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A great proportion of the herrings imported from Scotland iscju-
lumed in the countn', l^eing preferred on account of their fuperior
curin;,' ; the relt arc repacked in Irifh barrels i> 'H gallons for exporta-
tion. Thofe from the Eait country, which uk o be fold in Irelanu
fo low as 14/ a barrel, are alfo repacked for expi -ation to the Weft-
Indies in Irilli barrels *.

The Irifh have great advantages in the herring fifliery. The arrival
of the herrings, fo precarious upon the extenfive weft coaft of Scotland,
is certain on the north-weft coaft of Ireland ; and they fwim clofe tc>

the ftiore. The fiftiery is free from reftridions, and the adventurers
either fifti themfclves, or purcuafe from the fiftiers, as they find moft
convenient, whereby they are often enabled to complete their loading
in t.vo or three days, and to make feveral trips during one fiftiing fea-
fon, which generally lafts fix weeks, or two months. And thus thev
can obtain a much greater quantity of fifh in the &mc fpacc of time,
and alfo run their cargoes much earlier to a market, than the Britifti

fiftierman, who is tied down by reftridive laws to lofe a great deal
of time, and fupport a very heavy expenfe, that he may be entitled to
the bounty.

The certainty, and great abundance, of herrings have induced many
of the fiftiermen of PLngland and Scotland to prefer the Irifli fiftiing

grounds to thofe of their own coafts. But there is an unneighbourly
jeaioufy upon the fubjed of the fiflieries between the Irifh and the Scots,
greatly againft the true interefts of both. There are lurely herrings'
enough in the fea for both: and, if the fifhery is wifely and har-
nionioufly conduced, markets may be found, notwithftanding the
decline of popery, fufRcient to employ the induftry of both to threat

adv.antage.

Upon the whole, the Irifti fifliery may be confidcred now as but in
its infancy. But if Nature and the legiflature fhall continue to favour
it, as they have hitherto done, it muft undoubtedly in a few years fur-
mount all rivallhip, at leaft in Great Britain, unlets an entire new fyftem
of fiftitry laws fliall be adopted.

As the fiih trade of Ireland was formerly fo much conncded with
that of Sweden, it may be jjroper here to give fome account of the
later, lor above twenty years paft about 200,000 barrels had been
annually cured on the Swedifli coaft in the neighbourhood of Gotten-
burgh. The exports from thence to Ireland, which ufed to be very
confideiable, were now, as we have juft feen, greatly red i by the
improved ftaie of the Irifli fiftiery. Several cargoes of Swedifti herrin[;s
were lent to h'. Eullathius in the years 1779 ;md 1780, whence they
found tlicir way into the various fugar iflands. In the French Welt-

* Tlie UgA incijurf of hcriiiij; harrel. '\:\ Britain is p gtUons ; and it njipcari to It tl.f faint in
'.TniiM ; L-jt il.i ijilVrm.itlon ik'lpi.dii.j; tl.iii n.i...:^ie vaiits.


