THE HOME MISSION JoU

aud fifty thousand liquor saloons in the United
States will be closed up.  Moderate drinking
leads to immoderate, and immoderate drinking
wmakes drunkards,  All who uphold  moderate,
drinking upbold making drunkards; and Chris-
tians should clear themselves of this sin: *For the
time is come that judgment must begin at the
bouse of God."

R Suggestion.

The Canadian Baptist tells a story which may,
we believe, be suggestive of a better way to many
church members,  We reproduce it in “the hope
that it may show some what they can do and
ought to do. A not very strong church, in a
rather poor agricultural district, was making
very heavy demands upon the leading member,
He felt he was giving all he could to the support
of the church, consistent with the demands upon
him in connection with his rather large family.
It was proposed to organize a Woman's Mission-
ary Society,  He saw no way in which he could
raise the money with which to pay the monthly
dues for the three lady members of his family.
Finialy he bethought himself, **I have been using
tobacco all my life, Can I continue to do S0,
when by giving up smoking 1 can have some-
thing to give to the great cause of missions?’
When it become clear in his own mind that the
issue was between a selfish  gratification which
was injurious in itself, and the claims of Christ
and the perishing, he said, '} must sacrifice this
bad habit, in order to help fulfill the Great Com-
mission."  He is now rejoicing in the privilege
of giving to send the gospel to those vha so
desperately necd it.  Did he not do right?
there not hundreds in our chnrches who m
profit by the example of this brothes?  The
amount spent on tobacco by a good many fiftics
of our people, would total up enough to each
fifty to support a missionary, Save the mom v
for the Lord's treasury and for souls, Lretien.
Can we doubt what is the will of Gud?
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Rbout Failures.
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“That kind of a sermon makes a man feel
awfil mean,™ said one to his pastor at the close
of the service,  The sermon had been on the fail-
ures of Christians and of the Church, The word
“mean’ may not be the best word to express
what was in the mind of the speaker. He possis
bly meant a feeling of self-disparagement and de-
pression. It is not the worst thing in the world
to have a touch of depression now and then, pro-
viding it does not become  chronie and under-
mine the soul's energy.  Failure might be, in
fact often is, the stepping stone to success. As
night precedes the day, so darkness and defeat
go before gladuess and victory, The history of
revivals shows that in nearly every case great
spiritual depression and dearth preceded great
awakenings.  In a seuse they follow as effect
follows cause. Out of failures are born confess-
ion, prayer, a turning to God in helplessness,

and these are the beginning of an era of spiritual |

prosperity,

There is a way, however, of speaking of fail-
ures which hurt rather than help, which destroy
hope instead of inciting it.  One has said *‘there
is no word in our language that conveys so much
sinking of heart as the word failure; it is one of
those words which should te used sparingly and
with discrimination.”” It is a fact which cannot
fail to arrest the atiention that successful men in
cvery sphere of life are buoyant men. Nine
optimists succeed to one pessimist. ‘T'his is strik-
Iy true in the church. The great preachers, the
Awakening evangelists have been almest alw ays
men of redundant hope and energy. When a
man becomes a complainer and wailer over the
badness of things his sun is setting, hisday sinks
nto night,  But it might be asked if an earnest
uan is to be blind to muliplying evils, is he not
0 lament and denounce them? This needs no
eply, but it might be said that in every case
vhen a man succeeds in overcoming the evils,
here is invariably the tone of hope and courage,
[hose who knew Mr. Spurgeon will have noticed
iat peculiar buoyancy in his preaching even
then he denounced the colduess of the church
nd prevalent evils. The people who listened

were not so much depressed as energized to over-
come them, ‘The tone of courage and assurance
rau through his most denunciatory preaching.

Ministers and Christian workers whose lives
and labors are set to the minor key mecessarily
fail, - A congregation can stand only a limited
amount of religious drizzle. Those who speak as
if they were all going to the bad never do much
to stop them gomg there,  Chronic complaints
and ominous forbodings are as disastrous in
church work as misercres and dires wonld be, if
plaved by the band on the ficld of battle. The
Joy of the Lord is strength,

But we are doomed to liear the wail of failure
every day.  What does it mean that so much is
written about it?  How shall we anderstand it?
People are saying civilization is a failure, educa-
tion a failure, democracy a failure, missions a
failure, tie pulpit a failure, Christianity a fail-
ure, life itself a failure, And they are all fail-
ures-—in part,  Looking at things from the stand-
point of the ideal, judging them by the perfect
standard, measuring snccess by our hojes and
aspirations, then, indeed, we wsce failure every
where,  The mixture of evil with the good, of
misery with happiness, of wrong with right, of
doubt wiih faith; compell in us a fecling of fail-
ure,  Noone hardlv ever dies without feeling
| that his life has been a failure, at least, only a
partial success, and the higher his coneeptions of
life and its possibilities, the greater his sense of
disparity between what his life was and what it
might have been,
insaying have fougit a guod fight, 1 have
kept the faith,"” ete,

It is well though, to remember that there are
triumphs as well as defeats, and things to rejoice
in as well as things to de plore, things to hoast of
as welllas things to be ashamed of.  Shall we say
oar glorious climate is a failure because some-
times blizzards sweep down upon us, or that the
fertility of the soil is not great becanse here and
there are arid plains and sterile hills?  Shall we
; sy Christianity is a failure because all the sores

of the world are vot healed, because consciences
yare nat anstructed or public sentiment is not
f wholly pure?  Shall we say the church has failed
i because some nf its members are ot living ideal
“lives or because all souls around it are vot saved?
i We should remember that faith is not dead and
. plety is yeta tree of life among us,

T wishtomake grateful mention of the recep-
tionof acheck for $50, in June, from Bro, J. S.
‘Titus, Treasurerof New Brunswick Convention,

I being a donation from Second Johnson and Second
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Grand Lake churches and from several personal |

L giftsof friends,  Dear friends, to me this is very
cheering and helpful, as it lifts a burden of care
and anxiety from my heart, and will undoubedly
ina way aid inmy recovery,  1am glad to be able
to report that my lung trouble has almost entirely
| gone, but my doctor pronounces my liver in a bad
| condition, which still gives me much suffering
i from time to time, and causes great weakness, yet
weare hopeful of being able in the spring to re-
i sume labor in sume needy section of the Lord's
i great vinyard *if he wills."  Again I say to all
who have remembered me with their gif
i their prayers, “Thanks' and way God bless you.
Cordially,
S. D. ErviNg,
Porth Centre, Vic, Co., N, B., Jan, 18th,

Permit me through your columns to make
grateful mention of the kindness of Havelock
friends in a cash donation given through the medi-
um of a Christmas tree. This particular tree
showered its blessing liberally upon the Sunday
School—upon scholars and teachers alike, A
carefully arranged programme was carried out
by the Sunday School, which was fully enjoyed
by all present. J. W. Browx.

Havelock, January 12th.
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“Te cannct gather too much of the Christian spint
—the spirit of forbearance md peace and sacrifice—
the spirit of brotherhood and charity—the spirit of
purity and devotion to Him through whom comes ul
that renders life noble and true.

Lo system was sdopted,
Paul was almost an exception |

1 Was wrong.
| there beside the rail lay the bruised and mutilated
| body.

Religious News.

Maving along quietly, in-

ST. ANDRrEWS, dications encouraging, con-

CrarLoTTE Co., gregations slowly increasing,

prayer  mcetings  lively,

Observed the week of prayer in union with  the

Presbyterians and Methodists, and the meetings

were of such an encouraging character that w:

resolved to continue this week, lolding one in

cach church.  Our prayer is, God revive thy
work in this town and surrounding country,

CALVIN CURRIE.

The cup of joy and the eup
SAINT STRPHRN, of sorrow often stand side by

N. B, side and God permits his
people to drink them in quick
successions  Such lias been the experience of the

Baptists of St. Stephen during the past fortnight,

‘On the third of January occurred the annual **roll

call,” which was regarded by all present as the
most delightful and encouraging gathering of the
kind in the history of the church, Al depart-
ments gave good accounts of themselves,  Fine
ancially the church surpassed the record of any
previous year by several huudred dollars.  In
addition to this a new debt of a thousand dollars,
incurred by the repairs made on the pre perty
during the past summer, L.d beew provided for
by pledges pavable in four years, The free pew
Officers for thie new  year
were electeds When the roll of membership was
called, 154 responded in person or by letter,  Re-
freshments were served and  pastor and people
went bowie full of joy and thanksgiving, desiring
and expecting a wore decided advance during
the first year of the new century,  One to rejoice
with us and who bad contributed in large mea-
sure to our success was Iidwin B. Keirstead, the
efticient treasurer,  When his name was called
e rose and with mmusual force, for he was by
nature extremely reticent, he said. *'1 have been
wondering all day what I could say in response to
my name that would indicate my present attitude
toward the church. I love the church as I have

| always loved it, and I know that I have passed

from death unto life because I love the brethren.'*
This proved to be his valedictory to the church
and to the world.  On the following Tuesday
evening he went to St. John with his son Will,
who was returning to his studies at  Wolfville,
On Wednesday afternoon he took the C. P. R.
train for home.  The train reached McAdam and
moving out toward Vanceboro before Mr. Keir-
stead realized that he was being carried by, He
rushed into the pullman for his overcoat and then
to the platform of the car and stepped out.  In
some way not yet explained he was caught or
slipped back after the snow, in a moment the
train hands felt the jar and realized something
The train was quickly stopped and

Within an honr life was extinct, Mr. D.

| H. Bates of St. Stephen, who chanced to be on
| the same train identified the body and wired the

s and in |

sad intelligence to friends here, and the writer
had to go with the terrible news to the bereaved.
family, still awaiting the loved one's return.
No event in the history of the town has come
with such a shock and made so deep an impression
on the entire community,  The deceased was
a member of the firm of Ganong Bros., a mem-
ber of the Town Council, the treasurer and a
trustee of our church, a member of the Masonic
order, the Knights of Pythias and the Foresters.
Mr. Keirstead was a man of noble impulses, a
humble and devout Christian, loved and respected
by all who knew him. The loss to the town,

| the church, the home, appears to be irreparable,

but God makes no mistakes. What he does now
we cannot understand but we will learn by and
by. T'he funeral took place last Sunday. The
services were held at the church., Not a third
of the people who came to show their respect
could gain admissi The ministers of the
town assisted. The pastor gave an address, A
quartette of male voices sang  with sympathetic
sweetness, The long procession reformed and
proceeded to the cemetery.  After the committal
service by the pastor, the Masonic burial service
was read and then we wended our way homeward,
but with a better understanding of the words:
‘‘Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from
henceforth: yes, saith the Spirit, that they may
rest from their labors; and their works do follow




