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A rATHIOTIC CIJKKI)

toi's tinildt'ii iipoii, by any pleailiiifr fur a lii^luT political morality

than tli-y arc williiijr to abide by as *i'rvaiits of tin; State. <)u the eve

of an election or dnrintr a parliaiuentary or iniinieipal wrestle for

ascendancy, such men still i)iit themselves in evidence, as cariiifr not a

straw I'or decency of dcl);ite, civic ^'ood-will, end the ])ublic interest

;

and it is jnst possibK- that such may be prepared to laiifrh to scorn any

pro|>osal to stereotype a "('reed of Patriotism", even if it be written

on their own hearts by the instincts of heredity. Canada at present

is dariny: to stand i)y the patriotism tiiat makes for national

intejrration ajrainst irrelevant odds; and the lesson is not likely to be

lost on its rising <>eneration. Tlierefore no harm can come to any

(iod-fearinj.' Canadian citizen from having placed before him or her

Mr. Hamilton's su{??restion, as a means of quickening the intelligence

of that rising generation, to take the matter of their individual

])atriotism under their own cultivation, with the aid of their teachers

at home and in the sehool-room. If any professional politician of t!'

lower grade should happen to turn his wrath or ridicule on the

promoters of a Canadian patriotism founded on au unassailabh

morality, the influence of our churches is not likely to turn its back

upon the proposal, simply because it has been inaugurated under the

title Mr. Hamilton has given it, no doubt from hick of any other

title as germane as it is to the branch of ethics it deals with. Indeed,

were those of our clerg.vnu'ii. who are always seriously anxious to deal

with the concrete in their pulpit ministrations, to re-formulate or

recommend such a "Creed" as Mr. Hamilton "s in the hearing of the

parents and those liaving the superintendence of our Sunday-schools

and Day-schools, a movement might eventually be inaugurated that

would not be lost in its effects upon the "Rising Generation of

Canadians" on their way towards a fuller citizenship, wherein the

nu)ral might finally be matured as a stable condition in our

Canadianism, as it shares directly or indirectly in State affairs.


