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(Continued from yesterday.)

“We_ will consult Doctor Harrison
tomorrow,” Dominey said. “I am very

#lad you came down with me, Man-
gan," he went on, after a minute's

hest n.  ‘.find it yery difficult to

, &et back into the atmosphere of those
aye. 1 even find it hard sometimes,”
he added, with a curious lfttle glange
across the table, “to believe that I am

the same man,”

‘Not 80 hard as I Have done more

than once,” Mr. Mangan confessed.

“Tell me exactly {n what respects
d7” Dominey

me ch

you
insisted.
The lawyer hesitated.

“You seem to have lost a certain
Pliability, or perhaps 1 ought to call
it looseness of disposition,” he admit-
ted. “There are many things con:
nected with the past which I find it
Almost impossible to associate with
he
went on, with a slight smile, inclin-
ing his head towards Als hoat's un-
“You don't drink port

you. For a trifling instance,”

tasted ghass.
like any Dominey I ever kmew.”

“I'm afraid ¢hat 1 never acquired

®e taste for port,” Dominey obsery-
od.

The lawyer gazed at him with raiz
ed eyebrows.
“Not acquired the tuste ftor port?”
ke repeated blankly,
“I should have said reacquired,”
Dominey hastened to explain. “You
Bee, in the bush we drank a simply
frightful amount of spirits, and that
Vitiates the taste for all wine.”
The lawyer glanced enviously al his
host's fine bronzed complexion and
clear eyes.
“You haven't the appearance of evor
having drunk anything, Sir Everard,”
he observed frankly. “One finds it
hard to believe the stories that were
going about ten or fifteen years ago.”
“The Dominey constitution, I Bup-
g

["I'he new butler entered the room
oiselessly and came to his master's
chair,
“I have served coffee in the library,
sir”" he announced. “Mr, Middleton,
the gamekeeper, has just called, and
asks if he could have a word with you
before he goes to bed tonight, sir, Ho
seems in a very mervous and uneasy
state.”
“He can come to thé library at
once,” Dominey directed; “that is, if
You are ready for your coffee, Man-
gan.”
“Indeed I am,” the lawyer assented,
riging. “A great treat, that wine. One
thing the London restaurants can’t
give us. Port should never be drunk
away froin the place where it was
laid down.”
The two men made their way across
the very fine hall, thewwalls of which
had suffered a little through lack of
heating, into the library, and seated
themselves in easy-chairs before the
blazing log fire. Parkinds silently
served them with coffee and brandy.
He had scarcely left the room bef re
there was a timid knock and Middle-
ton made his somewhat hesitating en-

nce.
!Comu in and close the door,”

miney directed. ‘“What is it, Mid-
dleton? Parking says you wish to
speak to me.” <

The man came hesitatingly forward.
He was obviously distressed and un-
eagy, and found speech difficult. His
face glistened with the rain whicy
had found its way, too, in long steaks
down his velveteen coat. His white
hair was wind-tossed and disarrang-
ed

“Bad night,” Dominey remarked.

“It's to save its being a worse one
~that I'm here, Squire,” the old man
replied hoarsely. ‘“I've come¢ to ask
you a favour and to beg yoa to grant
it for your own sake. You'll not
sleep in the oak room tonight?"

“And why rot?” Dominey asked.

“It's next her ladyship's.”

“Well "

The old man was obviously perturb-
ed, but his master, as though of a
purpose, refused to help him. Ho
glanced at Mangan and mumbled to
himself.

“Say exactly what you whsn to,
Middleton,” Dominey inviied “Mr,
Mangan and nis father an} grandfa-
ther have been solicitors to the es-
tate for a grea. many years. Thay
k'ow all our family history."

; E Dominey poured himself out a
'l can't get rightly into touch With| c1ges of brandy with a steady hand
®, Squire, and that a fact,” Mid- “You've been neglecting things
eton went on despairingly. ‘“The

pe of you seems larger and your
ce harder. I don't seem to be so
near to you as I'd wished, to say
what's in my heart.”

“I have had a rough time, Middle-
ton,” Dominey reminded him. “No
wonder I have changed! Never mind,
#peak to me just as man to man.”

“It was 1 who first met you, Squire,”
the old man went on, “when you tot-
tered home that night across the park
with your arm hanging helplessly by
your side, and the blood streaming
down your face and clothes( and the
red light fn  your eyes—murderous
fire, they called {t. I heard her lady-
ship go into hysterics. I saw her
laugh and sob like a maniac, and, God

help us! that's what she’s been ever|oak room.”
since.”

The two men were silent. Middle- CHAPTER X.
ton had raised his voice, speaking For the first few tangled momants
with flence excitement. It was obvi-|of nightmare, slowly developing into|*
ous that he had only paused for|a live horror, Dominey tfancied him-

breath. He had more to say.

“I was by your side, Squire,” he
went on, “when her ladyship caught
up the knife and ran at you, and, as
yo! vell know, it was I, seizing her

behind, that saved a double trag.
el that night, and it was I who went
for the doctor the next morning, when
she’'d stolen into your room in the
night and missed your throat by .a
bare inch. I heard her call to you,
heard her threat.: It was a madwo-
man's threat, Squire, but her lady-
ship is a madwoman at this moment
and with a knife in her hand you'll
never be <safe in this house.”

“We must see,” Dominey said quiet-
1y, “that she is not allowed to get pos-
session of any weapon.”

“Aye! Make sure of that,” Middle-
ton scoffed, “with Mother Unthank
by her side! Her ladyship's mad be-
cause of the horror of that night, but
Mother Unthank is mad with hate,
and there isn't a week passes,” the
old man went on, his voice dropping
lower amd his eyes burning, ‘“that
Roger Unthank's spirit doesn't come

Great Impersonation

BY E. PHILLIPS OPPENHEIM,

(Mr. Mangan had lost his smooth,
after<dinner appearance. His face
was distinctly pale, his smoothly
brushed hair was rumpled, and his
coffee was growing cold. This was a
very different thing from the vague
letters and rumours which had reach-
+/ed him from time to time and which
he had put out of his mind with all,
the contempt of the materialist.

“Tt 1s very good of you to warn me,
Middleton,” Dominey said, “but I can
lock my door, can I not?”

“Lock the door of the oak rom!”
Wwas the sernful reply. “And what
80od would that do? = You know well
enough that the wall’s double on three
sides, and there are more secref en-
trances than even 1 know of. The
oak room's not for you this . night,
Squire. .It's hoping to get you there
that's keeying them quiet.”

“Tell us what you meant, Middle.
ton,” the lawyer asked, with ill-as-
sumed indifference, “when you spoke
of the howling of Roger Unthank’s
spirit?”

The
around.

“Just that, sir,” he replied. “It's
round the house most 'weeks. Except
fcr me odd nights, and Ms. Unthank,
thee's been scarcely a servant would
sieep in the Hall for years. Some of
the maids they do come up from the
village, but back they go before night-
fall, and until morning there isn’t a
living sou lwould cross the park—no,
not for a hundred pounds.”

“A howl, you call it?” Mr, Mangan
observed.

“That's mostly like a dog what's
hurt itself,” Middleton explained
equably, “like a dog, that is, with a
touch of the human in its throat, as
we've all heard in our time, sir. You'll
hear it yourself, sir, maybe tonight or
tomorrow night.”

“You've heard it then, Middletonl”
his master asked,

“Why, surely, sir,” the old man re-
plied in surprise. “Most weeks for tue
last ten years.”
“Haven't you ever got up and gone
out to see what it was?”

The old man shook his head.
“But I knew right well what that
was, sir,” he said, “and I'm not one
for looking on spirits, Spirits there
are that walk this world, as we well
know, and the spirit of Roger Un-
thank walks from between the Black
Wood and these windows, come every
week of the year. But I'm not for
looking at him. There's evil comes
of that. I turn over in my bed, and 1
stop my ears, but I've never yet rajs
ed a blind.”

“Tell me, Middleton,” Dominey ask-
ed, “is Lady Dominey terrified at
these-—er—visitations?”’
“That I can't rightly say, sir. Her
ladyship’s always sweet and genile,
with kind words on her lips for every
one, but there's the terror there in
her eyes that was lit that night when
You staggered into the hall, Squire,
and T've never seen it properly
quenched yet, so to speak. She car-
ries fear with her, but whether it's
the fear of seeing you agaln, or the
fear of Roger Unthank's spirit, 1 could
not tell.”
Dominey seemed suddenly to ‘be-
comé possessed of a strange desire
to thrust the whole subject away. Tle
dismissed the old man kindly but a
little abruptly, accompanying him to
the corridor which led to the ser-
vants’ quarters and talking all the
time about the pheasants. When he
returned, he found that his guest had
emptied his second glass of brancy
and was surreptitiously mopping his
forehead.
“That,”, the latter remarked, “is
the class of old retainer who lives too
long. If I were a Dominey of the Mid-
dle Ages, I think a stone around n.s
neck and the deepest well would be
the sensible way of dealing with him.
‘He made me feel positively uncomfort-
able.”
“L. noticed it,” Dominey remarked,
with a faint smile. “I'm not going to
pretend that it was a pleasant con-
versation myself.”

“I've heard some ghost storjes,”
Mangan went on, “but a spook that
comes and howls once a week for ten
years takes some beating.”

old man turned patiently

here, Mangan,” he complained. “You
ought to have come down and exercis.
ed that ghost. We shall have those
smart maidservants of yours off to-
morrow, 1 suppose, unless you and I
can get a little ghost-laying in first.”

Mr. Mangan began to feel more
comfortable. The brandy and the
warmth of the burning logs were

creeping into his system.
“By the by, Sir BEverard,”
quired, a little later on, “where are
you going to sleep tonight?"
Dominey stretched himself out com-
posedly.

“There 18 obviously only one placa
for me,” he replied. ‘1 can’t disap-
point any one. I shall sleep in the

self back in Africa, with the hand of
an enemy upon his throat, Then a rurh

of the great house, the mysterlous
rustling of the heavy hangings around
the black oak four-poster on which he
lay, the faint pricking of something
deadly at his - throat—these things

brought him acute and painful con-
sciousness of a situation almost ap-

though a brave and callous man he

forbids metion. The dim light of a
candle, recently lit, flashed upon the

He gazed at the thin line of gleaming
steel, fascinated. Already his skin{t
had been broken, a few drops of hlood

The hand which held that deadiv,|i
assailing weapon—small, slim, very
feminine, curving from somewhere bhe
hind the bed
some unseen person. He tried toft
shrink farther back upon the pillow.|f
The hand foilowed him, displaying]|I
glimpses now of a soft, whité-sleeved
arm. He lay quite still, the muscles

and 3owl for your blood beneath theiy
wind It you stay here this night,
8quife, come over and sleep in the
littlo9”room they've got ready for you

®n the other side eof the house.”

of his right arm growing temser as

I have ever heard, s
am not a nervous pe
he en-|them most disturbing.’

sir.
on

whole orchestra of wild animals, ev-
ery one of them trying to freeze your
blood up.”

the

ter
any animals was ever born in Africa
with go terrifying a cry as we heard
0! awakened memories—the silence|the night before last.”

Dominey muttered.

sir, at the end of the corridor,” the
man
rolled back the curtain of unrealily,|me, 1 will show you the way.”

an hour later, found his guest await-
palling. He opened his eyes, and al-|ing him in &
which looked out eastwards towards

lay still, paralysed with the fear which|the sea, a lofty apartment with great
windows and
splendour
bodkin<like dagger held at his throat.|cared-for tapestries, hanging in places
from the wall.

and was In excellent spirits.
were upon the collar of his pyjama=x |of

ness.

curtain—belonged toflast

heard a sound from the moment my
hoad touched the pillow until I woke
a shoart while ago.”

cruel fingers. Then a voice came,—
& slow, feminine and rather wondar-
ful voice, §
“I! you move,” it safd, “you will
die. Remain quite still.’
Domney was fully i now,
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his bratn at work, calculating his
chances with all the cunuing of the
trained hunter who seeks to avoid
death. Reludtantly he was compelled
to realise that no movement of his
¢quld be quick enough to prevent the
driving of that thin stiletto into his
throat, if his hidden assailant should
keep her word. So he lay still.

“Why do you want to kill me?” he
asked, a little tensely. ;

There was no reply, yet somehow
he knew that he was belng watched.
Bver so slightly those curtains
around which the arm had come, were
being parted. Through the chink
some one was looking at him. The
thought came that he might call out
for help, and once more his unseen
enemy read his thought.

“You must be very quiet,” the voice
said,—that voice which it was diffi-
cult for him to believe was not the
voice of a child. “If you even speak
alove a whisper, 1t will be the end. I
wish to look at you."”

A little wider the crack opened, and
then he began to feel hope. The hand
which held the stilettp was shaking,
he heard someting which sounded like
quick breathing from behind the cur-
tains—the breathing of a woman as-
tonished or terrified—and then, so
suddenly that for several seconds he
could not move or take advantage of
the circumstance, the hand with its
cruel weapon was withdrawn around
the curtain and a woman began to
laugh, softly at first, and then with a
little hysterical sob thrusting its way
through that incongruous note of
mirth. ;

He lay upon the bed as though mes-
merised, finding at his first effort that
hic limbs refused their office, as might
the Iimbs of one lying under the
thrall of a nightmare. The laugh died
away, there was a sound like a scrap-
ing upon the wall, the candle was sud-
denly blown out. Then his nerve be-
gan to return and with it his control
over his limbs. He crawled to th:
side of the bed remote from the cui-
tains, stole to the little table on which
he had left his revolver and an elec
tric torch, snatched at them, and with
the former in his right hand, flashed
a little orb of light into the shadows
of the great apartment, Once more
something like terror seized him. The
figure which had been standing by
the side of his bed had ' vanished.
There was no hiding place in view
Bvery inch of the room was lit up
by the powerful torch he carried, aud,
save for himself, the room was emp-
ty. The first moment of realisation
was chill and unnerving. Thea the
slight smarting of the wound at his

throat became convincing proof tn
him that there was nothing super
natural about this visit. He lit up

half-a-dozen of the candles distribut
ed about the place and laid down his
torch. He was ashamed to find that
his forehead was dripping w:h per-
spiration i
“Omne of the secret . passages, of
course,” he muttered to himself,
stooping for a moment to examine the
locked, folding doors which separated

bis room from the adjoining .one
“Perhaps, when one reflects, I have
run unnecessary risks.”

Dominey was standing at the win-

dow, lookfng out at the tumbled grey
waters of the North Sea, when Par-
kins brought him hot water and tea
in the morning. He thrust his feet into
slippers and held out his arms for a
dressing-gown.

“Find out where the neares: bath-
room is, Parkins,” he ordered, “and
prepare it. I have quite forguttay my
way about here.”

“Very good, sir.”

The man was motionless for a mo-
ment, staring at the blood on his mas-
ter's pyJamas. Dominey glanced down
at it and turned the dressinz-gown up
to his throat.

“l had a slight accident this morn.
ing,” he remarked carelessly. “Any
ghost alarms last night?”

“None that I heard of, sir,” the man
replied. “I am afraid we should have
difficulty in keeping the young wo-
men from London, if they heard what
I heard the night of my arrival.”
“Very terrible, was it?" Dominey
asked with a smile

Parking’ expression remained im-
mcvable. There was in  his tone,
however, a mute protest against his
master's levity

“The cries were the most

terrible
* he said, I
son, but I found

“Human or animal?”
“A mixture of both, I should say,

“You should camp out for the night
the skirts of an African forest,”
Dominey remarked. “There you get a

“I was out In South Africa during
Boer War, sir,” Parkins replied,
‘and T went big hunting with my mas-~
afterwards. I do not think that

“We must look into the matter,”

“I have already prepared a bath,
announced. “If you will allow
Dominey, when he descended about

smaller dining-room,

with
which

an air of
came from

faded
the ill-

Mr. Mangan had, con-
rary to his expectations, slept well
The row
silver dishes upon the sideboard !
nspired him with an added :-ln-x-r!'uL]

“S0 there were no ghosts wnlknu;‘
night, eh?” he remarked as he
00k his place at the table. “Wonder-
ul thing this absolute quiet is after
London. Give you my word, 1 never

Dick.
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l TIME TABLE
| The Maritime Steamship Co.

rel. Main 2616 . St Jdohz, N. B Limited
GRAND MANAN SS CO Commenc®g Juns Tth, 1920, a

|steamer of wus line leaves St John
| luesday at .30 am.  for Black's
| Harbor, calling at Dipper Harbor and

—

DAYLIGHT TIME,

Comumancing June Ist steamer jeaye, | Beaver Harbor,
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M ALIMagYS, Jahve Yrand Manan 5'}?’:. A-Hui l,mu\:\s Hurbu;_ S
A M ROE BL blophx;n. by imermem-‘ i es Black’s Harbor Friday tor
ate ports, rc!urmug.luursdays_ {Dipper Harbor, caliing at Beavep
Fridays, leave Grand Manan 6.30 | Harbor.
a. m., for St. John direect, returning Leaves Dipper Harbor at 8 am

2.30 same day.
Saturdays, leave Grand Manan, 7.3
a. m., for St, Andrews, Via intermeds:
ate ports, returning 130 same day.
GRAND MANAN 8. 8. CO.

P. 0. Box 387,
St. John, N. &"Phom

ay for St. Johp Frelght ;3:
fondays 7 &.m. to 5 p.m.; St.
sight up till 12 noon,

nts, the Thorne Whart apg
rehousing Co, Ltd.

LEWIS CONNORS, Manager,
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