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Elvis punches the clock

ATTRA('I‘IONS
Punch the Clock
(Columbia)

When the Elvis Costello songbook
appeared, fans who had no interest
in reading the musi¢ grabbed the
book for the words. The British
songwriter is notorious for hissing,
whining, snarling—everything but
enunciating lyrics that are alive with
contemporary allusions, clever puns,
and unexpected phrases. With Punch
the Clock he has broken his Dylan-
like injunction against standard
liner-note lyrics.

Costello continues to poke imp-

ishly at the banality of modern life
and romance, displaying more
variety in mood than he has on
earlier albums. The title itself is
taken from a satire on “‘the greatest
thing™:

And it’s the latest thing

In and out of matrimony

Never once removed the Sony

'Cos it’s a status thing . . .

Reading the lyrics cold you find
that less is said than appears.
Costello’s images, such as the “King
of Thieves,” are vivid, but his

‘message’ isn’t always apparent, if

there is one at all.
Despite his reputation as a lyricist,
Costello proves his real strength is in

his music. The addition of back-up
singers Caron Wheeler and Claudia
Fontaine (Afrodiziak) and the tight,
understated TKO Horns, help make
this E.C. and the Attractions’ most
controlled and even collection of
songs.

Costello is still a skillful pop
melody-maker above all. A compar-
ison of his playful lyrics with the
craftmanship of the tunes leads you
to think he puts more effort into the
music. It's too bad. With his
intelligence, the passion involved
and the catchy melodies, you wish
Costello could criticize his govern-
ment, peers and society with a bit
more clarity.  _CHRIS WARREN
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FREE COKE/COFFEE

Regular Size

WITH THE PURCHASE OF ANY FOOD OVER $1.50

Charbroiled Hamburgers e Steak on
a Kaiser ® French Fries ® Swiss Style B.B.Q.
Chicken e Muffins ® Fish & Chips
Milk Shakes

COUPON VALID TILL NOV.15/83
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: PINK PANTHER HAMBURGERS

: 2725 Jane St. at Sheppard ® 5 minutes from Yorke 746-2762
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Imagine a machine that records
sights...sounds...sensations,
thoughts...feelings...emotions,
even your dreams and nightmares.

Then, at the touch of a button,
transfers these personal experiences
from one mind to another.

Any person.
Any experience.
Anything you can imagine.
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...The Ultimate Experience
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SPECIAL STUDENT DISCOUNT
20-25%
ON CALCULATORS

Texas Instruments
CANON
SHARP
CASIO

AUDIO 'N" BUSINESS SYSTEMS Ltd

=] 747 Don Mills Road, Suite 109

N2

CSYEERT] o, Mills, Ontario MAC 112

OFFER VALID UNTIL DEC. 31, 1983.

Telephones (416) 423-0653-4

SPECIAL STUDENT DISCOUNT
20-25% off all Hewlett Packard Calculators

MAKE THE HP-11C
PART OF
YOUR PROGRAM.

HEWLETT
PACKARD
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The HP-11C gives you the
power to simplify repetitive
calculations with such ad-
vanced programming features
as subroutines, conditional
tests, controlled looping and
indirect addressing.
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747 Don Mills Rood, Suite 109
Don Mills, Ontario M3C 112
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