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ficer remains pofted, does -every platoon
pivot officer begin to cover in the true
line, to march in that line, and to pre-
ferve his true diftance : nor muft any
obftacle that can poflibly be furmounted,
ever foice the pivot officers out of that
line; although the men of their platocn,
when 1t becomes neceflaty, may open or
widen their files from them,~And if the
pivots on account of any marterial obftacle
are thrown for a time out of the line,
they thould always, if poflible, move to the
hand which carries them behind the
line, and again re-enter it when they
can; and for which purpofe an officer,
or non~-commiffioned officer, fhould be
placed where they are to re-enter it.—
In marching in the alignement, the field
officer fhould frequently place bimfelf in
it, with a glance of the eye fee whether
her files preferve it, and corre& them if
neceffary. ' :

As one field officer at a time muft com-
mand the battalion, the others prefent
can only at in aid of lum, nor can their
fitvation in all cafes be afcertained ; but
fhould the commanding officer not be at
the head of the open column (when it
marches, and particularly when it halts )
to cerrect, if neceffary, the pivots in the
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