explained.
“You see, I'm poor.’ be ssid. ‘Poor as
the proverbial church mouse from a cily

unconcealed snubs that had been his lot had
pointed a moral for me. After a while of

co!
New York. Iocould not keep within my
income. I was always broke, and I wasn't
happy or conteated. There were a thous-
and temptations to spend monmey and &
thousand things I wanted to do that I could
pot afford. And, anyhow, I like the coun-
try better than town. So I came out here
at the time of the Creede boom. I was too
late to do anything in the boom, but I saw
this place while I was wandering around,
trying to follow leads of ore that were visi-
ble for miles, as the prospectors say.

<] saw & chance to make some fish ponds
bere and as I knew something of piscicul
tare I' took upa homestead. Within a
year I was move contented than atany
time in my life. I have a few cattle now
and I ship fish from mytrout pound and
.n%oonhlponndhl‘en.
My income is not a fourth of what it was in
New York, but I get lots more genuine
happiness out of it. T've cultivated a taste
of observing nature at close range. I'ma
better man than I ever was before. I never
drank to excess nor was I particularly fast
in any respect, but I mean that my gener:1
moral tone is higher than it used to be. I
possess the heslthy mind in the healthy
body. I read scientific books now where I
used to waste time on novels. I getmy
daily newspaper, seven at a time it's true,
and some times fourteen when my neigh-
bour misses his regular weekly trip to town.
But 1 read one every morning at breakfast
and it's just the same as it I bhad just bought
the copy from the news boy. I subscribe
to two or three magasines and books
that attract my attention though the re-
views generally,find their way to me sooner
or later.’

‘You never|gojto town yourself then?’
inquired his visitor. s

‘Mighty seldom. I hatc the beastly
little hole. Now and then I take a trip in-
to the valley. There are some friends of
mine living on ranches there, and I make
the round of them and rather eojoy a semi-
annual exchange of ideas. I come back
here with whatever rust had accumulated
in the previous six months rubbed cff.’

‘Don't you find cooking and caring for
yourself a nuisance P’

«Not in the least,’ said the ranchman,
taking his pipe from his lips. ‘I tried
keeping a bired men, but that was intoler-
able. I prefer my own society, especially
at meals and in the evenings. My neigh-
bor, who is only three miles away, you
know, brings up whatever I need from
town. He can be hired occasionslly if I
need help, but L seldom do. His wite does
my washing. I can’t say that I like wash-
ing things, although I can do it when nece: -
sary. I only have (wo horses and a cow to
care for regularly, and they, like the dogs,
are a part of the tamily and I like to at-
tend to them.

‘What do I do ins case of sicknessP
Haven't been ill & day since | came up bere
first.  That's the besuty of the lite. I eat
plain but whalésome'tood. . I drink water
or cocos. 1 scldow touch tes, bicaureit
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| & colored man who had died during the

ing out here I drifted back to | ;
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ODD THINGS THAT HAPPREN.
Somle of the Queor Events That Give Variety
and Spioce to Life,

The meanest thief on record has turned
up—or rather basn't turned up—in Battle
Creck, Mich. He broke into the house of

always trkes a cigar whon he dines out at
dinners has a collection ot fifty years' ac-
cumulation, all duly labelled and dated.

Mre. Lottie Bunker, a Chi wheal
lady, bas a record of 19,000 miles for last
year and 45,000 miles for the past three
years. She became Mrs. Bunker before
she took to wheeling.

An iceboat, going at the rate of a mile a
minute up in the Bar Harbor neighborhood,
ran ashore among the rocks and didnt kill
her crew. They picked up a cord of tooth-

in & amall ring he bad drawn on the black-
board. The punmi came under the
head of ‘cruel snd wawsstl’
shipped out of the State 188,000 turkeys,
weighied 1,900,000 pounds. Most of them
went to Boston. :

A slot machine concern in Youngstown,
O., says that its profit last year on 200
machines was $15,000,

A philadelphia men. pattering after s
New York woman, committed suicide last
.-&bypdq' himself in & trunk and
m‘ ”‘ e
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picks, but no iceboat.
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—YOU CAN HAVE -

Progress, s

—and those popular magazines—

Munsey, McClure

-n.l'lANDl..l..

P. S. Old subscr bers can secure the magaz
newing, for 5oc. extra or $4.50 in all.

AN NI

sent to your address for one year.

DON'T MISS IT!

* You can’t AFFORD to miss it, if you have
time to read, and want CHEAP and GOOD read-
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When 8 Boy Eators

.

This school he is not given s text-book

with a lot of definitions to learn, as in the
old way, but heis putat omceto deing
business as it is done in the outside world.
- Send for Catalogue.
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in which a farmer accused his neighbor of
m‘ﬁl ducks. '.I.‘hol.m WAS @m-
ployed by the accused to convince the
Court that such was not the case. The
plaintiff was positive that his neighour was
guilty of the offence charged, because he

SRE

had seen his ducks in the defendant’s -

‘How do you know they were your
ducks?' asked the lawyer.

“I should know my ducks anywhere,’ re-

ied the farmer, giving a description of

various ities, whereby be

mv"s"hy' B s hnid

£ » SR ', ‘those ducks
cannot be of such tm'f"hud. 1 bave
“That's not at all unlikely,’

former, ‘for they are not the
bave had stolen lstely.” :




