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we thinlc the time Wvill neyer corne when a degree in
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A CONFESSION NOT CONCLUSIVE PROOF 0F GUILT.-One of the most
frmarkable cases ini the criminal annals cf the present century has lately been
disposed of at the Northumberland (England) assizes by Mr. justice Det.ir.an
and a jury. The prisoners, Harrison, Gair, and Spratt, were accused of conspiracy
andl perjury in connection with the Edlingham burglary ini 1879. In February
of that year two burgiars broke into .Edlingham Vicarage and wounded the
Vicar and his daughter, a crime of whicii Brannagan and Murphy were convicted
in the foliowing April, and sentenced ta penal servitude for life. L.ast year twe
other mon, Edgell and Richardson, came forward and confessed that they were
the real cuiprits. The convicts wxere pardoed and released, and each cf them
reccived a solâtium of £Soo fur bis nine years in tint- dungeon. The police were
accused cf having conspired te convict innocent men, and three cf themn were
indicted, as airoady mentioned, for conspiracy and perjury. The trial and rcon-
viction of Edgell and Richardson upon thoir own voiuntary confession, and their
bcing sentenced te four years' penal servitude, convinced the public that there had
been a great iniscarriage of justice in the former trial. The weight given ta their
evidence by reason of the severc punishment ta which they were of their own
accord exposing thernselves, was soniewhat detracted frorn by thoir admission
on cross-exaniination that they had been assured that as there were two men in
prison aiready for the same crime, they could net be punished if they cenfessed.
At the recent trial ail the facts of the original crime werce fully gene into, and
IM r. justice Dennian declares that there wvas Ila tremendous case" against the
original prisoners, nothwithstanding that they had the services ef able ceunsel.
The evidence given against thtn was in some points slightly weakened, but i
othera it wvas materiaiiy strengtliened. I3rannagan was identified by the Vicar
and hisdaughter as one of the burgiar4, and the latter sayq positively that Edgell
was not the inan. But the confession and iruprisonnient ef the other twe mn
remnains a stubborn fact to be explaitied. The trial of the police has satisfac-
torily established une thing, that they did nothing more than their duty in
wo,(rking up the case in 1879. Mir, justice Denman duees net seoni ta have sha.red
in the general dnubt as te which pair of villains, for all cf thein were adinittediy
mon cf depraved character, cornmitted the crime. He says that if Brannagan
tind Murphy coutl bo tried again.. the evidence agaînst them would bc ten times
stronger than it was ten years aga, and ne jury couId have had any hesitation in
convicting them at that tirne. The verdict cf the jury nt the triai cf the police for
conspiracy was I' not guilty," of which NMr. Justir .-Douman remarkel, Ila very
vight verdict, gentlemen, if yoj will aliow me tu say su."


