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Springtine Adventures in the
Gulf' of Georgia

Writte for The Western Home Monthly by Bonnycastle Da[e.

SÂY! Look at that for a isb,-"1'ejaculated FritIs as we stood in
*front,'qf the hugje sea basa in the

victoria Museum;ai about us were
cases and jars contaiuing -some of the
wpndere of the Northern Pacifie Ocean.

"eWhy not take another cruise t It is
April, the rains are over and we are
uied to th1e old Terror» (the la, fa-.
vorite name for our littie unstïble
»team puffer the Terra Nova called .you
will remember by* ber distractors" the
"Turu Over.")

"Laddie, I have an unusual respect
for my interior departrnent and that
éla wabbler bia noue, stili the storms
are about over, let's rt the crew to-
gether for a Gulf rus.' So we lef t the
well regulated Museum and sought
Watts the Engineer, He had fully haif
the engine grime worn off by tbis time
and was almost a white man. He ai-
ways carnies hi& bat in bis band wbeu
speakuug to the owner of the unruly
raft, and I could bardly keep my face

straiglit when L isaw the lad tack
around bebiud him to take bearings of
bis uieck. Fritz swears tliat eeck ilaa
cbart and he eau teli -just what iuonth
it is by theamut on It.» Our ngiueer's
assistant was a baifbreed, ose, .Wiàmr-
Henry. The lad said it kept bim

The Strawberry Starfish of the Pacifie.

ln a dear littie bay, shallow enougli to
let us rest on the bottom when the tide
was ont end threaten to turn us com-
pleteiy over and MIl us when it ne-
tunned; but we straightened up before
dawn-don't tell me there la not a
"lIittie angel that site up aloft and loom
after the canes of poor Jack" truly we
needed a %v* e host of these good
people. I think the anchor bnci got
fouled In the smokeatack or sorne such
tbiug for Watts was biacker than Eh-
erus -wben he emerged, but we finaiiy
puf, puf, puffed on our uncertain way
and came to anehor off Starfish Bay.

The Sea Bass of the Pacific Runs to 80 lbs. weight.

puffed up by calling bim this and flot
just comnion firemas. He wone many
sweaters and- coats and Fritz declared
he bad "as manyskins as au onion."

Next morsing was bright and sunny
with a bit of1 the early trade wind
blowisg. In the barbon of Victoria al
was calm asd eheltered.

"D)idn't I teil you,. Sir " laugbed Fritz,
uthey would bave a nice big swell al
ready for us outside. Oh! golly bere
cornes the Princess uow we will get
ours" Along carne the huge passenger
steamer, just slowing clown for the en-
trauce asd we baci to steer pretty close
to ber to avoid the rocks. Our littie
thirty footer rushed, up ber sweil like
a dog up a bill, took a good shako on
the top and plunged' dowr like a un,-
away whaie. 1 must bave a marine
doctor examine tbe way this thiug is

The "Terra Nova" otbcrwse the «'Turu Over.'

buit, she acts everyway but the Oe
YOIn would expect. INow we entereci the
loi-g- big, srnootb roil of thc Straits
of Filea and the Terror-I bec, ber par-
doii thle Turn Over-No! 1 mean the
Tpri ij Nova ducked andi dipped and
roi-1 in a trniv a-im-iing manner.

\VA bobbed afoni iu onr insane muan-
oei- res until we reached the flshing

gr',ds, just at ni&htfall. We anchored

We wanted to see tut.-. wonderfuiiy
colored star flâb, o Fritz and I rowed
ashore in the eight foot Dingy. ýFritz
swears this was màde for a tribe of lil-
liputiana, it i 5 just big enough. for a
nice littie bre., d trougli or a maple syrup
log. Ânyhow we got to shore aud
searched the pebbly beach for these ex-
quisite thing-there were hnndreds of
them, more beautifuiiy colored than
the strawberries they wene cailed after,
about. ten juches across, five short
points and myriads of sucking feeiers
that acted like legs sud feet. They
were found with their prey beneathi
them, cornpletely amothering it, their
stornacha corne riglit ont and envelop
the êhelifsh or othen smail objecta they
fe ed upon. The bight bine water, the
clear white pebbles aud these brillijant
neci stars madle a wonderfnl combina-
tion.

We fitted ounseives gingerly into the
dingy and paddied out as carefuiiy to
the steamer.

"Take care you don't upset ber get-
ting aboard," saici Fritz.

"l'il bc careful of the littie dingy," I
answered.

"No! I mean the Terro-say 1-9s be
a pirate crew-'The Terror of the Seas'

.'ay she's got ail the old Black Flags
beaten 'cause she could dip under s0
iieIy if we were chaaed." So 1 heard
the lad mutter to hirnself as lie iaed
thoe very smail ferry to the very small
deck on which it watched and waited
for us.
.Now we were pasaing in behind Den

nian's Island and the water waa niceiy
slîeltered. We went ciosely by the reef
,vliere H.M.S. Flora one foggY rnorning,
Nviîen the look-out mistook a guli sitting
on the rocks for the buov, ou with a
bnump! bnmpety! bump! À lady friend
of mnine wa-s seated on lber verandalo
thlat morning wondering whexi, thXe fog
Nvouid lift. She heard these crunching
heavv bumps and, when the fog kindiy
lifteâ, it showed lier a great .Britilsh.
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