The Elmira Public Library.
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v number of the young men of Elmira met and diseussed
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was laid as early as the y
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the advisability of organizing a Soviety, the ohjects of which were to
be, principally, the study of German and English literature, debating

and entertaining and the dissemination of

reading matter amongst its members,  The
organization was duly effected and o mem
bership of 18 or 20 envolled,  Mr. Geo, Klinek

was eleeted President, My, Willinm Weiden
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first eall for these books hrought eight vol-
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The Society prospered and did  good
work, gradually installed o little furniture,
and added a few books to its libeary.  With the funds derived from
the proceeds of a series of well patronized public entertainments, given
by the Society, suitable books were purchased and book cases procured.
An organ was purchased and used to enliven the weekly programs of
the Society.  After an existence of about three years, the value of the
Society’s library amounted to about $60.00,

Liberal aid to Libraries, from the Government, being then available,
a proposal was made to further augment the usefulness of this Library,
Institute,”

by presenting it towards the establishment of a “Mechanies

a name hy which these institutions were then known and under which

Interior of Elmira Public Library,

they received very liberal aid and enconragement out of a speeial fund
provided by the Ontario Government, for that purpose

A meeting of citizens was called, a subseription list civeulated and
wnized,

finally, in the year 1888, 0 Mechanies” Institute was formally org

with 102 members,  The first officers were Geo, Klinek, President, D,
Bean, Viee-President, and A, Werner, Secretary The Germania
Society’s  rooms, furniture and outfit  were  secured, and  the
library of the Germania Society, together with a number of new
volumes, were pl on the shelves of the book room A Read
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to flourish A live interest was maintained
by the eitizens, Advantage was taken of
the Government grants to evening classes,
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Is and enjoys a good patronage.
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plied the funds required to uphold the con
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The Government grant this year amounts to $233.10, less any nee
The ofticers for the present year are :
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