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and in him first shown. It has been the greatest
character among the nations of the earth. Wher-
ever the descendants of the Saxon race have gone,
have sailed, or otherwise made their way, even to
the remotest regions of the world, they have been
patient, persevering, never to be broken in spirit,

never to be turned aside from enterprises on which
they have resolved. In Europe, Asia, Africa,
America, the whole world over ; in the desert, in
the forest, on the sea ; scorched by a burning sun,
or frozen by ice that never melts ; the Saxon blood
remains unchanged. Wheresoever that race goes,
there law and industry and safety for life and pro-
perty, and all the great results of stead> persever-
ance, are certain to arise.

I pause to think with admiration of the noble
king who, in his single person, possessed all the
Saxon virtues. Whom misfortune could not sub-
due, whom prosperity could not spoil, whose
perseverance nothing could shake. Who was
hopeful in defeat and generous in success. Who
loved justice, freedom, truth and knowledge.
Who, in his care to instruct his people, probably
did more to preserve the beautiful old Saxon
language, than I can imagine. Without whom,
the English tongue in which I tell this story, might
have wanted half its meaning. As it is said that
his spirit still inspires some of our best English
laws

;
so let you and me pray that it may animate


