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tubnaig, Perthshire. Ris parents came to Canada' about the year 1806. His mental training

was such as could be gained from the schools in the community in-whichthe family lived, and

bis earlyexperiences, tastes and habits were not unlike those of any active and healthy boy,

subject to like influences..

In early life, however, Mr.'Cameron developed a capacity fôr business,.as in more mature.

years he showed a taste and fitness for publie affairs. He came to Sarnia about 1837, which,

for the greater portion of bis life, conti.nued to, be bis home, though lie resided eleven years in

Ottawa, and temporarily àt Kingston; Toronto and Quebee. At Sarnia. he was for years

actively.engaged, in mercantile pursuits,.and had larûpý_-. transactions in wheat,'flour, lumber, and

other commodities. . His business ventures were characteristie of the spirit of enterprise.which'

animated.him, and if they were not always successful, they jeft no stain upon bis honor -or

integrity as a business man.

Mr. Cameron beéame a member of the Upper Canada Assembly in 1836, and occupied a

seat in that body until the union. Also, after the union, he represented Kent-in the Assembly

from 1848 to 1851, -Huroii froin 1851 - to, 1854., and Lambton from , 1858 to 1860,-. when he re-

signed,. but. was imniediat 1 ely chosen to represent St. Clai4--,Division in the Legislative Couneil.,

whieh he.continued to do until bis appointment as Quçen's Printà in 1863.

In 184.1; under Sir Charles' Bagot, he was made an inspectar of revenue., and bis adminis-,

tration resulte'd in an augmentation- of the revenues tothe amcunt- of more than $50,000. He

was; a; member of the Executive Couneil from March 11, 1848J to February 1, 1850, and also

from October 28, 1851 to September 10, 18954, during which period he also. servýd as assistant

commissioner of PubliéWorks, President'of the. Ekecutive Couneil, Ministerof Àgrieulture,

Pôstmaster-General and a member of the Board of Railway Commissioners. He was also a

government director of the Grand Trun- railway during the period'of its construction. In

1854 he was a deleg"ate to Washington in bebalf of the western mercantile . interests, to aid the

Gqyernment delegate in the negotiâtion of a 'Reciprocity treaty, and rendered important assis-

tance in that work. In 1862 he visited British Columbia, and was thtrp appointed a.delegate

by the people to, go to England in the interests of self-,government for" the colony. His mission

was successful and led to the presentation of an address to the secretary of State for the

Colonies froin both Houses -of the Canadian Parliament, recomwending him for the office of-

Lieut.-Governor of British Columbia.

Mr.Cameronheid. the office of Queen's Printerfrom 1863until Octobert,1869. Illewasin

the Parliamen' t of Canada from'1836%o 1863, çx'cept during the period from the general election.

of 18.54 to the next genéral election., He wa.% fia-st returnedto the Commons at the general

election in 1873, and held a seatthere until the time of bis death. He also held other im-

portant positions, such as a directorship in the Ontàrio and'Quebec railway, and a life member-

ýbip, from its foundation, in -the, AgriculturatAssociation' of Upper Canada.


