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Happy Hours in a Pastor's Life.

THEODORE LYER, D D

i human life has its inevitable trials, and the

life of a minister of the Gospel of Christ has some trials
peculiar to his sacred office, . But, if he is faithful to his
high calling, he his some - peculiar foys. - lLet me indicate

some of the happy hours in | his life journey, which warm

and cheer his heart; they age foretastes of his heavenly
rewards ; for o1 not poly a liberal tesvarder, but he
ften pay
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We will go, for éxample, into a pasto v on a Tue
day morning, after he has hnd his needed rest on Monday
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falights upon 1, orrathe iie text lays hold upon him
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“brief.”  These are

him.  Sir ' Walter Scott tetls us that the
faded eye of 1 Last Minstrpl” Kindled “with all a poct
oSt I'he preacher of all God's ' gloripus  messages to

n the following Sabbatl Ghbd pity the funister to whom
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erries for him than to off preach for b f he has a
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work in t wlpit | fore let no minister
’ jergies by late. w Saturday night
freshinig ght's rest, and with i message from
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dese i it At does glidden a past t to be told
Y g e i ey i Y our dissourse
» i i foruie,” of “I was
ledt ¢ appe to de This is better
pay 1l gold ks. Perhaps while
y e i the knock at the door and
saounie one ent ned, and comes.for direction
You fiay wer to-Christ, and pray with
this anxious inquir v lucided on- the spot, and goes
2 away rejoiing. - A is this and your study. be
comes a Bethel witt ng s : :

Ao important part of every pastor’s work is with the
troubled, the sick amd the bereaved Bruised hearts are to
be bound up and a-helpiog word spoken to the weak, and
the weary and woe begone. | These ministrations of mercy
gost wo little efiort and strain on  the nerves, but they
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men feels also an ecstacy when ke has grasped and put into

¢ itting form’ the heavenly miessage wi may--with the

Divine bles g ~be a saver of lfe unto lifé to some souls
g
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bring rich rewards. Among all my ‘immense corrésy

most are those ‘wri

ence the letters that I cherish
hearts grateful for guidance through dark place nd

solation in dark hours. Such tributes of thankfulne
embalmed as in lavender and never lose their fragrance
I have spoken of the many happy hours which a f
pastor may enjoy in-exploring God's  wonde
in holding up Christ bafore His Sabbath auditors
winning the gratitude of those whom: He has befriend
season’s of trouble and bereavement.  The criwr
howeve y.pastor 1§ an g ol t H
and the crowning the ng T
As I look back over a minstry of Y 8IX
the seasons that are marked in my Hif wit
have been the seuson of e \
have me withoat I \
of them have been ing
presumptous and misleading of bl r .
predicting’ an outpour f the Haly Spirit
pastoral - experience : peculin
blessing come under th | 1 ' tn t
first token of then h been t} wakening of o fow in
penitent person
I recall now a most remarkable r v il o e
f my  ministry in that belovy
served for ty  year I had
of Prayer, and on ‘on lost
January evenings that | ever knew In 1e thi
mometer below zero, the prayer-room was ero d
first thrill of the evening was when a prominent man “rost

before the  week was over, other well known

for prayer”

men were on their feet as seekers for salvdtion

diately appointed special services, and opened inquiry
meetings ; nothing wakes up heavy eyed Christian the
sight inquirers going into such. meeting Fo 1
months that glorious work of grace went ward
sometimes held as many as ten: services of varic kind
during a single week.. The communion Sabbat vhen
the aisles of the chutch were crowded with convert 1
fessing Christ, when Jubilee days were anthems of tha
giving rolled up to heaven. The word pturce
too strong a word to dest ribe the emot: t
ind people during those months of spirit

Suck  happy hours are within the ilit
faithful, fearless pastor who is bent on  winning I
Christ.  Looking at his converts in Thessal |
claimed, “Ye are my glory and joy I« 1
“1 have counted as if | had goodly | "
in the places where my spiritual child

And ‘the seraphic Samuel Ruthert
out to his people, “Your he "W
me, and the salvation of e 1
to me ! Brother minister e of §
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pieces. The business thatis built upon

integrity and faithfulness will never bring disl

church that is built upon his consecration and spirit
will also glorify him. The nation that is built upon his
righteousness and philanthrophy is certain to prosper. The

his holiness can never be

character that is built upon
shaken. In a word, thé life and the destiny built upon his
forever

attributes will stand a monument

work.

to God’s glory

Juilding means “Be strong saith the Lord, and

work,” was the message of Haggai to the people.  [Ever

one was to take a hand. Some went to the forests and cut

the timber and hewed it into shape; others used the

trowel, while others mixed the mortar To every one his

work.” It is easier to criticize than it is to perform, and
critics who stand up and make comments are. not so much

builders as destroyers. Did you say when you returned

like
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t so lightly falls,
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Will shine in our temple walls,
Or ever its beauty stain

“Are you building for God alo
Are you building in faith and love,
A temple the Father will own,
In the city of light above "
—W, Recorder,




