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thither ; and later, when it was decided^ that Drummond Island was in 
U.S. territory, he followed the British forces to Penetanguishene in 1828, 
where he subsequently died, and where he and his wife and the majority 
of his family lie buried. It was the fond hope of the family that Louie 
would succeed his father in the Government service as Indian interpreter. 
In pursuance of this plan, his father sent him to a French school at 
L’Assomption ;* to the Indian schools at Cobourg and Cornwall ; also, 
for a term, to the Detroit “ Academy ” ; so that Louie became possessed 
of a tolerably fair education, and was regarded by his compatriot 
half-breeds and French-Canadians as exceedingly clever and a man of 
superior attainments. Though his memory appears almost intact, the 
reader may find in his narrative a little disregard for the correct sequence 
of events, and a tendency to get occurrences mixed, which is not sur­
prising when the length of time is considered. As Louie’s command of 
English is somewhat above the average of that of his fellow voyageurs, 
he is permitted to present his narrative, with few exceptions, in his own 
words.

His Narrative.

My name is Lewis Solomon—spelled L-e-w-i-s—though they call me 
Louie. I was born on Drummond Island in 1821, moved to St. Joseph 
Island in 1825, back to Drummond Island again, and then to Pene­
tanguishene in 1829. My father’s name was William Solomon, Govern­
ment interpreter. His father, Ezekiel Solomon, was born in the city of 
Berlin, Germany, came to Montreal and went up to the “ Sault.” My 
father was appointed Indian interpreter by the British Government and 
was at Mackinaw during the War of 1812, then moved to Drummond 
Island with the British forces, and afterwards to Penetanguishene. My 
mother’s maiden name was Johnston, born in Mackinaw, where she and 
my father were married. She died in Penetanguishene. My father 
received his discharge under Sir John Col borne, retiring on a pension of 
seventy-five cents a day after a continued service of fifty-six years with 
the Government, and he died at Penetanguishene also.

When the military forces removed fr«m Drummond Island to Pene­
tanguishene, the Government authorities chartered the brig Wellington 
to carry the soldiers, military and naval supplies, and government stores ; 
but the vessel was too small, and they were obliged to charter another 
vessel, and my father was instructed by the Government to charter the 
schooner Hackett (Alice) commanded by the owner, Capt. Hackett.

* Probably Assumption College, or the school which wns its prototype, at Sandwich, 
Out., rather than a school at L’Assomption, Que.


