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bands of the Canadian Pacifie Railway,
and any day we may find the Canadian Pa-
cifie Railway In the bands of Morgan and
his associates. And 1ow we have the
modest proposal made that we should hand
over the Intercolonial Railway to the Cana-
dian Pacifie Railway.

It is essential to our Independence as a
nationality that we should continue to hold
the railways we have and that we should
extend the Intercolonial Railway system,
and take some means to prevent the con-
trol of our railways passing into the bands
of the great American corporations. I am
not afraid to say that I am in favour of
nationalizing the whole railway system of
this country. There is no other way out
of the transportation difficulty, and I am
risking my whole political future, whatever
It may be, on that policy.

Mr. COWAN. What do you mean by na-
tionalization ?

Mr. MACLEAN. That the state should
own the railways as the state owns the
railways in Russia, France, Austria, Hun-
gary, and in our sister colonies of Ans-
tralia and New Zealand.

Mr. COWAN. The same as we owin the
Intercolonial Railway?

Mr. MACLEAN. Exactly.
Mr. CLARKE. And run then as the

Intercolonial is rua?
Mr. MACLEAN. Not necessarily. That

Is a very glib argument, but there is no con-
nection between the nationalization and the
maladministration of railways. On that
point I will have sonething further to sy
later on.

I submit that there is no way of main-
taining our nationality other than by na-
tionalizing our railways. Tliere is no otier
solution of the transportation question.
Lord Salisbury said the otier day that there
was no great diplomatie issue to-day whiih
did niot turn on the railway question. Thley
were all transportation questions. All tlis
trouble in South Africa is really nothing
but a railway question. It arose out of
Cecil Rhodes dream of a railway from the
Cape to Cairo. The root of ail the worry
in South Africa to-day is that railway ques-
tion.

Mr. BOURASSA. Hear, bear.

Mr. MACLEAN. And there is no solu-
tion of this question other than state owner-
ship. The argument is often used that gov-
ernment ownership necessarily involves an
immense systemu of corruption and mnlad-
ministration. I say that does not follow,
and if there should be corruption It would
be nothing to the corruption ihich Is rani-
pant In this and every other country where
the great railway corporations exercise
their Influence. Whenever the proposal Is
made that we should extend the Intercolo-

nial system, we are told that the people of
Canada are corrupt. I resent that charge.
It is not the people, but the rieh men con-
nected with the large corporations who are
corrupt, and who do the corrupting. It is
the railway corporations who are corrupt,
and it is their corruption which is to be
feared.

Now, another thing-and it is in lne with
what I said before-is that we should begin
this work of nationalization in this country
by taking over the telegraphs, and tele-
phones and the parcel and express systems
of this country. And I am surprised that
the government, after all that they have
said about this matter, after all that their
friends have said in their newspapers and
in other ways, have not come down this
year with a proposition for the nationaliza-
tion of the telegraph system of Canada.
There is provision made for it in the Iaw
and it can be done easily. And, with the
system nationalized it can be worked cheap-
ly and well in connection with the post
office.

Mr. SPROULE. The Minister of Publie
Works (Hon. Mr. Tarte) is against it.

Mr. MACLEAN. No.
Mr. SPROULE. Yes.
Mr. MACLEAN. Well, I will leave him

to speak for himself. We can easily make
the experiment in connection with the tele-
graph and telephone systems as they have
done In England in connection with the tele-
graphs.

Mr. CLARKE. That is right.
Mr. MACLEAN. And if it is right lu

connection with thxese things, it is right
in connection wih the railways and
other great means of transportation. The
great thing in connection with the nationali-
zation of railways is that wherever it has
been 'tried it has succeeded, and wherever
they have nationalized a portion of the rail-
ways they are carrying out the nationaliza-
tion of them all. And, if other countries
have done it, we ean do it. It is no com-
pliment to our people for any one to say
that we are not able to do what other
countries have done. We have as high a
class of people, and I hope we have as high
a class of publie men. If the nationaliza-
tion of railways bas been a success in
other countries and if every country in
which it bas been tried bas found it a pro-
tection as against the growth of these great
corporations, and above all if it is a pro-
tection to the nationality and an assurance
for the future of the country, we must
adopt it in Canada. And, if the national
ownership of railways is necessary from a
Canadian point of view it is equally essen-
tial from an imperial point of view I believe
that, not only that we shall have the
nationalization of railways in this country,
but that the mother country will have the


