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THREE BELGIAN TOWNS

Advance of the Allies Proceeds
With Disquieting Regularity
in Long Horizontal Line.

Special Direct Copyrighted Cable to
; The Toronto World.

' AMSTERDAM, via London, Dec. 21.
=~=A special war correspondent of The
Ti}d telegraphs from. Sluis, Belgium,

that the Germans have evacuated
Middelkerke, Westende, and West
Rochebeke, which have been visited
by French and British patrols.
The allies’ success = northeast of
¥Pres following the - occupation of
choote, Langemarck, Passchendele
and Mnrslerie is of the most important
fbaracter. The Germans are concen-
trating as many men as possible in this

‘Peglon in the hope of regaining Icst
¢ territory.

The advance of the allies
is pregreding “with disquieting regu-

‘larity in a long horizental line from

Bixschoote to Rculers and Wenin, fmd
by the railway lirie thence to Lille.

~

~MEDICAL SUPPLIES

MAY BE CONTRABAND

‘Canadian Press Despatch.

NEW YORK, Dec 21.—Plans of the
American committee to aid the Bel-
glen profession, recently organized by
Amerlcsm physiciaus and surgeons to
femeve a reported shertage of medical
#upplies in DBelgium, have Teceived a
setback because of the possibility that

such supplies may bhe considered con-,
trahand of war hy the bell'g rent na-
tions, it was announced tomight.

>

‘mmv HA's EVACUATED | PRESIDENT OF CHINA

SPEAKS OF THE WAR

Sent a Special Message to Inter-
vention Services Going on m
China.

A report from Bishop White of the
Canadian Anglican Mission at Kai-
feng, Honan, China, received at the
Church of England Mission offices de-
scribes an impressive service of pray-.
er for intercession in the European
war. It was attended by the  civil
governor, the chief of staff of the
military governor, and about 300 mili-
tary and government officials. A
message was read from the president
of the Chinese Republic, which said:

“A hundred years before our time war |«

was constant and rife. = Chances of
war have recently been reduced as
governments have become more en-
lightened. Nevertheless, when a. sud-
den change takes place, war breaks

t. This is a contravention of the
pea.ce:ul intention of hreaven; who has

meted out its punishment in conse- |

quence., May peace come to tiis world
and may we enjoy its blessings.”

Plenty of Life in “ The Dummy.”

The detective comedy, “The DPummy,”
which is at the Princess this week,
contains plenty of life. In fact, it is
full of stirring moments and rich hu-
mor. As a Christmas week attraction
no better could have been sent here
from New York.

s g

‘cularly the City of thel on

inst, ‘dirested to e
attacn qﬂm our

s

. . d tm‘tll:g out ‘first
nches, but on igno
L;OW this- posi

hcll thqir ground again
, whr-a.ttuch by the m
y‘next day with the a—operamn
n troops, we succeeded
mlyin; forth  from Nicuport .an
taking a position on the western out-
skirts of the villages of Lombaertzyde
snd Saint Georges.

“During all these engagements the
G-erman artillery ‘gave their !ntantry
very poor asgsistancer

- Mine Didn’t Go Off.

“Between the Lys and the Oise our
progress has been less marked. Thel
taking of the Chateau Vermelles, of

weekly statement, permitted us to pro-
ceed by sapping toward the Village of
Vermelles., {

“On the Tth, Vermelles as well as
"the Village . of Rutoire, fell into our
hands. We discovered that the houses
were mined.. The explosives.were .in

time to fire them. In the ‘streets - we
found a number of bodies and a lu'ge
quantity of war materials that ha.dr;
been abandoned.

““The occupation of Vermelles by our
troops-has forced the enemy to fall back
three kilometres, about 3 miles.

““The me day we captured some
trenches the south of Carency and we
made _in the region of Quesnoy advances
averaging '’ from 350 to 900 metres (a
mejre is about three feet). OQur skirmish-
ers advanced as far as the wire entangle-
ments of the enmy and succeeded, under
a violent fire, in gaining a foothold.

“On the 8th some fierce engagements
occurred on the road from Lille to the
north of Roolincourt around a barricade.
which eventnally remained in our hands.

“On the 9th, in front of Parvillers and
FougquéScourt, we made fresh progress. In

800 feet) from the German trenches.
“In front of Andechy we have made
prozress aver-azing frem 20 to 600 metres.

10th | tir
‘the south 'of that eity|

th's. section we are only 100 metres (about |

Blew Up Tunnel.

“On the llth to the east of the road'
to Lille. we blew up bv a.mine a Ger-!
man sappine tfunnel. Our Zouave= and
sappers were quick in springing into the |
excavation made hv the explosion Once!
there thev bombarded the German
trenches with. melinite petards.

RIFH ORF INSCAVFRY !
IN NORTH ONTARIO

Excellent . Samples of Gold,
Silver and Platinum Brought
to North Bay.

¥

Canadian Prus Desnatch

NORTH BAY, Ont., Dec. 21—Sev-
eral prospectors a,rrlved in town this
morning from Rutherglen, a settle-
ment about 29 miles from North
Bay, with excellent samples of gold,
silver, copper, platinum, radium and
jron. The discovery has raised quite
a furore about town. About 2000
claims have already been staked.

JOFFRE, SAYS BERLIN,
" ORDERS BIG ADVANCE

LONDON, Dec. 21.—Berlin publishes
what purports to be an order issued by
Gen Joffre, ccmmander-in-chief of the
allied forces in the west, dated Dec.
17, exhorting the soldiers and telling

them the hour has come to clear the

invaders from France,
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The cﬁorn: ‘of the last lpn‘

by different regimanh’lw s

calls, u;ﬁ the andience and "
dispersed precipitately to '
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delaehmqnts for a dupsﬁch to tho :
which' mention was madé in our last | trench

place, but the engineer had not had

 Prisoners at Stqnley Barracks
Receive Hints of Trouble

at Home
WAR TO mn IN mm;

Or German People Will Not
Rest Content Under
Militarists. 5

“You will only have to fight until
April. The war will be over&en, s
the pledge now being given out by the
military party in Germany. Govern-
ment Interpreter J. Goodmai: the
Russian linguist, who censors thelet-
ters to and from the Germans  angd
Austrians interned 'at the barracks,

stated to The World at the Exhibition
Camp that the news being sent by
scores of Germans to their relatives

| interned in Canada, uniformly’ con-

tain the foregoing declaratiom
Some Go Farther:
A number of the: letters go even
farther. They hint that if the Ger-
man Government fails to make good
by concluding peace ‘in April, a
great uprising will take place,; with
the object of dethroning the kaiser.,
ar.dand establishing a-German repub-
lic on the model of the United Sutes.

MISS DUNSMUIR TO SERVE
COUNTRY AT THE FRONT

Daughter of Former Lieut.-Gov-
ernor of B.C. Will Train For
Ambulance Work.

Cnnm‘p Pres~ Despatch.

VANCOUVER. Dec. 21.—Miss Kath-
leen Dunsmuir, youngeat daughter of
James Dunamu!r. r Lieutenant~
Governor of British - Columbia, who
sold his_coal mines to Mackenzie and
Mann for $11.000,000, has decided to
serve her country at the front. She
left yesterday for London, where she
will take a course in ambulance work.
She is an experienced r driver,
and is particularly anxiow drive a.
motor ;nbuhwe in France.

€

Docummts Held
Not Evn;lmce of lolatlon
' of Neutrality.

CONVERSA'I'IONS HEI.D‘

FJears of Sudden Invasion by
Germans Proved Well-
- Founded.

Canadiart Press Despatch,

NEW YORRK, Dec. 21.—E. Havenith
Belgian minister to the United States,
who is in this city tonight, issuéd ‘a

statement dealing with certain docu-
ments which are .said to have been
found in the Belgian Covernment ar-
chives at Brussels by German officials,

Concerning these papers which, as he
“the German Government
claims prove that Belgium violated her

puts it,

neutrality,” the mirnister says:

“The Belgian minister is unable to

see how it can be said that these doecn-

a proof of an agree-
ment between England and Belgium

agathst Germany, unless one accepts
the idea that Germany had a right to
violate Belgium’s neutrality, and that

all measures taken as a precaution

violation of neutrality - must
therefore have been taken against

Y. .
Merely Conversations.

“The documents contain merely con-;
versations between military officers in

regard to a possible future co-opera-
tion of their armies in the event of vio-
jation of Belgian territory by Ger-
many. There was not even an agree-
ment between those governments, mi-

litary- attaches hdving no authority to

make such agreements,

“The events that happened la-t Au
gust and the sudden invasion of Bel-
gn;n by Germany, show: that the Bri-

Governmernt was

fe-rlntthem
arybyeem”
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‘Count von
Beruto!t CGerman ambassador to the

United States, of breach of neutrality
by Belgium, has previously been ex-
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| vienna So Behcvcg-—l.,eqding : o
Austrians Are Clamoring for |
Early Fcace. B
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contident that 'lta.ly will
tral.

SENT INTO BELGIUM |

Letters and Messages From Am¢r—
ican LChxldren Have Been
Removed,

Canadian Press Despatch.
ROTTERDAM, Holland, Dec. 21, via’
London, 3.30 p.m.—The Beiglans' al-
lotment -of the Christmas presenis
brought here by the United S.a.es|

into three parts and forwarded to Amt-

toys will be db&ributed thmout thz :
country.

Unfortunately, owing to the mauer
regulations, i

all the packages and to tmvo

letters and Christmas M :
t;r;l for the most pa.rt Am’tm
children. * S

The. Duéch Government has granted
free railroad transportation of the Am.
erican food supplied to Belxlnm. o

BUSINBSHENHEARD

r&sceﬁng Was Held Yesterday at
Whlch Civic Finance Was
Dlscussed. o

Amuth\go(b\uineummw

board the Dovercourt
wa roon‘ S-.vlnu Compan;

¥,
yesterd:.y nttemoon to hear an address
by Controller J. lecnrthy candidate
for the myonky
Controlier McCarthy explained in de- .
tail his ideas for impi the financing
of the city, and the proposal |
to submi: the annml Mset in Deumhc
of next year.

naval collier Jason has been: divided | ters
werp, Brussels and Liege, whence the| -

it was necessary to un-|




