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numbers of gallons of oils consumied, & aver-
age cost per i,000 mniles, which are exanîined
by the auditors of the railway & the Galena
Co. If it is founid that the cost hias exceed-
ed that guaranteed, the Galena Co. eithier
paîys the excess to the railways by cheque,
or receipts vouchers for oils furnished to bal-
ance the amnourit of the excess, as the railway
management niiay prefer. Thiis formi of con-
tract, guarantce & settlemient is the same as
the Galena Co. lias with thei anagemients of
9,5% of the total railwav mil cage of Canada,
the United States & Mexico, wvhich wouild
scein to be a suflicient justification of the
action Ofthie Minister of Railvays in miaking
thie contract. The Canadian Pacific man-
agemient, on tlhe expiration of a tbree vears'
contract witlî the Galena Co., recently enter-
ed inito another contract for five years;
the Grand Trunk, the Canada Atlantic &
otiier lines in the D)ominion, have similar con-
tracts, & enquiries we have made of the mani-
agemients enable us to state that they are in
every way satisfactory. Of course the gen-
eral public neyer hear of these contracts
whien entered into withi roads under private
ownership, but directly a contract is made
witli a governmient lîne it is taken up for
political purposes. We may add that the
Galena Co. states that during the flrst year
its contract on the I.C.R. saved the Govern-
nment over 131"'Of the previous cost per i,000
nmiles, instead of the io'/ guaranteed, that it
is neyer possible to do as well during the first
few mionths of a contract as later, whien those
using the oils have becomie accustouned to
their use, & that it is believed tlie future will
show a still greater saving.

Re puidiatlon In Brîti si Columîbia,

The rcînarks made in our ast issue as to
the effect of Jos. Martins participation in
public affairs in B.C. are fully borne out by a
special correspondent of the Toronto Globe,
who, wrîting from Victoria, says that the
effect may be best understood by comparing
the state of affairs when lic entered into active
political life vth present conditions. At the
former timie the cotintry generally wvas pros-
perous & the outlook veorybopeful. After
showing that legislation pushed through by
Martin, especially the aien law relating to the
Atlin district & the eighit hour law relating to
mining, hias hiad a disastrous effeet on the
mining îndustry, the correspondent shows the
effect oin investmnents. [le says :-At the
beginning of last year the mines in the Koote-
nay district were becomning a favorite field for

the investor of British capital, but immiediately
the labor troubles began ail that capital Nvas
divertcd & it was almnost impossible to obtain
any investment of British capital in British
Columbia mines. Tlhe fact that such ait act
couhd be passed & a Governmnent foummd ready
to carry it created so niuch alarm t hat mîning
intcrests becamne also paralvzed. A general
policy of repudiation wvas also inaugurated
wîth reference to several bonuses which bail
been passed by the Legislature & on the faitlu
of wvhich considerable capital had been invest-
ed. There wvas a railwvay, known as the Ash-
croft & Cariboo, which had been incorporated
with a considerable land grant. l'lie pro-
moters of thîs road, after mutch effort, bail
made arrangements for obtaîning the neces-
sary capital. For this pur-pose thiey bad in-
vested a good deal of nioney & spent a good
deal of timne & abor. The wording of the act
provideil that upon the completion of the
railway the Government 'mnay' grant bonuses.
It was generally uuderstood that under tht'
circumnstances the wvord 'may' was equivalent
to, shaîl.' Mr. Martin took the opposite
view, & alhoughi he wvas acquainted with the
circumistances, repealed the act granting the
subsidy. '[le result wvas that the pronioters
lost the benefit of ail the mioney they had ex-
pended, & great alarm wvas caused aniong
those London capitalists wbo had been pre-
-pared to invest in provincial enterprises.

IThe Turner Goverrnment, iin the last ses-
sion before it resigned, brouigbt iin a subsidy
act providîng for the building of a railwvay
froun the coast to Penticton & Midway, ini the
Boundary country. This undertaking Ivas
divided into two sections. In accordance witb
the provisions of the act, two separate con-
tracts liad been entereil into by the Govern-
ment for construction. The subsidy act iin
eacb case provided that iin every contract a
provision sbould be inserted that the work
should be done to the satisfaction of the
Lieutenant-Governor--ini-Couincil, & shouhd be
commienced on a certain day. Xith reference
to one of the sections it was agreed between
Mr. Turner & Mr. Eberts, the Attorney-
General, representing the Governiment, & the
contractors, that certain specified wvork sbould
be performed during 1898 & 1899, and tliat
that work, wvlen done, sbould be deemced to
be work donc to the satisfaction of the
Licutenant-Governor. On the faitb of that
undcrstanding a contract wvas signed by the
contractors, & they duly pcrformed their part
of the work. When Mr. Martin took office be
declared that this work, although doue under

the agreement referred to, was not work doile
to (lie satisfaction of the Lieutenant-Gover'
nor-in-( ouncil, & cancelled the contract.

"On the other contract the time for the be-
ginning of the work bad not arrived, & tlii5
contract 'vas cancelled, although no default h
bcen made. Iin furtherani-e of this exectitve
act Martini brought ini a bill repealing the sub'
sidies to tbis road. As a result of this actifl
a petition of righit, on the part of the CO"'
tractor, bias been laid & a suit is now pendiuig
with the Govertiment, iin which the contractor»S
dlaim large damages for repudiation of col-
tract.

" These things have hiad a very uinfortuinateC
effect on the countrv-. Business bias been de-
mioralized, capital has beeu turned awvay. It
would be scarcely possible ho believe that it
w'as ini the power of anv one man to accOln'
plîss 50uih evil as bas been ilone in 0tle
ycar.

This plainî statemient of facts, fromn a Paper
on the saine suIe of politics as Martin, fullIY
justifies al x we lbave said. Until Britislh COI'
uimbiauis repudiate hiun & show unmistakabY
that they ivilh not eniiorse bimi or bis mnethis,
no0 one would be justified iniiinvesting inî aOY'
enterprise tiere wlîicli can be in any wa*y
affected by provinucial legislation.. This
nîay be liard on thie province, but tlîe reniedY
is ini the lîands of the people there.

Legisiation in Quebec.

Aniîong the acts passed at the sessionî of the
Q uebec Legishature, wbiclî closed Mar. 23,
are tlîe following :

Respecting a grant to tlîe Quebec Bridge
Co. & subsidies to certain railwav compaiCe

Rcspcctiîîg the construction of telep)hon"e
I inmes.

To furtber amend the charter of the Quebec
Cenitral Ry. Co.

To conîfiîî an agreement between tbe C.?.
R. Co. & the HluhI Electric Co.

To incorporate the St. Hyacinthe Electric
Ry. Co.

To incorporate the Great Nortlîern Elevator
Co.

To amend the charter of the Napierville

Jct. Ry. Co.
To give additional powers to the PeOIt'

Telephone Co.
To confirni certain by-laws of the toWO0

Joliette, & a. deed of agreement betweefltb

town & the Great Northern Ry. Co.
To amend acts rehating to the Quebec

Lake St. Jolin Ry. Co.
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