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iiigsof his love to God, ami the mofl triumphmit
hope of the accomplifhment of the promifes
which arm the true Chriftian at the approach
of death. Sentiments very dilFerent from
thofe of a feditious malefa6tor.

It is a grois evalion, by no means new, to

endeavour to throw off the odium of fuch cruel

ties upon the Emperor. For the ecclefiaftics

|)ronounced the guilt though they always tranf-

fcrrcd the punishment of the offender to the
lecular power. A right, indeed, of inflifting

fome puniihments upon heretics, they always
claimed, and exercifed themfelves *. To have
claimed the right of life and death would have
been going farther than perha]:)s fovereio-ns

would have been inclined to admit. To avoid
thejealouW of Princes, and, at the fame time,

to maintain the hypocritical affedation of
mercy in the midil of perfecutions, they devol-
^'ed capital jnmilhments upon the civil Go-
vernment. The canons againft heretics, after

going the full length of eccleliailical cenfures,

penances, depri\'atioiis, diiiibilities, depolitions,

confilcations,and imprifonments, in themfelves

a lufficiently formidable lift of evils, deliver

them o\er to the fccular arm to infli6u due
jHinifhment-^f-. But the fecular power, that is

the lovereign of the country, was bound by
another canon to extirpate all perlbns whom
the Church Ihould pronounce to be heretics.

]f he did not extirpate them, the pope abfolved

* Dcc-vct. C:iuf:i XXHI. (^rx!*. -1-. Cap. 3?. etc.

[Sept. rc(nl;\l. l.ili. V. Tit. f). Cap. 'J.
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