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Have Apﬁa:ently Placed Ger-
mans in Front of Them in
Precarious Position.

 RESISTANCE FUTILE

| Northwest of Fere the Elbow

on North Bank of Ourcq

; After a short perfod of relative
galm on the Soissons-Rheims sali-
ent, “he central and western sections

‘of the battlefront again have been

au scenes of mighty struggles.
On both sectors the allied “orces
have achieved mnotatle gains of
d, which, observéd on the war
ingly place the German
. front of ‘hem in a Qrecar-

us position.

. In battles extending from the re-
cn immediately wouth of Soissons to
fhe northwest of Fere-en-Tardenols
and southwest of the last-named
4own, over the upper portion of the
branch of _“V” salient run-

ten | “from Nésles
+ = to* Ville-en-

denois, and with St
QGemme as its southern base, French,
American and British troops have
pushed back the armies o the Ger-
man ecrown prince.

Northwest of Fere ~“he entire el-
bow of the line, where it turned
_eastward along the northern fank of

' the Ourcq, has been blotted out, mak-

" ing the line: a straight one from Fere
to Har'‘ennes and giving ¢he allies
much better ground over which to
work in further outflanking Soissons
'OII the southeast and for pressing on
toward Fismes in conjunction with
the troops, particularly <he Ameri-
cans, now holding s‘rategic points
north and northeast of Fere,

: Drove Out Germans.

In this fighting the allied
troops drove ot the Germans
who had been tenaciously holding po-
sitions between Plessier Huleu and the

" river and took the high ground north

of Grand Rozoy, presded on past the
Village of Beugneux and arrived be-
fore the villages of Cramoiselle and
Cramaille. The general advance was
about two miles and six humted Ger-
mans were made prisoner.

The most important gain, however,
was on the upper western point of the
V southeast of Fere. Here fthe Vil-
lage of Cierges and the Meuniere
Wood both were taken, a manoeuvre
which places the Germans at the bot-
tom of the V at 8t. Gemme in a seem-
ingly precarious plight, for from the
wood and the village the allied guns
will be able to rake the Germans, if
they should endeavor to make their
way northward, their only avenue of

£'% escape, by an enfilading fire. Thru
the capture of the Meuniere Wood the
width of the V from the fringes of the
Forest of Rontigny on the east, has
been cut down relatively to four miles.

As has been the case during the
past week, the  Germans contested
#tubbornly the advance of the allipd
troops, but ail to no avail. Since-the
Battle of the Marne began July 15
the allfed troops have taken more than
34,000 Germans prisoner.

Just what part the American troops
played in Thursday’s battle has not
yet been unfolded, but they doubtless

etween Seringes and Cierges, - re-
pectively northeast and southeast of

ere, they ‘are known to have made
Boodly gains over a four-mile front
and .to have pushed further beyond
Sergy and reached within a mile and
& half of the Village of Chamery.

On the British front in France and
Fianders the bad weather has ceas
and the hot sun is fast drying t
the muddy ground. The Germans @are
bombarding heavily various positions
held by Field Marshal Haig’s men,
Wwho in turn are answering the fire of
the enemy guns and keeping up with
Mmuch success their annoying . raids
" into the German lines.

" RESERVES OF ALLIES

OUTNUMBER GERMANS

Londo® Aug. 1.—For the first time
since the opening of ‘his year's cam-
Paign on March 21, the fresh reserves
& the disposal of the allies considem

* Gy outnumber the fresh reserves at

* the disposal of the enemy, notwith-

© Standing the fact tha‘ the enemy still

'?Ode a substantial numerical super-
Ority on the whole of’ the front, ac-

Cording to th i
g 5 e view in military circles

arge Amertcan Army

~ to Take Field Soon

'Divmom

United States Will Have Three Million Men in
Europe by Next Spring---Six New
isions Each Month. :

Washington, Aug. 1.—War depart-
ment recommendations for enlarging
the army and for the extension of the
draft age limitations in order to pro-
vide new reservoirs of man-power to
back up the forces already at the
front will be laid before congress
next week. Members of the two mili-
tary committees have been recalled to
Washington by the chdmn in order
to expedite the bill

In announcing, following n confer-
ence with Chairman Dent of the house
committee, that his increased army
project. was virtually ready, Secretary
Baker would not say what age limits
had been settled on nor indicate in
any way the size ot the army which
he is planning.

“If the ages are revised they will
have to be either below 21 or above
31, or both. I think it will be both,”
saild Secretary Baker.

' Gen. March, in announcing the crea-
tion of a July -chedulo six new

divisions, followed by an August
schedule lt‘:r the same number, has in-

German def
combined drive against the German
L easily see 3,000,000 men

FROSTS INTHEWEST
*GHOMWN BY BEPDRTS

Quick chpvery After Rain is
Seen-However, in Some
Districts.

CUT FOR FEED

Report From  Saskatchewan
Says That Damage is
Not Yet Known.

Reports received within the past
couple of days by the Massey-Harris
Company on .the ecrop situation in
Manitoba and fhe western provinces,
are not as good as ant%lpated. The
company’s representa.tive at Edmonton
says: “Disastrous frost damage re-
ported to crops that were adﬂself as
encouraging last week. Full extent of
damage not yet known but we fear

for the worst. - Considerable is now
being cut for green feed to save sit-
uvation as far as possible. Wheat crop
practically hopeless, but oat ¢crop pros-
pects sMghtly. more favorable.,”

From Saskatchewan the report
says: “Full extent frost damage not
yet known but very serious., Splendid
rain over whole territory which will
help feed situation.”

Calgary reports: “No material
change in weather and crop situation.
Light frost over northern tcrrltory
doing little or no damage to grain.”

Frost, Wind, Drought.

From Winnipeg: “Last reports in-
dicated severe damage from fros:,
wind and drought. Heavy general rain
last week should benefit short late
grains and assist in filling stage.
Continued satisfactory conditions
justify expectations of larger yield
than an‘icipated ten days ago." It is
an amazing country for recovering
from serious reverses. Be strong in
your faith.”

Swift Current: “Weather last week
very cold with considerable good
showers pretty well over our terri-
tory, and will help crops greatly.
Light frost, bu: believe damage is
only nominal, i any.”

Yorkton: “Severe frosts Wedries-
day s}wﬁed to ve do consider-
able /damage. Rec cold weather

eavy rains may have saved sit-
fon.”

Rexlna: “Have had good rains laast
two days and crop conditions improv-
ing. Sligh: frost Indian Head and
north.”

U. S. DOUBLES WAR TAXES
UPON AMUSEMENTS

Washington, Aug. 1.—Doubling of the
present gpecial taxes on manufacturers
of tobacco, cigars and cigarets and in-
creased taxation of brokers, theatres
and other amusements, billiard and

New Otganization is Being
Formed in Toronto to
This"End.

CLUBS TO GIVE HELP

More Intelligent Civic Planning
. is Ultimate Object of
Association.

An association which is expected
to pave the way for intelligent civic
planning is about to be formed in
Toronto composed of banking, finan-
cial interests and merchants general-
ly. To this end the co-operation will
also be sought of such organizations

as the Guild of Civic Art, Rotary, Ca-
nadian, Kiwanis, Empire and Adver~
tising Clubs. The recently formed

King sireet association is the promo-
ter of the idea which has generally
been approved and has for its object
an organization of a civic body of a
non character to unite in
promoting the best interests of the
city. For the present, however, its
efforts will be devoted to helping
business in the downtown district and
to restoring West King street to its
old-time position of Toronto’'s fash-
fonable shopping district. It aims to
serve its merchants, property owners
and residents generally as well as
those in adjacent streets by securing
better transportation facilities, equit-
able taxation, street extensions and
improvements and to act as a “clear-
ing house” of informatjon and activity
for everybody interested. Not the
least important of \its objects will be
to furnish information to . prospective
merchants in outside places who think
of coming to Toroyto.

The promoters ¢f the organization
want it understood that it will not
interfere wigh the| work of the con-
stituent organizations but on - the
other hand it will be of assistance to
them because of the free interchange
of ideas that wilk take place.

Arrangements are now being made
to bring some of the officers of the
Fifth Ave. Association of New York
to Toronto to assist in the work of
forming the new assocfation and to
explain what has been accomplished
over there. Fifth avenue’s problems
were practically the same as the ones
here. Its association, however, solv-
ed them all and the new body in
Toronto expects to do the same.

A permanent secretary is to be ap-
pointed in a few days who under-
stands the needs of the downtown
business section and he will give all
his time to the work. Offices are to
be opened on West King street.

“From mow on,” said one of the of-
ficers of tke n association, yester-

pool parlors, bowling alleys and’eapi-
talization of corporations, were agreed |
on by the house ways and means com- |
mittee today in framing the $8,000,-
000,000 revenue bill. A new

order houses doing more than $100,000 |
annual business was adopted. Pull-
man seats and berths and passenger
rates will be subject to a uniform tax

of eight per cent. Stamp taxes were
undisturbed.

day, “it wi a case of asking all
of our members to ‘Lift your end of
the log first.” ”

PORTUGUESE SHIP SUNK.

Washingion, Aug. 1.—The Portu-
guese barque Porto was sunk by a Ger-
man submarine 550 miles off the At-
fantic coast, July 27. The navy de-
partment announced today that the
crew of 18 had been Janded at an Am-
erican port by a British steamer,

}

tax of |
one per cent. on retai] sales of mail |

"FOR RENT

o.z. COR. YONGE & COLBORNE.
Desirable office on mml M
mately 1000 squ. Aoy - ,z
good mm«o. wau lom 'or l
years. Immediate possession.

H. M. WILLIAMS & CO.
38 King Street East. °° 'm m
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TOWNS RAIDED

YING SQUADRONS’

Fire Breaks Out in One Factory Hnt at Duren---British
- Airmen Down Three German
Machines at Treves.

which( & fire broke out.

Bonar |

to bomb Cologne, but, finding it enveloped in a cloud, turned and

on the factories at Duren’(Rhenish Prussia) in one

, All' our machines returned.

second formation attacked the rallway work shops at Treves,
‘heavily attacked by large numbers of hostile

machines were destroyed. One of our planes has not re-

machines, Three

aw Asks Huge Credit

and Half Dollars to Prosecute War Larg-

ory--Expenditure on Army Shows
Increase Over Estimates.

# o Latl

London, Aug. I--k asking tot a
vote of credit of  £700,000,000 ($3,-
$00,000,000) in-the house of commons
today, Andrew Bonar Law, chancel-
lor of “he exchequer, ®said that the
largeness of the &mount was not due
t6 increased expenditure, but to the
fact that parliament was about to
adjourn. He hoped, he said, that no
more than one more vote would be
necessary before the end of the fiscal
year.

The chancellor said the expendi-
ture on- the army showed an in-
crease of £8,000,000 over the esti-
mates. Loans to the allies and the
dominions had been less ¢han “he
estimates by £ 22,700,000.

The vote asked is the largest in
the history o the country, It is in-
tended for the carrying om of the
war until the end of Oc’ober.

Analyzing the expenditure under
the various heads, the chancellor ex-
plained that the increase of £8,000,-
000 in the army expenditure, over the
estimate of the current fiscal year,
was due 0 the fact that the strength

of the army was greater than at the
time the budget estimate was framed.
Regarding loans to the -allies and
the dominions, he said the debt due
Great Bri‘ain at the end of the last
financial year was £1,332,000,000
from the allies, and £194,000,000
from the dominions. The debt due
from the allies now, h ded, had
reached a total of £1,402,000,000, and
from the dominioms £ 208,600,000,
Advances to Allies,

The amount that had been Joaned

to Russia was £568,000,000, while to
France £402,000,000 had been lent;
to Ialy £313,000,000, and to Belgium,
Greece and smaller nations, £119,-
000,000,
Bonar Law said that in 1916 Great
Britain had agreed to give to the Ka-
fian exchequer a monthly credit to
be used to help Italian exchange. A
similar contribu‘ion, the chancellor
added, was being made by America,
and France would also help.

The rate pf interest charged,
Bonar Law sald, waw five per cent,
which was below the rate which the
ovemment u paying.

. End of Augu

Bonar uw estimated that the last
vote would carry on until the end oy
August; that the estimate would be
realized and the balance would prob-
ably last until the first week of Sep-

g the period from April 1 to

Jul$. 30, there had been under-spend-
ing to the amount of £21,500,000 on
the four fighting services; there had
been under-spending on shipbuilding,
due to the need of taking men from
the shipyards for the army; there had
been over-spending on the army, due
to the fact that the ration strength
was higher than had been anticipated.
“1 should like to make reference to

! the assistance given to Italy,” said.the

chancellor, “because the German Gov-
ernment has spared no effort to create
the impression that Italy is being util-
ized and exploited by a§§ the alliance,
especially Great Britain) In 1916 Great
Britain agreed to give(to the Italian
exchequer a monthly credit to be used
to help Italian exchamge. A similar

contribution is being made by Amcricn,

und France wm a.l-o holn. These eﬂoru
tuve already met with sgécess. "
“Besides, Britain has advanced to
Haly £313,000,000, all paid in gold.
This has enabled Britain to supply the
Italian Government with munitions and
equipment for the army and food and
other articles for the civilian popu-
lation. The rate of interest charged is
five per cent., which is below the rate
the government is paying.”

Bonar Law referred with satisfaction
to the favorable food situation and the
great success of the continuous borrow-
ing system by means of sales of war
bonds, etc.,, which during the last nine
months amounted to more than £993,-
000,000, or mearly 50 per cent. more
than in the corresponding period. of
last year. These results had been far
beyond, his expectations.

The Western Harvest.

Better reports come from the west re-
garding the coming harvest, Severe
drought has done great damage in parts
of southern Saskatchewan and southern
Alberta, but there have been general
rains and better crop conditions report-
ed -in the Province of Manitoba and many
parts of Saskatchewan and Alberta.
Some hail and froste are reported, but
the damages from these soiurces up to
date are quite local in character. At
the head office of the Canadian Northern
quite an optimistic feeling prevails re-
specting crop conditions in the western
country served by the CN.R. More than
an average crop with a considerably in-
creased acreage is predicted. Yesterday
the following statement was given to
the press:

The Canadian Northern approaches
the crop handling season of 1918 with
a prospect of greatly increased equip-
ment. Work is now being rushed on
a large number of locomotives and
cars in excess of those In service last
season, and it is expected deliveries
in substantial quantities will be made
in time for the grain rush,

The weekly crop report of conditions
of the growing grain along the lines
of the C.N.R. in Manitoba, Saskatche-
wan and Alberta, in today, discloses
a radically, improved prospect in sec-
tions affected by drought and heat.
The rain that has been fairly general
over the southern areas in most cases
has been sufficient to raise the esti-
mates of ylelds considerably, and in

localit where the wheat was almost
d“pﬂ% of, a healthy optimism for
a fair erop now prevalls,
tions, notably along the Gooxe Lake
line, stili report a need of rain, and
unfavorable prospects unless it comes.
Frost is reported from several locall-
ties, damage to wheat being mentioned
in some, but in most cases the esti-
mates are confined to garden truck.

Of the 215 points reporting from the
three prairie provinces, 121 show con-
ditions as favorable and 28 as un-
favorable, 13 indicate a need of rain,
44 mention frost, 5 . announce

Some sec-

and 5§
slight damage from hall
Even at 220 a bushel at Port Arthur

for western wheat on an average crop

the farmer has no blue outlook to face,

And all other grains are proportionately

high. :

British and French Dm Enemy From
Positions on Ten-mile Frqm. Capturing
Villages---Romigny Also Falls Before
Assault Above Rhenns-Dom Road. -

Paris, A 1.—In an advance of about two miles otﬂ m
front today, allied troops reached Cramoiselle and -m
southwestern part of the salient, capturing 600 priseners,
war office announcement tonight, £

Cierges and Meuniere Wood have also been oceupled, and the m

| Romigny, north of the Dormans-Rheims road, was taken,

From July 15 to July 31, the prisoners captured by the allies nnm
23,400.

The text of the statement reads: -

“North of the Ourcq our troops, in conjunction with British units, dre
mamytmmwwnummm“ummmm
the region of Plessier Huleu and the river. We captured the height :
of Grand Rozdy, passed beyond the village of Beugneux and reached Cra-
moiselle and Cramaille, mammuuvmotmm
kilometres. Six hundred prisoners remained in our hands,

“Further south we occupled Cierges and Meuniere Wood.

"Nmummmmnmmm:m
guommtho Village of Romigny, taking about 100 prisoners.

anummunummmm

udhﬂmmem:mmm July 15-~the date of the'de-

ginning of the German oflendvo-m.lul; 31 is 33,400, of which 674 are

oﬂlun a0
Delfver New Stroke.

London, Aug. 1,.—The allies today delivered a new stroke over & ten-
mile front between Buzancy, about four miles south of Soissons, to Seringes,
unorth of Fere-en-Tardenois. The resull was a considerable advance and
the wiping out of the elbow %n the line at Oulchy-le<Chateau, according to
advices to The Evenlns Standard.

Germans in Flight.

With the French Army in France, Aug. 1.—With the fall of darkness
tonight fighting continued between the allies and the Germans ou the west- -
ern side of the Soissons-Rheims salient. All
bodies of Germans were fleeing precipl
leading from Launoy, which lies about
en-Tardenois.

The attack by the allied forces which brought them such good results
during the day, started at 4 o’clock this morning, with the aid of tanks,

The British joined with the French in attacking the woods, thickets and
villages, each of which had been transformed into a fortress with the aid
of machine guns,

By six o’clock Hill 205 and the vmuu of Courdoux, Servenay and Cra-
moiselle had fallen before the allled assaults and prisoners
were coming in. By 7 o’clock the adv was so marked that the British
and French batteries were able to go forward 10 new positions, The Ger-
mans’ guns replied feebly, but their mitrailleuses were very numerous.

‘The efiemy counter-attacked furiously from Buzancy and Eveque Wood,
but his efforts were splendidly held up by the atlied infantry.

By evening the allies had occupied Cramaille, northwest of Fere-en-
Tardenois, and the hillocks to the north of it.

Americans Gain in Centre,

With the American Army on the Aisne-Marne Front, Aug, 1,~—~The
American troops pushed forward their lines at certain points Thursday on
the centre of the Rheims-Soissons salient, notwithstanding the resistance of
the Germans, who did not give ground on some sectors until they actually
had been shot from their positions.

The Germans are desperately clinging to their strongholds st Nesles
and in the Bois Meuniere, northeast of Roncheres, but the Americans have
gained .2 hold on the northern edge of the Meuniere Wood, The Nesles
Forest u under the range of the American heavy guns.

Avia.tou report that the Germans are rushing up reinforcements, fn-
cluding tanks, The enemy’s heavy guns are pounding the Nesles and
Meuniere woods unmercifully,

Observers and prisoners who had been brought behind the lines pre-
viously reported the forests as having been jammed with German troops
and also with large quantities of supplies. The German losses in men,
therefore, must/have been very great, as the heavy guns started shelling the
woods several days ago. :

Blasted Way Thru Wire.

The allied troops continued today to encounter barbed wires, Between
Seringes and Sergy there were woven flelds of wire entanglements. At
creek crossings and in the valleys the German machine gunners held their

commanding positions until the heavy guns of the French and Americans
blasted a way thru the wire and ousted the enemy from his positions. Some
of the enemy machine gunners stuck to their posts under terrific fire until
they were killed. .

The American heavy artillery commands the Village of Chemery,
northeast of Sergy, the Americans having wrested the hill beyond the
last named village from the Germans in a battie lasting for hours. The
lines swayed back and forth many times, but the Americans eventually
pushed the Germans back. This fighting was in the open and the Amer-
ican infantrymen showed great courage.

To the north of Clerges, the Americans also Muncod their line,
The fight began early Thursday for the of a farm, from
which the Americans swept away the Germans. North of Sergy the Amer~
jcans crossed wheat fields that had been planted by French peasants, the
crops of which had been partially garnered by the Gounuu. What re-
mained of the wheat was recovered by the Americans.

There was much aerial activity thruout Thursday. The Germans

sent out large numrbers of aviators, who appeared to be determined fo
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