
The Staying Guest

would look like. Tall, straight, thin, stiff,

formal, prim, smug, demure, with a stately,

old-fashioned dignity and refinement.

And Miss Dorinda Flint was like unto

her, except that she was a little taller,

straighter, thinner, stiffer, and a trifle

more stately and old-fashioned. And these

ladies, whene'er they took their walks

abroad, or drives either, for that matter,

wore stiff, prim black silk dresses, and
black lace mitts, and little point-lace

collars pinned with big gold brooches;

and they always carried tiny, black, ruffled

parasols that tipped on their handles to

any desired angle.

With such mistresses as these, it is easy

to see why Primrose Hall was the stiffest,

primmest place in the whole world.

Nsver a chair dared to move from its

exact place against the wall; never a cur-

tain dared to flutter with joy if a morning
breeze came in to tell it the news. Even
the clock ticked softly and very regfularly

;

the well-bred fire never crackled or sput-

tered, but let its flame glide decorously up

4


