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NOTE AND COMMENT

Amb dor Bryce, 4 to the
students of the University of Kansas,
told them that thoroughness was the
essentinl thing. ““Three fourths of
the mistakes that a man makes,” he
declared, “are made because he

doesn’t really know the thing he
thinks he knows."

What reflections are awakened about
the moral and religlous conditlon of a
town, says the Preshyterlan Standard,
when more local paragraphs appear in
its newspapers about bridge whist than
about any other one thing? This ques-
tion Is all the more serlous for the rea-
son that gambling and drinking are
come to be assoclated with it.

|

Mr. Winston Churchill tells us in his
last book, “My African Journey,” that
Uganda Is the only country he ever
visited where every person of a suit-
able age went to church every Sunday
morsing. He estimates the number of
native Christians in Uganda at 100,000.
Mr. Churchill also says that he never
saw better order or happier homes
than In this central reglon of Africa,
where a few years ago ploneer mis-
slonarle were mercllessly put to death
by natives.

A great many men, it must be con-
fessed to their shame, remarks the Lu-
theran World, are doing about all they
do at religion In the name of thelr
wives, They are really serving the
Lord, If at all, by proxy. Considering
this, it Is rather true to the facts that
some bright preacher has changed a
line In hymn 408 in our Book of Wor-
ship to read: “Take my wife and let
her be consecrated, Lord, to Thee.”
And that another has indulged in this
bit of transformed poetry: “In the
world's broad fleld of battle, in the
bivouac of life, You will find the Chris-
tian soldler represented by his wife.”

‘““The Home Country Gazette"” is a
new monthly journal published at
Stratford-on-Avon, and is sald to be
the enterprise of a group of brilllant
men and women Interested allke in
politics and literature. A feature of
the journal is a series entitled “Let-
ters to Little Statesmen'" Ome each,
addressed to Lord Rosebery and Mr,
Asquith, have appeared, written per-
haps by Marie Corelli, which is one
of the group and who is announced to
contribute articles and specially writ-
ten stories. The “Letters” are sald to
be master pieces of satire and by a
very able and well known writer “who
for the moment preserves anonymity.”
I was hasty In guessing at the author-
ship. Miss Corelll is well known, is
sarcastic, but is she very able? She
has an atroclous style. The current
rumber of the Gazette contains an
article on the present political situa-
tion in England, called “The Bac
bone of Putty,” and a story, “A Po-
litical Wobbler,” A series of papers
are appearing on the sources of
Shakespeare's plays. The journal costs
but a penny.

The Sidney (Australia) Messenger
says: Talking of vestments reminds
us of the mach-discussed question whe-
ther Presbyterian cholr girls ought to
wear some kind of uniform. One learns
from Canada that Ralph Connor's choir
are without hats and gloves, and that
in a Methodist church in Winnipeg the

choir members filed in all robed In
bishop-shaped gowns, tne ladles with
lawn bands, but without hats or gloves.
In the City Temple, London, the ladles
wear a Siclllan robe of almost peacock
blue, and a college cap or “mortar-
board.” Is 1t not time the Presbyterian
Church faced the question of officlal
dresg for choirs? Why leave it to hap-
hazard, resulting in the total lack of
uniformity? In one of our churches
lately the sopranos were crowded so
much that while they could find room
for their shoulders they certainly could
not find space for their hats, The re-
sult was, that the cart-wheel creations
were somewhat “dished.” Why not the
bare head, and a nice robe for both
men and women? If in Christ Jesus
there is nelther male nor female, must
a woman still wear a hat in church?

Dr. Grenfell writes to the Witness:
“A great event has happened so far as
Labrador ls concerned. The winter
mall has come across In the middle of
March, from Forteau in Labrador to
Flower's Cove, in Newfoundland. Never
before in the history of manking has
this feat been accomplished, and 1t Is
only due to the enterprising postmas-
ter-general and to the brave man who
brought the mall, to say that it Is of
very much greater Import and a very
much greater feather| In their caps
than most men Imagine. One great ob-
jection to the Labrador residence In
winter has been the supposed impossi-
bility of getting out from Christmas to
May, and as far as the north end of
this country is concerned, the impossi-
bility of getting any news from our
colleagues and friends and the impos-
sibllity of making any arrangements
with them for the coming ing sea-
son. A mall coming across regularly
in the winter at the trifling cost of a
few dollars is now not only clearly
demonstrated as possible for once, but
that it could be run fairly regularly
and with comparative safety, More-
over, it is a new feature in physiogra-
phy to know that a single man, with-
out running any Inordinate risk, can
pass the straits with a light boat prac-
tically any time in the winter.”

At a meeting of the American Soclety
for the Study of Alcohol and Other
Drug Narcotles, held recently in Phil-
adelphia, some remarkable statements
were made by sclentists from all parts
of the country. Dr. T. A. MacNicholl,
of New York, s authority for declara-
tions with regard to his own city that
are almost unbelievable, but which are
80 corroborated from other sources that
they must be accepted as fact. Ac-
cording to Dr. MacNicholl, less than
twenty-four per cent. of the children
under sixteen In Greater New York are
recelving religlous or moral instruction,
and in certain sections of the city at
least half of the school children are
beer drinkers. ~Last year, though but
a small percentage of the youthful of-
fenders against the law were appre-
hended, one child in every seventy-five
was arrested for a criminal offense, and
sixteen arrests of children were made
every day for major crimes! Condi-
tions are apparently growing worse in-
stead of better. “More than three years
#go,” sald Dr. MacNicholl, “I reported
that 66 per cent. of the school children
examined by me were physically defec-
tive, and this percentage was corrobor-
ated by a subsequent report of the New
York Board of Education. In the New
York city superintendent’'s recent re-
port we find that in spite of an ener-
getic corps of doctors and nurses, and
the correction of thousands of defec-
tive eyes, ears, throats and noses, the
percentage of defective children has In-
creased to 75 per cent.”

In the death of Samuel L. Clemens
the world loses more than the great-
est of modern humorists. Broad sym-

pathy, wide tolerance, together with a
peculiar capacity to penetrate shams
and distinguish the true from tha
false, characterize the true humorist.
Mark Twaln had a varied experience.
Brought up on the banks of the Mis-
sissippi, he knew the river and loved
it from his childhood. He knew boy
life as he described it in *“ Tom Saw-
yer.” A tramp printer, a river pllot,
for a short time a soldler of the Con-
federacy, a gold hunter in a rough
camp, a newspaper man, a lecturer, a
traveler welcomed by the great men
of all nations, few men have known
80 much of so many kinds of life.
What he saw of life he understood
better than most men, and what he
understood he could describe in a
manner that entertained thousands of
audiences and hundreds of thousands
of readers. As well known, and, If
possible, more highly appreclated in
England than in America, his works
have been translated and widely read
in German, French and other lan-
guages. A bankrupt in his old age
through the failure of the publishing
house of Charles L. Wehster and Co.,
he returned to the distasteful life of
lecture platform in order that he
might pay more than a hundred thou-
sand dollars of debts of the firm for
which he was not legally responsible.
He succeeded In his undertaking and
accumulated a large fortune besides,
It is sald that for the last ten years
his books have given him an annual
income of from $40,000 to $50,000.
The only heir to this fortune is his
daughter, Mme, Ossip Gabrilowitsch.
His books, however, belong to the
world, and because of them it Is a
pleasanter world to live in.

Germany seems to he adopting the
principle of taxing the unearned in-
crement of land values. The muniel-
palities are already collecting about
$126,000,000 annually from this source,
and a bill is now before the Relchstag
whereby six per cent. of this shall find
its way Into the imperia! treasury. The
notable thing about this measure is
that it is not presented by the Soclal-
istic party, but is put forth by the gov-
ernment as part of Its policy. It Is
rather startling to notice the number
of projects and principles, first advocat-
ed by soclalists, which have already
found their way Into the accepted or-
der of things.

Apropos of this Is an item from The
Advance: “In the city of London at
least one person In every four will dle
In the wrikshop, hospital or lunatic
asylum. This seems a startling state-
ment, but it is taken from an officlial
report. Charles Booth, who made a
thorough study of the population of
London, sa that not quite one per
cent. of the people are occasional la-
borers, loafers and semi-criminals; 7.5
per cent. are casual laborers, in chronic
want; and 22.3 per cent. may be classed
as poor. These three classes, forming
over 30 per cent. of the total popula-
tion, are on or below the pcverty line.
In additlon, there are about 100,000 in-
mates of workhouses, hospitals, pris-
ons and industrial schools. Thus in the
British metropolis there are almost 1,-
400,000 people who feel the grinding
heel of poverty.’ And what about the
children in these classes? Are they
properly cared for? Are they being ed-
ucated? To allow such an army of
youngsters to grow up in ignorance, to
be followed by other similar armies,
would be a crime against the nation
and against humanity. The govern-
ment forces the children to attend
school, and if they are hungry it has
to feed them. This Is the hard logic
of the situation. It Is distasteful to
most of the councilmen, who were
elected on a platform strongly opposed
to all forms of Sociallsm; but in the
face of the terrible poverty of the fam-
illes from which these children come,
theories collapse and policles are lost
sight of. Loglc 1s powerless when con-
fronted by hungry children.”




