
A SHORT HISTORY OF THREE GENERATIONS
OF ENGINEERS.

"Of no use arc the men who study to do exactly as was dnnpbefore, who can never understand that to-cfay is a new day "-Emerson

THE FIRST GEWERATIOK.
In the year 1810 Samuel Spalding entered the . -vice of the United

States Government as a n.akcr of irusket barrels, wh, in he made sucha reputation that he was .nvited in 1818 to take up the s.une work in apnvate armory^ After ^ix years in the latter, he left the business and in
1824 started the hrst manufactory of buttons on American soil withbuildmg and maehmery planned and eoiistructed by himself

Two years later, he bought a mill-site, upon which he built a damand watc^-wheels, fo, a machine-shop and factory. Near the latter hebuilt dwellings for his work people.
The button factory, machine-shop, mill and dwellings were built of

bricks, made in a brick-yard that he established for the purpose, at a datewhen almost all such structures were made of wood.
In 181'8 he had the business in full operation, pro<luciPg webbingfor surcingles, and similar uses, from the raw cotton
Like the button works, it was the pioneer, on this side the AtlanticEvery part of the outht was dc>signed by him, and built on his own prem:ises, under his own supervision. ^
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'^!!*'" '''"''' '''*' '^''*™ntinued after his decease, becausehere was nobody to carry it on, but • 1.. a-bbing business has Ix^en addedto from time to time, until there w.. seven mills, all .levoted to that
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THE SECOIfD GEWERATIOI.

th. r
^72 ^"'^'^^P^'WinK. «he youngest son of Samuel Spalding hadhe run of these works all through his l,oyhcH«l. Ex,.erie„ce ga^ atthat^un^sionable age. as well as the inherited tendeicy, has Lj.:l
He was apprenticed to „ silversmith, where he learned the art of

-^""^ '1^ had learne-I that :.rt, he ent.re.i an optical works whereinhe became acuanUed with the production of nautical, astronomica and

Xh'T "^"""'^•"^:'' 'h^^ "'-' type of M.,rse telegraph instru.nems« hich are now curiosities, .seldom seen, were also ma.lo there.

""'"*''

23


