s

kg heas e B el o ode ot o bnamelio e Bt e bt

AUGUST 7, 1901,

Christians Under a Cloud.

BY RREV. THRODORR CUYLER, D. D.

It is not every Christian who walks in constant sun
shine and carries within him & cheerful and & happy
beart, There are quite too many who spend most of
thelr time undera clond. Here, for example, ia one
who leads a reputable life before the community ; but in
his own heart lies an overwhelming masa of doubts that
rob him of his apiritual peace. He has become a chronic
doubter ; and what the Apostle Thomas was for a single
ovening, he is for nearly every day and night of his un-

fortable exi It has b habitual with him
to distrust God's promises, and sometimes to distrust his
own conversion. He seldom knows what it is to grasp a
divinely revealed truth firmly and cling to it, and rest
on it, and grow by it, as his own body eats and thrives
on his dally food, If the Apostie Paul should come to
him and say, ‘*1 know whom I have believed,’’ he would
bevery apt to reply, ‘‘ How do you know it? I never
have any clear assurance. I sometimes doubtif ever
Jesus Christ redeemed me, or if the Holy Spirit ever
converted me. I am enrolled ou the church record as a
* believer ' and yet I am very often a terrible doubter.*’

That is very true, my friend, and it is your own fault.
The man that does that wretched doubting walks in your
shoes, It s not another person’s sin against you that
robs you of peace, but your own sin against your own
soul, and against your forbearing Master, It is your be-
setting sin, God commands youto bellevehis Word,
and you disobey. Jesus Christ bids you look to him, and
you look away ; to lay hold of him and trust him, and
you stand off and guestion his truthfuloese, and love and
power. He promises you that if you will honestly
strive to obey his commandments, and will sincerely seek
the grace that s sufficient for you, he will answer your
prayers, You wre no exceptional character, If Paul
received from Christ pardon, and peace, aud power, and
asevrance of hope, and spiritual joy under fierce trials,
00 can you. I fearthat there is a subtle self-conceit in
your heart which pretends that what sufficed for Paul
and millions of other Christians, s not clear enough, or
efficaclous enough, for you.

In addition to a self-conceit of which you may not be
fully consclous, you areguilty of no little obstinacy in
cherishing your doubts, Vou hold fast to them, instead
of holding fest to him who died to save you, When
these harassing doubts come to the door of your heart,
{nstead of bolting it in thelr face, you let them in, and
parley with themi and harbor them, Vour duty {8 to
treat themi as summarily as Joseph treated the wanton
proposal of Potiphar's inspudent wife. To every akeptic-
al whibper of your tempter, say, ' Oet thee belilnd me,
Batan | Pray for more faith, Grasp hold of.a promiee,
ae slnking Peter stretohed out his arms to hivomulpotent
Master. Be done with your pititul ' ife," and lay hold
of Christ's Immutable "' wills” and ‘‘shalle” Vou
listen to Batan more than you )aten to your Saviour,
The wretohed hablt you have contracted of disbelleving
the Lord Jesus must be dealt with as a tippler must deal
with hls habit of Indulging In intoxieants. Vou must
break it up, or it will break you down., Mx your grasp
on the loviug Bou of God, and say to yourself 1 “I1 1
g0 on any longer in this way, T shall become an infidel
and anoutoast, I will be done with the devil, and
oling to Chrlst if [ perlah, ILond, 1 belleve | help thou
my acoursed unbellef |

Depend upon It that you will never attain any sunshine
of spiritual peace, or any power, unill you-in divine
help and strength-—overcome this deplorable habit of
doubling. What have you ever gained by it} How
much has it cost you? And If you expest to rely on
Chirist In the dylag hour, why not do It now ? Itle said
that Dr. Merle D'Aublgne, the famone Hwise bistorian of
the Reformation, was sorely troubled with doubis during
hie student He went to his old superienced teach.
o for help. old man refused to disouse the doubls,
saylng, "Were I to rid you of these others would come,
There le o shorter way of destroying them, et Jesus
Christ be really to you the Bon of Ood, ithe Baviour; and
the darkness, and his Spirit will lead

slone soatter the clouds that make s0 many lves dark
and dresry, | member that once when & famous ln-
fidel book wae under discussion In a certain ministerial
clrole, grand old De, Thomas M, Skinner sald to we:
' Brethren, difiouities have arleon in my own miud that

thick clond, separate between God and thelr own souls ;
the divine countenance is hidden as in an awful eclipes,

mumuuwmmu apiritual peace. No

Ood, who pursues crooked peths in business, who in-
fulgen in secret tippling or unclean lusts, or who is wa-
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faithfnl to his word with men and his vows with God,
can ever expect to enjoy a blessed “assurauce of hope."'
That is a fearful description which Bunyan drew of cer-
tain backsliders, who, having turned over a ‘‘stile” from
the King's highway, were left to grope among the tombs
under the shadow of a dark and lonely mountain. As
Christian looked at them, his eyes gushed forth in tears.
1 have sionally seen such backsliders awakened out
of their guilty condition by some alarming providence,
and crying out, '‘Where is now my hope!" 1f any who
is under such a cloud should read this paragraph, I
would say to him or to her,—you may find your lost
“‘hope’” where Peter found his when he went out and
wept bitterly, You may find it in penitence and confes-
slon, at the crcss of Christ Jesus. And when, after your
return to obedience and right living, the forgiving love
of Christ has lifted away the cloud, you will feel as Laz-
arus must have felt ‘when he was delivered from the
tomb, and back again to his home, —Selected.
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“Hallowed be Thy Name.”

BY RRV, C. B. ¥, HALLOCK.

How naturally does this petition follow the discovery,
the acknowledgment and the sense that God ia our
heavenly Father | Ewvery instiret of sonship is quick to
own a father's authority, vindicate a father's fame, revere
a father's character, to hollow a father's name, In
breathing this petition, we ask that God would ballow
his own name and canse it to be hallowed. Init the
child of God prays g¢ a worshipper. In giving it to us,
it would seem asif Christ meant to teach us that it should
be our earliest praver, our first desire, to reverence as
holy, to sanctify, to consecrate, to separate the name of
Jehovah high above all others, The petition {s really the
Tuied Commandment turned into prayer—'' Thou shalt
not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain.’' This
petition takes preced b it {s so alldnclusive,
desiring that all thiogs may resolve themselves into a
manifestation of the divine glory.

There are duties to which this petition pledges. In it
we pray that we and all men may have appropriate
thoughts of God, suitable emotions towards God, and
make reverential use of his names, titles, ordinances,
word and worke, We pray also for the promotion of the
public and private worship of God, thc diligent use of his
sacraments and institutions, and for such a diffusion of
his honor throughout the world as will remove all causes
which prevent hin name being hallowed, While we can
neither add to nor detract from the essential sanctity and
glory of God's name and character, yet we must lator
and pray that both may become more clearly visible to
the world, more fully demonstrated, displayed and ad-
mired by all his rational creatures,

Agaln there are sina which the petition plainly con-
demne, Does it grieve ua when we hear God's name
used lu au Irreverent and unballowed way? Are we
pained when we hear, a8 we often do, the veriest child
using the most profane language, coupling our Father's
name with the most vile onths, seemiing as {f it were re-
garded clever todo so? Can it be considered consistent
to employ this name one hour In prayer to God, and the
next in curslng fellowmen made in the image of God?
Vet there are mwany men who use It in both these ways.
Of coupse, their praylng s only a mere form. But be it
knowtt to us all that either we must leave off profanity,
or may an well leave off praylng this prayer. For how
oan two walk together exocept they be agreed ! What
concord has Cheist with Bellal? D)th a fountain send

forth at the same place sweet water and bitter? Vet

with the same tongue bless we Ood, even the Father,
and therewith ouree we men which are made after the
similitude of God, Out of the same mouth proceedeth
blessiug and curslng, My brethren, these things ought
not #o to be, Prayer and profanity do not pull together,
and never oan,

Itmust be acknowledged at once that the outward
forma of reverence to God wmay be most diligently
observed where there s total absence of
the reality, We recently came across a ateik-
lng instance of this kind recounted in the
lotter of & Christian traveler in Hurope, He says:
“One beautiful Sunday morning I huppened t) be at Zer-
matt, under the shadow of the mighty Matterhorn, Pass-
{og » Roman Catholic chapel at the hour of service, I
wont {uto the vestibule and mingled with the worshipers,
My attention was partioularly arrested by an extremely
handsome Tyrolese guide in the ploturesque dress of his
native distriot. At the elevation of the host, not satis
fled with imitating the of his felk rahip-
ors, he positively prostrated himeell on the stome floor,
Throughout the whole of that service his attention and
his apparent were pl and greatly
impressed me, When the service was over, I ha
to walk out of the church immediaiely behind him, To
my hoeror he had ly d the threshold of the
sanctuary in which he had been apparently so revereat,
before he began to swear in the most blasphemons man-
ner, and to use grosaly cbscene Y There conld
be no more overwhelming evidence of the fact that all
the forma of outward devetion and reverence may be
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Most scrupulous'y observed, and at the same time be
absolutely meaningless, and worse than meaningless.

In using the Lord's prayer, let us make sure that we
use it as the sincere breathing of a filial spirit—*' Father;"
a fraternal spirit—‘"Our Father' and a reverential spirit
—''Hallowed by thy name.''—Herald and Presbyter.
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The Aim of a Christian School.

BY REV. NATHAN E. WOOD, D.D.

The idea of vicarious sacrifice runs all through human
society. Its extreme culmination was in Jesus Christ,
crucified. The doctrine of a vicarious atonement for the
sing of men has been in all history the intensest incen-
tive to evangelizing work. It has made the missionary
aud the martyr, It has been the unvarying impulse to
the most self-denying labors in behalf of others. It has
always begotten a spirit of self-sacrifice in those who
have believed it, ‘‘By its fruits ye shall know it."" Every
other iCea of atonement has resulted in a paralysis of
earvest and persistent effort t d the gelization of
the world. Neéither missionary nor martyr are its fruits.
It has no victorious power. The great doctrine of atome-
ment needs particularly to be studied in the light of its
trinmphant achievements and its true fruitage.

Humaoitarianism under variovs theological names is
actively appealing for public acceptance. It has prom-
ised much and accomplished much, It is most alluring
as a soclology. All its efforts are put forth upon the
plane of man. Ite sources of help are no higher than
this level. God has been, for the most part, ignored.

- The supernatural has been flung as unpractical and a

superstition. Humanitarianism has sought primarily to
better the physical and mental condition of men. Better
housings, better sanitation, better foods, better air, and
more recrention. are to .be our physical regenerators,
Better schools, better books, better music, better art are
to be are mental regenerators, Now all this is adwirable
and valuable so far as it goes. Ihave no word to utter
against its usefulness,
But the aim of a school established for the education of
& Christian is that 1t may accumulate and use power as a
forwarder of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ, Its supreme
purpose is not to promote scholarship, or to give intel.
lectual training to its students. It is not to accumulate
vast wealth of appliances for research. It ia not to ae-
\! demic atmosph and ideale—all these
things are necessary and useful, But over and above all
must beg the ideal and controlling purpose to make all
tributary to the moral redemption of the race, and the
bﬂ,n‘rinl of the whole world {uto loving obedience to our
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. The frults of a Christian
school are to be the same in kind as the fruite of a
Chilstian church, Kuowledge and character are to be
twin resulis.” The teacher misses the highest ideals of
his esllipg if he falla to bea pastor to his class. The
pastor misses the highest idenle of his ealliug if he falls
to be a teacher to hia flock,— Watehmau,

R
God's Open Doors.

Whistever God may deny us, he never denles us the
opportunity to do the right thing. This thing may be
our golug forward of our holding back, our acquiescence
or our refusal, e leaves it to us to decide and this ls
our opportunity, & metimes it ls to live, sometivies it i
to die. But it rests with us tomake the circumstances in
which we are placed our opportuuity to do the right
thing, and to take it God oftcn sbuts the door Iu our
1-«“-! we may go throvgh another one which be has
opened, He knowa that 1he closed do ris the one that
we want to go through. HBut scmetimes he permits the
opening of a door which he knows that we know we
ought not to enter, He thus puts us to the test by al-
lowing ue the o) uum keeping ountof it, And
there are times when he ¢ all doors in order that we

have the opportunity of patlently waiting and
:l:’oeilq until one hopn’d. hr:ou e’n complain of

the lack of unity, for he ls pnt(l;‘nn to be in one
or wnother hene casen, — Patterson Bols.
o
The Professor.
Serene of face and pure of brow,
Kuthroned amoug his books a king,
With little heed for Past or N

or Now,
Vet with kind thought for everythiug,
Both true ndzn of heart ia he,
Of worldliness he bears no stain.
Life is to him & theory,

Swmall part of it gives any pain,
With forceful logie, mdnu?-m.
He teaches Truth to all who hear,
l;-glnd he seemns from hour to hour ;

is listeners feel that God is near,

From him a gentle influence breathes
On all his wers far and near :
Unknown, t, the laurel wreaths
Are woven him yoar to year,
Far from the restiess, selfish throng
He site ot night and reads alone,

he o
A kiog gtomy%“:b"mm
And when at last the midaight oil
Fades out, and th around dim,
Peaceful, he rests daily
He sleeps; snd God still talks with him,
Wolfville, 1901, Rvivn FRuwick
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