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GALVANISM AND THE TWENTI
ETH CENTURY.

beLievem* .still clLng to the old faith, 
to the "old tini« religion." I dare aay 
Lliie is equally true of the great maes of 
l'reebyterUttiM of what ever name, clergy, 
non! laity alike. Tlie great underlying 
principles of Calvinism have not lost 
their hold on the man* of the people. 
Why the almost hysterical demand for 
civic righteousness in out own country, 
North Mid South, Bleat and West! Why 
the universal cry for evangelistic effort*? 
Why the lining up of our men for the 
help of the Lord against the mighty? 
Why tlie universal unmet, the craving 
for cheer communion with God, voiced in 
every direction I

What we need is knowledge and lead 
ership, the plain and unequivocal re ) 
statement of the old principles, perhaps 
in term# more intelligible to our genera 
lion, which have made our Presbyterian 
ehuruhes a power for God in tlie lane. 
That this is not an idle dream is prove» 1 
by the history of Dutch Calvinism, once 
spued out and dispised, trampled under 
foot by Rationalism and apparently for 
gotten; but rieing like a Phennix from 
it* aehe* and. under able leadership, 
dominating today both the political and 
tlie eocleeiasticai situation.

What we need in our Calvin célébra 
lion is deep conviction and high rond 
holy reeolve. We will then find that the 
principles, on which cur Presbyterian 
life is founded, are unchangeably the 

for ell time <uid that in honoring

Tlie great underlying princinlee of his 
doctrine found with Calvin a wider «aid 
deeper application. They tweenie a dh 
tinet world view (Weltanschauung) and 
they virtually led the stream of hmiiMi 
life into a new channel. As Dr. Kuyper 
has so beautifully argued in hie "Stone 
Iwcturee." Calvinism takes rank with 
Paganism, I.damism and Roman ism. 
as a new process of human development. 
A glance at history will convince even 
the moat skeptical, or tlie most hostile, 
of the rejuvenating influence, which it 
lias exerted on the nations that fell under 
its sway. Dr. Fruin. of Leyden Univers 
Ity (himself a rationalist), ban plainly 
shown how in every case, where Pretest 
anthm had to assert iteelf by force, ft 
was Galvanism which wared the war of 
victory. Our own great hletorians have 
freely admitted tirât the leaven of Cal 
vindwm. brought to our shores by the 
Puritan pilgrims, has made North Amer 
ion great, and differentiated it forever 
fmm South America.

By Professor Henry E. Dœker, D.D.
In one of these articles it was said that 

Luther stood with one foot in tlie past, 
with the other in the present; Calvin, 
on tile contrary, with one f<mt in the 
present, with the oilier in the future. 
Ami the present, in which he moved, 

Mill animated by that moel ditll 
cult of all fhinge fully to appreciate, 
the spirit of the Middle Agee. A ne*' 
humanity was « rented, and this new hu 
inanity, dimly self-conscious, was stand 
ing tut on tip-toe and gazing into the 
distant future. To appreciate Calvin s 
life and theology, we must never forget 
this. Pays Henry: "The voice of a new 
life spoke within him, he existed in tlie 
eeaeon of transition to another period 
of culture, which he partially compre
hended and partially assisted to effect. 
If we are conscious of some discordant 
notes in his life, we muet not neglect 
Vi consider that after the lapse of some 
centuries, when the world will be anlm 
ated by another spirit, history in our pres 
ent mode of existence, will utter more 
then one discordant note, because we 
are more or less in bondage to the spirit 
of our age, which can never be absolute 
1y pure. But tlie Individual is not re 
sponsible for the spirit of his times."

zThe twentieth century is wholly <Hf 
feront in even' re pee t from the sixteenth; 
we have made immeasurable progress 
in those five centuries: the spirit of the 
age is wholly changed; our angle of 
view, from which we look at things, 
is not that of the fathers. And yet we 
should never forget that the objective 
reality of the things we look at, as well 
as they did, ia not changed. When we 
ask the question, therefore, what signifie 
enee Oalvin has for onr century, we may 
safely set a?ide, as unreliable, the off
hand verdict of many men. men even 
o? great ability and wide reputation, who 
claim that Calvinism is hopelessly dead 
and beyond the possibility of resurrect
ion.

And it was not the political aspect of 
Calvinism, not the principle of human 
individuality and right «if man over 
against man. not Galvanism as 
guarantee of constitutional lilierty.' 
which wrought the miracle and achieved 
the success; but it was the potent tali tv 
of its inherent religious principles, which 
has done it ell. Says Dr. Kuyper: "It 
could not have brought about, this change 
in the history of the world, except by 
implanting a new principle in tlie hu 
man heart and by opening another world 
of thought for the human spirit.'* 
again : "From Western Europe the 
mighty impulse proceeded which caused 
science and art to flourish, which '«pen- 
oil new channels for commerce and in

"the

the man, whose fourth centenary we 
celebrate, we are only laying stress on 
that, which was the centre end drown 
ference of all Calvin's labors the Glngv 
of Ood.--Prwbvterlan Standard.

And

HOW TO INCREASE THE INTER 
EST IN MISSIONS.

(Mrs. George Begg, Austin, Texas). 
There oan be no question as to 

whether a church shall be a missionary 
ohurc/h. Tf It Is not a missionary church 
it is not a true church of Christ. There 
should never be a question as to wheth 
er a Christian should be in favor of mis 
sions: if he is not in favor of mission* 
either he docs not know enough to be 
a Christian " fmir square." or else lie Is 
not willing to be one. A person who 
opposes missions sets himself against 
Jesus; and he cannot be for Him and 
against Him.

Missions is the main business of tlie 
church, just as selling goods is the 
main business of the shopkeeper. 
What would we think of a shop-keeper 
who would fit alp a handsome rfiop and 
hire a set of capable clerks and then 
take no thought about the sale of his 
goodsf That would be no worae than to 
build fine churches and have fine sing 
ing and preaching, and take no thought 
for the salvation of the world. When 
the church ce sees to be missionary she 
will cease to live, because she was 
created for that end and must keep the

There are three great foes to missions 
—'worldliness, selflehnees. and ignorance. 
Tie first two oan only he overcome bv 
P' ayer and example. Any plan that 
w 11 scour « more generally throughout 
c ir churches earnest, definite, and in 
tclligent intercession, outfit to be re 
garded as important.

Tt. is a duty and privilege always with 
In reach of every Christian, and was a 
characteristic work'of our Saviour and 
His apostles when on earth.

The ladles of our church hold a pray 
What then has Calvin to hope for from ** meeting every Monday afternoon, 

such an environmentf But wait! All • *nd l*”t vear we agreed to prav Whs* 
these negation* oooirov the attention of^^v#* workers for the held should he 
the world of scholarship, the masse* of oalled from onr church, and each week

duetgy. which illumined family and civic 
life, which elevated the burgher class 
to a position of honor, which placed the 
laborer with equal rights bv the side n# 
the employer, which cawed philanthropy 
to bloom and abort all which, bv its 
puritanical seriousneee, lias elevated the 
moral life of humanity and purified and 
ennobled it. Then Judge whether we 
have the right to continue to banish 
this Ood given Calvinism to the histor 
ioal archivas, a* a drama that has been 
finished; and whether it Is so incon 
ceivable that thie same Calvinism might 
again bring us a blessing and might en 
Wd «Mill Iteelf a besetIful hope for 
the future."

The)- who pass this judgment forget in 
tin- first place that Calvinism, as we have 
said before, is a misnomer, theologically 
et least, because its main principles are 
vastly oldif than Its name implies. And 
in the second place they overlook the 
principle of pendulosity In the history 
of Christian doctrine. In the family 
life of the church th rr are only 
cradles, no graves at all. F--r nothin* that, 
ves ever born in it can actually bo slid 

to have ever died. Old thine* have in 
it a peculiar habit of renewing their 
youth agalrr. Moreover, he must be a 
bold man, -who could claim that Calvin 
ism, even in the restricted serve, is dead 
today. The man who passes such a 
judgment has only a partial knowledge of 
the facta in the case. From the very 
beginning there were in the life of the 
Church two tendendee. which we may 
roughly outline as the Paulhtic and Jud- 
aeistlc. On the one hand, a conception 
of the need of divine grace was aheol 
ute, on the other as relative; on the one 
hand God and man, on the other, man 
and God; on the one hand a humanity 
lost and deid in trespasses and stn. on 
the other, a humanity ill by reason of 
ein but far from hel/'lees.

From Paul to Augustine, from August
ine to Ootischelk. from Gottechalk to 
Thomas Aquinas, from Thomas Aquinas 
to Calvin, always these two forces are- 
in operation. In ceaseless action end re
action. The significance of Calvinism for 
our age is therefore what it. has had and 
will have for all ages. But there is a 
wider aen«e, in which the word ia used.

Tt is (me there words bring no thrill 
to the man. who bows before the idol 
of the dev and who is convinced that the 
vaunted biblical scholarship of the age 
has given a death-blow to historical Osl 
vfnism. The sovereignity of God is not 
a palatable doctrine to the man who 
glories in his own sovereign power. The 
Rcrmture*. lacerated by the dissecting 
knife of the critic*, seem worn to n 
frazzle a.nd have apparently lost that 
hold on the human consciousness, with 
out which Calvinism

to the dust and even his true historic 
picture is no longer sought In but be 
hind the goepel story, by the great Ger
man eeholars. Divine no longer. He is 
merely a noble example of disinterested 
love and piety. Gone are His i nos mi 
lion. His miracles. H1s atoning death. 
His resurrection. His ascension. Looked 
at with the eve of the scholarship of 
the age. our entire Apostolic Creed looks 
like the water front of Messina after the

ia Incnnceiv 
Christ has been humbled

erthquake.

A

I —i____________ _______ ——


