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NEXT GOVERNMENT| " =meme 7zt

Opinion That Elections Will
Bring Another Coalition

Future of .Lloyd George —|

Comment on Irish Affairs
.—Death of. Lord North-
cliffe—Some of the Secrets
of the War Being Revealed.

(From Our Own Correspondent)

Londen, August 17—It is significant
that serious politicians are already dis-
cuséing the probable composition of the
next government. Politics and partics
are at this moment in such a confused
state, and immediate events are so criti-
cally unsure, that the discussion neces-
sarily is highly speculative. But one
finds a growing conviction that, unless
the domestic jars of the other parties
play altogether into the hands of Labor
and give them an uncxpected majority
in the next parliament, where, at any
rate, they are likely to muster at least
double their present strength, another
coalition will emerge from the next gen-
eral election. Both Canservatives and
I.iberals are showing a very marked ten-
dency in mcny cases to compound with
local susceptibilities by standing next
time as Conservatives or Liberals solely,
and without any sort of pledge to a
group ministry. During the pregent re-
cess there will be much quiet canvassing
in the constituencies by members and
agents anxious to sound the political
Much may depend on the re-
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sults of these inquiries.. But it seems :

to be fairly well agreed that as things
are now shaping, no one party is likely
to be better balanced than the present.
Lioyd George's Future,

Irnmensely complicating  this obscure
problem of the political future is the still

inscrutable personal problem of Lloyd proposition, and is now
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the formation of the Kitchener armies,
had been performed—that of Mr. Griffith
is at its most critical stage. In the case
of England, there was little or no diffi-
culty in finding n successor to Lord
Kitchener. In the case of Ireland there
-may be the greatest difficulty, and on
the successor everything depends. There
is no doubt that Mr. Griffith’s early pri-
vations had undermined his constitution,
so that in the end the intolerable bur-
den of responsibility overpowered him
physically.

Irish Strategists.

Strategy has been described as com-
mon-sense applied to war, but in spite
of its obviousness after the event, it is
the exception rather than the rule to
find its principles followed in the field.
The operations leading up to the fall
of Cork have been quite respectable
strategically, and the staff work of the
Free Staters hase been favotably com-
mented on by qualified judges. They
had against them a man who was recog-
i nized as a first-class, tactician, Erskine
Childers, and it is surprising how little
he has been able to achieve. Apart from
one skirmish of outposts, when the rebels
iused armored cars and machine-guns for
| a surprise attack in flank, they seem to
‘ have done nothing to meet, the bold
movements of the Frce State troops. An
gucquuinmnce who served with Erskine
Childers during the war tells me that
he must be working with the rottenest
fighting material to hove done so little.
Erskine Childers was happiest in plan-
ning minor operations, sueh as the early
seaplane raids , on the German- coast
which “rattled” the High Sea Fleet very |
considerably, and he had as confrers the;
pick of the adventurous R. N. A. S’
pilots and obsérvers. He is finding his
adopted countrymen a very different
learning the

George’s future. What are the present | value of discipline and training even for

prime minister’s intentions? Will he de-
finitely throw in his political fortunes
with the Conservatives, or will he, on the
break-up of the coalition, which so many
of the members of it seem earnestly to
desire, and which the country politicians
are said even more anxiously to demand,
revert to the Liberals? Obviously Mr.
Asquith’s days are done politically, and
Sir John Simon is too much like a cold
intellectual ghost ever to be cast for
the role of Hamlet. The firm belief
among parliamentarians is that Lloyd
George would be very cordially welcom-
ed back to what would then be a united
Liberal fold, if once he allowed it to
become known that Barkis is willin’”
Such a constingency is one to be reck-
oned with at all events, and nobody is
likely to dispute the pull of Lloyd
George’s political personality, ‘What
Lloyd George thinks about these things,
which he must very often do, nobody
really knows. But he certainly resents
some of the tactics recently adopted by
critics &f his ministry on the right flank
of coalition, and there is a growing feel-
ing that he would be really glad of a
spell of restful_but vigorous opposition.
Lieadership of another coalition, how-
ever, might keep him still in harness for
another term.

Ireland’s Great Loss.

The death of Arthur Griffiths is to
Ireland even more than the death of Lord
Kitchener was to England during the
war, for Lord Kitchener’s greatest task,
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o|Of the trade possibilities overseas will

the most “lone hand stunts!”
Lord Northcliffe’s World Tour. I

! It was on Lord Northcliffe’s world tour,
begun last year, that the first sighs of
fllness showed themselves, and by the
time he had reached India it was evident
that something was wrong, but no one;
anticipated an end so tragic. That tour'
was undertaken partly for health but
mainly because of Lord Northcliffe’s ab-
sorbed interest in the empire and all
that concerned it, He had the idea that
Japan was becoming a menace and char-
acteristically enough he set out to as-|
certain the facts for himself. This was/|
his real object, the rest of the tour was
so much congenial camouflage. We would
be incautious to accept his conglusions
without other evidence, but too much
credit cannot be given to the sincerity
of the mission. The British Empire to
Lord Northcliffe was a passion, and in
him every dominion, colony jand depend-
ency has lost a great and sympathetic
friend. With the world in the melting
pot, he ‘might have been relied upon to
pull out the empire stronger and fresh-
er than ever. That work must now be
left to other hands.

An Imperial Trading Policy.

Those here in the old country who
take a broad view are turning their at-
tention more and more to our posscss-
ions overseas as the real road by which
at least British economic difficulties can
be settled. The view grows stronger
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every day that a systematic exploitation

make us more or less independent of the
continent, and may more than re-estab-
lish our pre-war prosperity. This may
seem over optimistic, but if you analyse
the Board of Trade returns since the
war you will find a pretty solid basis
for the optimism, Whatever may be
said against Mr. Churchill, he has vision,
and he has seen this, Individually as
dominion minister, he has done excellent
work in this direction, and this without
any real national systematic effort, but
with the aid only of individual merchants
and industrialists. It is now felt that
the time has come for a real imperial
trading policy participated in by the im-
perial authorities and by British indus-
try alike, working according to a settled
programme, And you may see a begin-
ning made this autumn.

Foreign Trade By Barter.

Germany seems to be considering very
seriously the possibilities of foreign trade
by barter; now that the debased value of
the mark makes it almost useless as a
medium of exchange for export trade.
Madny pre-war debts of German business
houses now starting trade again have
been settled by payment in kind, such
payments usually taking the form of
large - consignments of cheap manufac-
tures, There is now a suggestion on
foot for the purchase of a large quanti-
ty of Argentine livestock, to be paid
for by shipments of hardware, pianos,
electrical goods, etc., of an equivalent

value.

or fresh fruits.
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milk or cream make a complete,
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bananas or prunes; for lunch with berries; for

peaches, apricots, stewed raisins
Ready - cooked, ready-to-eat.
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The question of what exactly consti-

tutes an equivalent value with the mark
fluctusting from day to day is likely to
proved a vexed onme, but the advantage
to Germany of this form of trading Is
apparent, as it ensures a market for her
manufactures and keeps them before the
buyers of foreign countries, while keep-
ing her workmen employed. It is sig-
nificant that all these suggestions are for
an exchange of ntanufactured articles on
the part of Germany, for which she is
to receive raw material of one kind or
another.

Behind Caporetto.

Gradually and by slow degrees some of
the reslly big secrets of the war are being
revealed. I do not refer to those close
official secrets, like the sinking of the Au-
dacious or the existence of the O boats,
which were known to even the man in
the street, but to those secrets of high
politicals and great strategy which were
concealed even from_ the staffs of the
high military commands and from all
but the most influential ministers. There
were some things that were known at
most to two or three living persons, and
guarded far more closely than any state
secret. !

One 'such secret was concealed behind
the great Austro-German push which
led to' the critical Italian disaster at
Caporetto. Ttis sudden coup occurred
at a very anxious time in the great con-
flict, and for a time completely altered
the complexion of history. But it is
now known that behind this military
stroke by the Central Powers there was,
unknown and unsuspected by our head-
quarters staff and probably by the Ger-
mans actually engaged in the operations,
a truly gigantic plan. The design was
no less than to reach Lyons in the south
of Eurdpg, and upset the whole balance
of the military situation on the western
front at the most critical moment by a
swift thrust across the Lombardy plains.
One need not be an expert military
strategist nor a very shrewd student of
politics and national psychology, to ap-
preciate what the success of this perfect-
ly feasable Caporetto ceup must have
meant. { j

An Expert Blunder, s

Another interesting fact has just been
disclosed in the course of the battleship
controversy raised by Sir Percy Scott.
A naval designer of high position has
mentioned a remarkable thing. Before
the war the question of the probable
range at which modern fleet actions
would be fought was most carefully
considered by a committee of naval ex-
perts, who came to a fairly accurate and
rather obvious conclusion. They decided
that it would in most cases be a very
long-range affair, and that ships must be
adequately armored to withstand'the im-
pact of heavy shells at from eight to ten
miles. What these experts never realised,
though it must have been perfectly
obvious to the veriest layman, was that
at these ranges the projectiles would
strike not horizontally but perpendicular-
ly, and that, accordingly, the decks and
not merely the sides of modern warships
needed protection, The Germans care-
fully took account of this palpable fact,
and their ships had armored decks, but
ours steamed into action without any-
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thing of the kind. This was the main
cause of our heavy losses at Jutland,
where our ships were without deck
armor, though Beatty had made urgent
remonstrances after his experience at the
Bight, when the Iron received a German
shell from the Seydlitz, which went slap
through her unprotec¢ted deck down into
the lower part of the ship, and had it
exploded would have blown the flag-
ship and all her crew sky high. 1 think
it would be hard to parallel this example
of expert fatuity.

A Social Faux Pas.

One of the most awkward and com-
mon situations at large social gatherings
is for a guest to mistake hig host for a
servant. It has formed thq theme of
comedies and farces, but every season
examples of it crop up, owing to the fact
that many of the guests cannot know
their host by sight. Such mistakes are
made in all good faith, and there 1s no
sterner test of the host’s tact than when
he has -to disillusion the unhappy
blunderer.

Two stories illustrating the right and
the wrong way of meeting the situation
are being told concerning the season
just ended, The first case was at a ball
given by a peer of not very ancient
creation, when a guest at supper asked a
man hovering about to bring some soup.
Very frigidly and with a ridiculous as-
sumption of \ dignity, the man replied,
«] will tell my butler to attend to your

‘wants,” and the incident closed with the

maximum of embarrassment and ir-
ritation. The second story concerns a
popular duke who, from a sense of duty,
sometimes attends the duchess’ functions.
A young guest one day turned to him
innocently, and said, “I think we’ll try
a glass of His Grace’s champagne.”
“Certainly,” replied the duke, “and His
Grace will join you in a bottle,” and
they drank ' together cheerfully. !

.Iron Age Tombs Found in Spain.

Granada, Scpt. 2—Juan Cabre, arch-
aeologist, has discovered & pre-historic

necropolis and a large number of tombs
of the Iron Age, containing skeletons
and tools, in the Sierra Nevadg Moun-
tains at Monarchil.

About thirty of the friends of Miss
Florence McBride gathered at the sum-
mer home or Miss Florence Rossitter in
Fair Vale vn Wednesday evening and
tendered Miss McBride a novelty shower
in honor of an approaching event. She
received many beautiful gifts. The even-
ing was pleasantly spent with dancing
and music, after which a dainty supper
was served by the hostess.
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