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It is a curious fact that the part of tin- American Continent which is

nearest to tlie IJritish Isles, and on the sanio latitude, is of all that

eiintinent the least known. Lalirador has heon almost universally

avoided. The reason for this is not fur to seek. It is the same that

explains why Newfoundland, tho oldest of all British Colonies, is

perhaps tho least developed. Each of those countries was first sought
liy fishermen, who found tho coast, of Labrador esjwcially, a real

" abomination of desolation." On tho Labrador coast not a treo is to bo

seen. There is nothing there but bare rocks, and occasionally a little

stunted grass. It is almost perpetual winter.

The reports of tho fishermen and mariners, to whom this uninviting

prospect was displayed, gave the country its character, and there has
been created a false impression that tho interior of the country is fairly

sampled by the coiist.

The Arctic current, wii i as icebergs and icy waters, freezes tho
coast, but has no effect on the inland. At a distance of not more than
12 miles from the coast there commences a luxuriant forest growth,
which clothes the whole of the country, with the exception of a few
spots, chiefly towards the north, called " barrens." These barrens are
what we should call moors, and are tho homes of vast herds of cariboo.

The climate n few miles inland is totally different from that on tho
coast. A journey of 20 or 30 miles in summertime up the country
from the sea is like passing from winter to summer.

Before entering upon any details of my recent journey, it will bo as
well to inquire to what extent Labrador is at present populated, and
how far tho interior has been explored.

Tho whole of the south and tho greater part of the east coast is

devoted in the summertime to the cod-fishery. For the purpose of this
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