
HALIFAX IX BOOKS. m
this period money was exceedingly abundant ;

everyone

wih-i posii-ssed comnron sagacity accumulated consd-

erablc sums, and Halifax became the theaitre of

ircessantlv active enterprise, and commercial s;>ccula-

tions. i;ut the merchants and traders, as -well as

others, became at the same time so far intoxicated

with, or lur>!d by. the Rains of the niomcnt, that tihey

apparently forgot, or at least did not stop to consider,

that according to the common order of -things, a

dhange would ineiitably take place that would si)eed-

ily destroy the then sources of their wealth. Ihey

accordingly entered intj impnidem speculations, ana

launched into a most splendid scyle <• living. The

peace crushtd both and opened their eyes. Since then

trade has been established on a more regular system,

an.l Halifax is, ajt the present time, in as prosperoiis

a condition as any town in America."

The Scot/tis:h caurion so plainly observable in the

foregoing statements makes them all the more \-alu-

able. In what follows, we must remember, that

"respectable" is a term of higli praise in Scotland, at

leaLst before Carlyle poured the vials of his scorn

upon it.

"The state of society in Hall •: is highly respect-

able; and in proportion to the population, a much

gr ater number of well-dressed and respectable-look-

ing pe.-.ple are observed, than in a town of the same

size in the United King.lom. This is indeeil [jeculiar

to all the towns in America, and may readily be

accounted for, from there being few manufacturers,

or few people out of employment, and the labouring

classes living chiefly in t!ie coimtrj-. The officers of

the Government, and of the .Army and Navy, mix very

generally with the merchants and gendemen of tlie

learaed professions ; and from this circumstance, the

first clas* of societv is more refined than might other-

wise be expected. ' The st\-5e of living, the hours of


