal the Ger-
man IEmperor seems to be having some difficulties
in holding his partners in crime in proper submis-
sion. It is said that King Ferdinand, of Bulgaria,
the Fox of the Balkans, is keeping himself hiding
somewhere in Hungary and is looking for the first
chance to run to cover. He i5 not at all anxious to
have more countries at war with him, and altogether
is sgaid 10 be sorry that he iinked up his interests
with those of the Central Powers. I'erdinand is the
man primarily responsible for the two Balkan wuars,
and probably joined in this present conflici in an ef-
fort to get hack what he lost in the two other strug-
gles. The King has both French and German blood
in his veins, but the German bhlood predominates,

while he is married to a German prinecess and is also

an Austrian-Hungarian nobleman, and has extensive

cxtates

fifly-

in that empire. He has just celebhrated his

th birthday, but no one knows where the

festivities took place,

EMPEROR NICHOLAS. - While the retirement of
Nicholas from the throne of Russia may he the fore-
fanner of greater liberty for the people of that eoun-
try, there is something pathetic about the former
Czar and he calls for a large mea=ure of sympathy.
Nicholas was a weak ruler rather than a vicious
tyrant. He gave his people a large measure of free-
dom, 4s it was in his regime that the Duma was call-
e in?;, being. On the other hand, however, he was

undc: the influence of the reaciiona autocratic

lnnl)l]il}’. and especiaily those with pro-German tend-
encies.  Jt is also somewhat tragie that the man who
was instrumental in bringing about the firet inter-
national peace conference at the Hague should have

taken part in the two greatest wars of the world's

history - the Russian-Japanese and the present ti-

tanic st

(‘zar Nicholas has alwavs been a
man of peace and in his limited way must be ¢redited
with 2 wholehearted desire to {urther the interests
of his country. He came to the throae in 1844, form-

ed un alliince with France two years later, and some

If dozen years ago hrought about the (ormation

of the Triple Yntente,

DR. GEORGE E. MORRISON.-- The hreaking off o1
diplomatic relations between Clina and Germany bas
been aceredited to the influence of the Jupanese, hut

as @ matter of fact the real power hehind the throne,

or presidential chair, is a Britisher, br. Georce k.
Morrison, the most influential man in China, Mor-
rison is one of the most unigue characters in the
world. Born in Australia, he has explored prac-

tically every country in the world and attained pow

er seldom possessed by any one individus

maen.  As

a young man he walked across the continent of Aus-
tralia; followed that with an exploring trip through

New (Guinea, and carried away as souven

conple of spearheads in his body: went to Britain,
where he graduated as a doctor: studied in Paris:
acted as Court Physician to a Aorocco Chieftain:

journeyed from Liverpool to New York s an immi-

‘ant in the steer

o ferved as a purser on a ship
engaged in the West Indian fruit trade:; then sailed
around the world as an ordinary sailor before i{he
mast; and finally seltled in China as an employce
in the Imperial Customs Service. In China he fougiit
thiough the Boxer Rebellion, explored the whole of
Indo China, and took a -3,000 mile walking trip
through C‘hina dressed in native dress, later writing
a4 book about his trip. After somc years in China
he' becamé the resident correspondent for the Lon-
don Times, and furnished that paper with a great
deal of interesting inside information regarding af-
fairs in China. On the formation of the (‘hinese re-
public a few yecurs ago he was made chief political
adviser to the Chinese Government, a post he still
retaine.  He enjovs to a marked extent the confid-
ence of the C‘hinese people, and it is no exaggeratioa

to say that his influence in China has bheen of great-

or o assistance 1o Great Bri

tin than 2 dozen army
corps would haive heoewn,
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