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? THE BEWILDERED BENEDICT
SophoniHba looke<l at me cxhUy, ami choked over her

'hul\^ . "V' ^!' '' «-^actlyl" she spluttered:
but that was Lncle Abimelech. One expects things

to hajjpen to people called Abimelech. Thank good-
ness Eduard the Second and Billium won't want tobe clergymen an' missionaries an' things »

"

"Then your L'ncle Abimelech was a " missionary '

He converted the heathen f
"

''Dunno about convertin'," returned Sophonisba
n a matter-of-fact tone

; « they ate him before he'd

sl^orif'' "Tu'l-
^^ ^'''' *^°"'^ ^^»t tiiat last

shce of bacon I believe I could manage it
"

bacon'''''

'^'^^'^^"'- "^ 8^'i^^^'' ^^^^P^ng her to the

"Why ? " she asked, astonished, and added philo-
sophically "If people go about askin' for troubL
they mostly get it. Leave the heathen alone an' he'llleave you alone

; that's sense, isn't it ? Besides, you

Tl?rt l""
l^^'P ^'^"' ""^'^^^^^^ ^°^ ^1^-avs. an'

the be*t of It. Then he used to give us prayer-books

ZZnT'T '"' ""' - 'Pa-ages/Vsaid t
n ea^in tr' T^'^''

*" *^° ^^^^^^" ^t home-meanin us kids He was *he most disappointin'
relation we ever had. which is sajin' somethin' ' Iexpect he disappomted the heathen too-there wasn'tmuch on him. This egg seems all white."

Still " I began.

asked 'snnh ^"'t^^'
'^''?'' ^^PP'" *° >'^"' ^'hy f"««

?

"
asked Sophonisba. cracking another egg. -As Ionsas we're happy, what's the odds ? " ^

Ev!rvh!rT^ ^' T' ^"^ ^ ^^^"^^^^ back again.

" Relations mostly deserve it." she went on. "
It


