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United Kingdom, and should, in matters of common

interest, all dance to the tune set by some Imperial piper

at Westminster. Once more I say no Imperialist either

expects or desires to see the dominions occupying any

such subordinate position. His notion is that, just in

so far as any of the self-governing dominions sees its

way to sharinr in the responsibilities of empire, it should

also share in the direction of Imperial policy. And
his ultimate ideal is a utiion in which the several states,

each entirely independent in its separate affairs, should

all co-operate for common purposes on the basis of abso-

lute unqualified equality of status.

No doubt the idea of such perfect equality presents

difficulties to many minds. They see that, however much
you may talk of equality of status, the different states

of the Empire are in actual fact still very unequal in

strength and resources. The United Kingdom, in par-

ticular, still is, and must for many years longer continue

to be far superior in these respects to any other member
of the Imperial family. And therefore they fear that

it would, in fact, drag the others after it, possibly into

adventures and complications, in which they would have

no interest and from which they greatly desire to be free.

And certainly that is the last thing which as an Imperial-

ist I either contemplate or wish. Moreover, it is the last

thing which, as a matter of fact, I think at all likely to

happen. In my opinion, a common policy, the active par-

ticipation of the dominions in the counsels of the Empire,


