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Btfer* going Into politics Borden bed beoome a highly successful aid

a short stand 

rightly

natters was an ia-

proaperous lawyer, haring established his practice In Halifax after

In Kentville. As a young wan he showed little Interest In polities but 

regarded as a liberal. His one publie utteranee on political

prompte speech In behalf of his ooualn, Dr. Fred Borden, long tine Liberal member

for Kings Oounty and later to become laurier'e Minister of Militia. But in 1891 

Macdonald's oam-Berden moved over to the Oonserratire oanp In support of John A. 

palgn against unrestricted reolprooity with the 0. S,

Hr* years after hie political conversion, Borden, on the urging of Sir 

diaries Tapper, stood as a Cbneervative candidate for Silifax. Die Liberal

paper of the city, The Chronicle, seemed not too impressed with the 

standard bearer. It declared disdainfully» "Jt Halifax wanted
new lory 

• good lawyer or
even a nice man for a swell tea party 16*. Borden could be conscientiously recommended. 

Bit what Halifax wants Is a tber of parliament who understands something about
politics and has 

will not suit that purpose*.
political backbone. Mr. Borden is Just the kind of nan who

Bit the voters of Bllfax apparently did not agree for, although the 

nt went down to a swashing defeat, the political newcomer led the 

poll in Ibllfax, and took his place in the Conservative Opposition at Ottawa. 

Borden was somewhat disappointed by the Abuse of

Topper Qovi

But

Gammons. He was shocked by the

, and hie tidy legal wind 

enormous waste of time.

v
lack of dignity in the attitude and beherlor of the 

was distressed by the unbusinese-like methods and 

Mor did the new a very great impact upon the House. He was 
never an eloquent or dynamic speaker, and in the Eighth Parliament there were many
men who were both. Mor was he colorful or showy In hie manner. But he had the con­

fidence of the party leader lUpper, he was a hard worker and faithful to his duties, 
and before the fourth session was over, the whip advanced him to the front

row benches.
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