
Miss Numè of Japan.

CHAPTER I.

PARENTAL AMBITIONS.

When Orito, son of Takashima Sachi, was but ten 
years of age. and Numè, daughter of Watanabe 
Omi, a tiny girl of three, their fathers talked quite 
seriously of betrothing them to each other, for they 
had been great friends for many years, and it was 
the dearest wish of their lives to see their children 
united in marriage. They were very wealthy men, 
and the father of Orito was ambitious that his son 
should have an unusually good education, so that 
when Orito was seventeen years of age, he had left 
the public school of Tokyo and was attending the 
Imperial University. About this time, and when 
Orito was at home on a vacation, there came to the 
little town where they lived, and which was only a 
very short distance from Tokyo, certain foreigners 
from the West, who rented land from Sachi and 
became neighbors to him and to Omi.

Sachi had always taken a great deal of interest in 
these foreigners, many of whom he had met quite 
often while on business in Tokyo, and he was very
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