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formnaîce of Coriiishi plays is extaut than thiat of Richard Carew %vhose
siiivey of Cornwall was priiuted in 1602. 'The guare, (gaire) mnir-

aceiiEglishi and îuiiaele-play, lie says, ",is a kiu cfIuelu
coxupilcd in Corniish ont of somie Seî'iptutre history with tliat grossness
whiclh aeeoxnpaffes the lloinvehis comcdia. For represeiîtinig it,they
aise an earthieî amipliitheatre in soine open field ... Thie country-

people hlock froxîn all sides îniany miles off' to hear and sce it." Vie
l)lays whichl they acted in thiese aniphitlieatres wvrites florlase, Ilwere
ini the Oornlisli language; the s1%bject taken frorn, seyiPture history,
and called Guirimnir (guair iiiirk-le). Ihey Nvere conîposed for beget-
titig iii the commun people a nîhtxotion of the Seriptures, and were
ae(tedl in the iîneînry of sonie niot long> since deceasedl." A Corin-siî
tgenitleiiai %vrote shuortly after the 1Restoration, thiat the disuse of the
Ginirremiears (play shows in(1 spectateles) was oie cause of the decay
of thec ornish lnuesolemmlzed ms they wvere, îîot wvithout show
of devotion, ini open and spacions (1owns of great capaeity, encom-
l)ase(l about witlh eartlien baukihs anîd iii some parts stonework of
i:argceness etiouigh t<o contain tlîousatids, the shiapes of whiclî remain in
lla«nyl places vit this day, thouigh the use of thiem is long since loie.*"

Mýir. Norris, the editor of the Corniishi Drainajustly retnarks in bis
preface Il that, the tliree draina§ wvichl lie traiuslated constitute the
inost important relic of tlie Celtie dialect thiat ivas spoken ini Cor»i-
wvall." Mr. Norris tratislated ecdi line as lie tr-anscribed it, and
pritîted his verioni opposite the text. H-e states thiat lie mnade the
tmiîslation like a school exercise, word for word, without itte,îding
iii :uy way to the Egshidictîn. To show wlîat, the chiaracter of
these Uranas is, it wvill lie suticieîît to cite the first, stanza of llie
(>rdliii<le (le lrLgine m/ ni

En 'Jas a nef y'»> gylwvr
Forîaiyer pisp tr.. a vyt gvrys,
Onan lia try on ysi gvyr;,
Ou Tas lia'» mnal ha'»i Spyvrys
Hla hiethvv Me a thesyr,
I>re ov grata dallkth an beys:
Y lanarar sief hia tyr
flencs forrnyys orth ov brys.
Tite Faither of Hleaven ain i ealledl,
Thé Creator of ail things thtat are made
Onie and three %ve are in triîia,
Tite Fathcer andl the Soit and tlie Spirit.
And tie day I desire
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