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1ave Very little in the way of complaint has been expressed in regard to

ken children over the age of two years growing up unbaptised, except in

nder the case of one Minister who speaks of 150 children in this condition

or a in his Congregation, and states that the chief cause is carelessness on

tion the prevalence of Baptist views, It is
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: opulation of the

fact Church—that is, thoge over eighteen years of age—stand aloof from
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this holy ordinance, and are living unpledged to a Christian life. The
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proportions range from one-twelfth to three-fourths of those of ripe
that years that are living in this s

tate, and though the returns as a whole l
ed as are not so definite on this point as could be desired, yet the Commit. J
peak tee believe that they are not far from the truth when they say that fully ‘
| life one-half of the adulg population of our Church decline entering into |
1pon its Commanion or to take Christian ground ! This sad fact, which was ;
slves adverted to last year, is far more clearly brought out in the sheets this ’!
than year, and the conclusion which is forced upon the Committee is that
 has the Church, notwithstanding all her efforts and organizations—Sab.
from bath Schools and Bible Classes—is failing, at least to the extent
t the named, to gather in her young men and women into the fold of Christ,
y an 1 them to herself by any strong and enduring bond,
" our ) nd in every Congregation there are scores growing
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- and || —the high style of ing the tables, common in some places, and the
t see || air of mystery and awe which has been thrown around the ordinance
nm}tr. —the inconsistencies of some of those wh
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o have made a profession of ’
their faith and the feeling that it is better not to vow, than to vow an

\g to fail to perform—and above all—* i
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restrains. This last is by far the
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most frequent excuse that is offered

: [| for neglecting the command of our Lord :  7his do in remembrance of
these me.
, they The Committee have received no hint or suggestion from any Min-
great ister as to how the great evil under consideration is to be met and
r, but they themselves have none to offer, save perhaps that of a more careful
men, and individual treatment of those coming into mature years. The
)ult_ i}r: I period of youth, it is well known—the riod intervening hetween the
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while stated in these shoets—is a very da:
sed in ships and strange questionings, when the fountains of thought are
g but stirred and black doubt casts its shadow over all the teachings of the
work, Sabbath School and the traditions of the family—wh
. for indulgence, and the restraints of home are felt
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the boast and bravado of impudence or irreverence is g t to be mis-

8e re- taken for manliness. It is a transition time in which the man is
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