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Orientizino, Our Pacific Province
The Problem of Assimilating Asiatics Seen T'hrough British Columbia Spectacles

"For East is EIast and West lis We.st.
And neyer the t7vain shall ieet."

-Kipling.WHAT is truly saiti is true no matter who
says it, anti Rudyard Kipling, who le not
necessariiy a gooti politician ci' an econo-
mist, long ago, gave protounti expression

to n profounti principle. He saw mucli farther than
others saw et that time; an unwittingly lIn-pireti
prophet.

Lt le the "Orientai" problema that is troubling the
people of Canada to-day. 1 amn, perbape, mistaken
exceptîng in the.assumption that the "people o!
Canada" are representeti by the men whom'they
elect to Parleament. I arn quite sure that people
genereliy would lîke to have a reiiehlp statement of
fact as to the evolution o! the resýistance that bas
been urgeti against the admission of Hindus loto
Britishi Columbia anti as to the general anti persistent
objection to the admission of Orientais of every
cleses inte tbis country.

British Columbia, et thie present moment, bas, un-
fortunetely, become the "storin centre" for al
Canada, anti for the whoie empire as regards the
question of Ori ental immigration. This às not be-
cause Britishi Columbia le not a part of Canada, nor
beceuse It Is not a part of the Britishi Empire, but
because It le the part of Canada and of the Britilsh
Empire wbich le most vitaily affecteti by the in-
cursion of Orientais. By the lest phrase I mean
much more than the "competition" of Oriental labour
wlth tbat of other classes, both Anglo-Saxon anti
otherwise "European."

The confliet betweeu Europeau anti Asiatie
standards cf living le the crux o! the whole business.
Lt does not matter from, which
"European" country immigrants
corns Into Britishi Columbia. These
immigrants have alweys seemeti
capable of "Irleng" to somethiug
approachable anti recognizable as
the "Europeen", standard of living.
It le true that some classes from,
severai of the provinces of Europe
have been able for e time, anti are
stilll able, to subsiet, anti to be con-
tent, with les wages than the
recogulzed standard of Anglo-
Saxon Épeoples. Those wlio would
enter, crltically, into an analysie o!
the labour situation anti the labour
problemes of the West muet take
heeti to this Important item lu the
evolution of the pre sent situation.
But the "luteriopers"-if I may be
permitteti to make e new applica-
tion of an olti terma-have beeu the
firet to seize their oppo rtunltles anti
to "compel" weges andi ether emolu-
ments whlch have enabieti thein toi
epent imoney (whether ln vices or
vlrtues) that have brouglit them
withlu the pale o! "ýAnglo-Saxon"
civiiizatiou. Unfortunately, if a man will spenti bils
mouey amnong the People froin whom he earus lt,
there le littie question asked as to bis natlouality or
whether lie is froin here or there. If lie becomes
a "leecli"-hioardiug anti sending away-lie le au
outcast, not of us nor belongluig to us.

All "Orientais" have, therefore, placeti thernselves
lu a class by themeelves. They earn money, earn
it honiestly, If that terrm le to be Interpreteti as the
reuderinig of "comparative value" for the money tliey
obtain as weges under our 'ýwage" systein.

M AKE no mietake! Lt le net idIe fancy, pro-Orien-tai sentiment nor preference for the "Yellow"
as compareti wlth the "White" element in our

labouriug classes, that nighes anti establishes the
holti the Oriental labourer has on the presently un-
happy labour màrket of this province. Lt le the close
deduction whlch the "industriel magnete" is always
compelleti to make "for value receiveti" that gives
the Oriental a preference over the white ma.n.

But the Orienitais spenti their lnoney among them-
selves. They melutain the moat rigiti racial dis-
tinctions. They establlsh their own stores for the
negotiatlon o! the commedities they need as the
imperative perqulsites o! life, anti they buy, within
the limits o! thelr neeti, from their own country~men
Orly. They are lilce, anti unlke, the early Chris-
tiens, "Lu the world but not 0F the worlti."

.Asiatîcs, without distinction e! country from which
they' emigrate inte Canada, do not fraternize. Olaim-
ing an indissoluble riglit under the unquestionable
doctrine o! human brotherhood, they lirit thelr
brotherbeot to the clases consclous anti raclly
ostracizeti distinctions o! the country from whlch
they came. They buy from Canadien boeuses only
those purchaseble supplies which the "vices" o! the
White man have seduceti thon into buylng, anti they
maintain the clss distinctions, as between then-
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selves anti Europeans, which exiet lu their own
country.

This sort of thing was all right lu the eariy days
in this province, when nobotiy careti or nobody really
knew, but it Is different to-day. The slant-eyed
Oriental bas been more far-seeing than lis usuaily

Hotel owned by a Chinaman in Victoria.

A Dairy Farm owned by a Hindlu near VictorIa, B.C.

siewer-vlsloned brother of the White clase, but the
awakeulng of the latter lias come.

That le, perliape, the explanation of the awakeuiug
o! tbis Western country to its danger; an awakening
whlch, unfortunately, le flndlng Its climax anti its
culmination lu a revoit agaluet the Invasion of that
particular branch of Hie Majesty'subjects known
as the Hindus.

Let me speak for Britishi Columbla-anti challenge
me Who wlll-the revoit of the Western people of
thae Dominion of Canada is NOT agaiust Hindus, but
against "Orientale," whatever natlouallty they may
dlaim. The present impact o! the Hindu subjecte,
or allegeti subjecte, of Hie Majesty, le not what the
People of Britishi Columbia are fightiug about. The
question le one too blg to (be matie the subject of
political badinage, nîthougli, unfortunately, it lias
been miade so.

The solution, as fer as the West le, concerneti, anti,
perhaps, as fer as the Empire le concerneti, Is rot
one lu whlcli politiciens may exelalil, "heeds I wJ.u,
tale you lose." My undertaklflg le to, "show cause"
or, lu other werds, te justify the attitude of the
people o! British Columbia agaînet what le believed
to be au "Orientai" invasion.

When, iu the early '80's, durlng the construction
o! the Canadien Pacifie Rallway through the Rockles,
it was founti ativantegeous to import "coolie" labour
froni Chine, there were few Anglo-Saxon people lu
the province. The Orientais, once havlng geined a
f oothold, saw their opportunlty anti have, ever since,
asslduously presecuted every ativantage that the
pecullar conditions andi traditions o! the province
afford. The enrleet populeteti part of British Col-
umbia (Vancouver Islandi) was a Crowni colony.
Some of the traditions o! the "feudal> systein stili
i emalu with the "Peole of partis" lu the former
Crewn colony anti the distinction between "meuils"'
anti these of the "classes" is rigidly maitned. The

Oriental supples a long-felt want, for lie is peculiai
adapted to the role of a menial.

The term "menial" is rarely employeti Eiast of t
Rockies for the reason that there Is no such thoui
in the mmnd of anyone as the thouglit of a I"slav
In the older provinces the term "wage-earner" mnef
one of two things-eitler an industrial employee
an "hired man." The distinction le between the cl!
of employment in industriel centres and.in the ru
districts. In British Columbia there are certl
classes of empioyment which are neyer engageti
excepting by "meuils." The term "helotry" le 1
understood iu Eastern Canada, and most of Y(
reatiere wili have to go to the dictioflary to gel
clear idea of 'what it means. Yet lu Britishi Columi
helotry Is the aibsolute condition anti clase statue
the Oriental, no matter from what country
may hall.

W E have, in this province, that heritage of se
ment which survives from the days of
Crown colony, andi the plutocrats are una

to relieve themnselves of the swatidllng clothes
that heritage. Many wealthy citizens einP
Chinese gardeners becau 'se they will work for ab
a dollar a day, a place to sleep and their boardi.
Anglo-Saxon will do this.

But from a condition of heiotry the more ast
among the Orientai,% have evolveti into sometb
better. It is not altogether the "coolie" who
been a curse to the country; it le his "boss."
of the characteristics of the 'Oriental is that lie s
no incongruity in being both a labourer anti
capitalist at the same time. And lie is both
these, not because lie le all things to ail menl,
because lie is ahl things unto him-self. He is

shrew-d as the Anglo-Saxon lu sc
ing a bargain iu real estate,
speculative stocks or in a busil
opportunity. The Oriental c
talist Invades every sanctuarY
Anglo-Saxon plunder, and pluiin
as shrewdly and unscrupulousîl
lis White brother. The labouX
were the flrst to -feel the coi
tion made intolerable by the 10
standards of living of the Asie1

but durlng later years the buelJJ
concerns of the province are
ginuing to realîze that what
happened ln other countries
about to happen here. GrentOti
restricted admission into the c
try, the Asiatic is golng to PIY

wts business talent, specula
genlus, capital anti everythlflg
against the Anglo-Saxon. TI
can 'be but one resýuit: the gra,
crowdiug out of the Anglo-Si

peope and the graduai surren
ing of the whole country tLO

Oriental hordes.
Iu Victoria city there Is a"I

men-se hardware store 'Owned
opereteti by Chinesa capital, and there are AI
Saxons on the payroli of this Oriental iahffi4
magnate. The government buys many of its suNP
from. thîs store to Outflt Its marine and other e
ments lu the public service of the country.
is aise a magnificent hotel lu the city owued
Chinese capltalst.

Net fer Ir 'om the city le a Hindu dairy-farni,
affords the subject of another picture. The
capitaliets operatlng this tiairy have flfty mileh
anti one liundred hogs as constant stock. FiftY
cows anti one hundreti hogs would keep au n
speakIng-and Anglo-Saxon-acting-famlly I lu
circumstances. A large qulverful 0f sons5 andtd
ters coulti be eduonteti lu the beet schools O
world on the proceetis of sucli a farm. Yet l
it does for the rountry lu the 'way of developne
shown lu the picture. The "aihack," easlly o
lu the !oregrouud, le the single building iu WbO
hertimen, mllkers, dellvery drivers and entIr
Of employees eat, coek, sleep anti sPendi their e
The byres and outbuildlngs are as unkeupt s
uinclean as an Hottentot kraal.

W HEN Sir Ian Hamilton was lu New Zeln
cently, lie told the story of how the MaA
a fine people, were belng tilepleceti11

own country by Chinese coolies-"low-cla3ss Et
ilets." Se, he had seen lu Ladysmlth, fine
keepers vanish before bunyahs anti coolies h
on a couple of meals a day. He conclude in l"
omninous words:

"If people wlth bîgli Ideals anti standardsar-o
to live cheek by jowl wl'th people of! lvwstn
anti lew ideals, they mulst lther becohilO0
drivers or sink to the level of those by whe
are surroundeti anti thus be beaten."-

The stlng of Sir lain's deliverance is lu its ti
(Concludeti on page 27.)


