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(OLLEGS OF
A GIRL'S LIFE AND WORK

'17 4IN 1885 Columbia College took
the first step
toward opening THE
hier doors to BEGINNING.
w om e. le.
offler was utterly

maadeqate, considered frou the
standpomnt of fairness, but iL as

~iPLU.i2./agcril-y scized upon by the amUi-
tous few, and accepttd as afore-

runner of what would yet be. The
trustees decided to offer the Coluin-

bia degrces to all women able to pass the eight examimations which

take place, one at the end of each terni. 'The women nighit study
how and where they w%ishied-that important natter was left

entirely to themselves-their work was to bc judged only by the
results of the examinations. Of course, the u nsatisfactoriness of this
arrangement was soon demonstrated, for under it the traiming which
college instructors and college classes give was wholly laeking. To
demand an equal amount of work without providing equal facilities
for instruction was a manifest absurdity. So this order of things

passed away, and in 1889, owing to the efforts of a few earnest men

and women, led by one who had experienced the unsatisfactory
system, Barnard College carne into being.

These wise advocates knew better than to ask for co-education.

They had considered with the utmost care the three forms in w hieh

collegiate education was offered to women-in the co-educational,
in the r.:parate and in the affiliated college. CThe truc essentini of

the co-educational college is identity of standard in education; the
true essential of the separate college for women is the simplification
of the social nachinery as compared with that of the co-educational
college. These arc combined in the affiliated college." As a result
of such consideration, a memorial was presented to the trustees of

Columbia, asking for "official sanction to a Society for the Instruc-
tion of Women by the Professors and other Instructors of Colum-

bia Colluege."
The proposed College was to be called Barnard, ia honor of Presi-

dent Barnard, of Columbia, who had always lad the higher educa-
tion of women close to his leart. It was to have its own board of

trustees, half of them men, half vomnen; and it was not to expect

any financial support from Columbia. But itswork was to be regu-
lated by lier standards; the examinations were to be identical with
those prescribed for the male classes, and degrees were to be con-

ferred by Columbia upon the graduates of Barnard, on the same
terns and at the saine time as those given to the men. In short,
Barnard Colle e Was as nearly as possible te bc Columbia in every

respect, save t iat the classes for men would bc hield im the build-
ings at Forty-Ninth Street, those for women in the house at Forty-
Fourthi Street. AIl these arrangements were approved by the trus-
tees of Columbia in February, and in the following JTune half a dozen

applicants for admission took the entrance examinations. The latter
were held at Columbia, for as yet Barnard College was only aname,
with no buildings or rooms to represent it. But ia July, 1889, the
house at No. 343 Madison Avenue, was secured and a few rooms
fitted up, and here the college is still located. In the September
following this beginning other students came to the new quarters
for the Autumn examinations, and then Barnard College was a
sober, working fact.

Tobat first year brought-a liard question to the trustees-should

special students be admitted, or not? Columbia's exanple was for
their admission; and in the Harvard Annex (now Radcliffe Col-

lege), the other important affiliated college, out of the one hundred
and sixty-four students tieui attendance, one hundred and nine-

teea wverc Ci'specials.' But the tru'4es decidcd definitcly and

euplatically against following these examples. It was found, for
instance, that Greek was a bar to many woman, and it was urged
that whoever was not resolute enough .o surmount this obstacle
'was not serious enougl in purpose to enter Barnard. In snort. it
was deterinined that general education should precede specialization,
althoughi the latter should bc allowed in its proper place, i. e., in

graduate work. The result of this decision vas at once visible.
hose already in the college turned iheir atteution to becoming

regular candidates for a degree by making up their deficiencies,
while those vho were applicants either gave up the effort or else
waited until they could fulfil the requirements, se that the next
class numbered but seven. And just ia this fact lay the early
difficulty of decision. There vas a 'itreat temptation to prove our
right te be by big classes and overflowing rooms." But, on the
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other hand, wlien it was found that the only w'ay to win the ad. >riaID , th i'.'at
vantages of a college training was by sincerity of pur pose, the ance

change in preparatory work vas inimediately felt; and se, despite Thm

Greek and miatlieiatics, thle classes grew, thoroughness mueresed, grade
and the vagueiess of secondary education gave vay to the delinite- adi

ness which an end in view always gives. the E
Barnard could afford te take this independent position because of thei

ler' connection with Columbia. There, ready She
at hand, was a corps of iunstructors froun THE COLLEGE her3g
which lier ow i must bc recruited; there COURSES. adv.
was the advantage, a great one for a young re
college, cf acccss te an excellent library and
large muscesis and lastly, tere 'as the precedent of Columbia

rcquiiing of lier candidates for a degree a fixed number of comul- reat

so'y studies. Now, Columbial herself was just at this period under- < i
goinr regeneration. Ier lately elected president, Dr. Seth Low i can

wvas advising that broader curriculum and larger choice of electives rp

wv'hich were te make the college a great uoiversity. The require- stai

ments for entrance were advanced; and, though during the first '.

two years the old plan of required work was adhered to, the luior for
studis wuere ncarly ail elective, whîile'those of the senior year were et

sctireîy se. In the last year of the college course the work of the th£

student comes under the jurisdiction of the university faculties, êt:
which give a choice of over three hundred courses, exclusive of the hî
professionl schols.

Of tiese courses. about ninety-two are open to Barnard College. n

Her students are admitted in many of the courses te the class-rooms a

at Columbia, with the saine privilges and duties as the men. Most Ca

of this wrrk lies in the domain of the faculty ef philosophy. It a

must bc understood that the university work in Columbia is directed

by three faculties-the one just mentioned, the faculty of political ai

science, and the faculty of pure science, whiich is the most recently

created of the three, being but a year old. Two years ago the

first two were given permission te admit women, but as yet tie

faculty of political science lias not availed itself of tle liberty. The

youngest faculty Uas net thus far received official authority to

open 'its doors, but it seemis probable thati, were it permitted, it

would folloor tUe wise and liberal lead of the faculty of philosophy.
All thiswork donc under Columubia's guidance lias its fitting recog-

nition lu tec A. B." degree; and it is to be observed that Colum-
biahestos ti degrees. Iii this respect Barnard stands alone among

affliated colleges. As she was the first to establish official relation-

shp with the parent college. so she is the only one whose graduates
receive te sae d as the men. Radcliffe college bestows its
own degrees, net those of Harvard, just as Evelyn's are net those
of Princeten but Barnard lias no right te confer a degree. She is
virtually a dep..rtmena of Columbia, and, as is fitting, the work
perfrmed by her stuidents receives the saine acknowledgment as
does an equar ameunt doe Uy mca.

There arc three features to which Barnard points witli especial
pride. These are the chemical and the

THREE, SPECIAL botanical departments and the graduate
THRE ES L courses. The chemistry laboratory was the
FEATURES. gift of an individual. Miss Hitchcock, who

vas for several years a private pupil of an

in-tructor in tie School of Mines, learned that there was no place in

New York where a woman could study chemistry. By mcans of

subscriptions and lier own contribution she made up a sum sufficient

te equip a small laboratory, and its success lias been plicnomenal.
Every inch of wvorkiuig recul lias beca cccupied, though the labora-
tory lhas grofn vry nuci sine its founding, and applicanîts are
beiny continually tmurned away. As in the botanical department,
the gift came wth the understanding that special students were te

be admitted te hc ourses; and these two laboratories form the sole

exceptioi)s t o the college rule of refu m thg o ospecials."

Th;e botanical laboratory was equipped by tUe gencrosity of tie

Torrey Botanical Club, cf Nw Yo'k City. I is aeue of te co-

pletest laboratories of its kind, and lias proved oi attractive is

women that iL is quite overc'rowded. A great par of is success is

due te the efficient d o tor'k f Dr. Emy L. Gregory whe is at is
uucad. SUe rceivc'd lier doctoi"s dceu'ee frcm tuie 'Uuîîvcrsýity of
Zurich, havig stlied arciad uxîder the ablest professors; and lier
work in Smitu Coluege, Bryn Mawr and the University of Pennsyl-
vania lias heca cf the sa.ie caroful kind as that whiclh lias se largely
vamribut d te ma e te boa cal departient of Barnard the boast
of its frieuds. T e ccurse vich lias cen planned by Uer exteisl;
over four yer . two of which are regarded as part of the graduate
work for te I'Ph. D." degree. The work done is of a practical


