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Hespectincf the fibronijcloated, enough is not j'ct known to justify

their being placed elsewhere than in the locally malignant group ; but,

It is extremely probable, that, like the last two in the semi-malignant
group, they will he found now and then to invade parts remote from that

in which they first appear, and thus further corroborate the view I am
now advocating.

Lastly, on this topic, while fibrous, osseous tumors and proliferous

cysts, are generally quite benign or iimocent, sometimes they exhibit

some of the characters of malignancy, and thus come to occupy places

in two distinct gi'oups of the scale.

It must then be admitted, that, tumors like- all natural objects, do not
admit of a classifiraiion inherently and absolutely correct; for the mem-
bers of each group, by very imperceptible transitions, blend with the
groups placed next in the scale, whether above or below them, and the

chit'f utility of classifying them, is the practical convenience, resulting from
collectingthc individual varieties into groups, possessing several characters

in common.
I have made these (aw remarks on tumors, by way of preparing you for

«'ime of the peculiarities of an interesting variety of morbid growth,
wl'^ch has only of late years been recognized, and described as a distinct

variety.

Early in December last, my friend. Dr. Butler, of Waterloo, requested
me to examine with him a patient of his, the particulai-s of whose case ho
thus describes :

—

•' L. II. K., farmer, aged 42 years, of sound constitution and temperate
habits, consulted me for disease of the right knee, in the early part of
last May. He informed me that in March, 1857, fourteen months pre-

viously, he had received a slight blow from a sleigh-tongue, upon the
external aspect of the knee, a little above the condyle. A s'Tight puffiness

at the spot was the only immediate result, and it was not until a few weeks
had elapsed that he began to experience slight pain at the injured part,

which, however, was not severe enough to prevent his pursuing his

usual avocations through the spring and summer. In early autumn, he
found it diflicult to walk upon an uneven surface without an increase of
pain and some lameness. On several occasions, an incautious step or
accidental blew on the limb, very much augmented the pain and lame-
ness- for a few days ; but this augmentation would subside and leave
him in his former condition. During the fall, and part of the winter, an
irregular practitioner exhausted his resources in vain attempts to cure
the disease. In February, 1858, Mr. K. once more injured his knee, by
slipping, and since then has been unable to leave his room or bear the
weight of his body upon the member.

I found the joint considerably swollen ; fluctuation perceptible, par-
ticularly above, on each side of the patella ; entire absence of pain on
moving the joint in every direction it was capable of, or on forcible

pressure of the articular surfaces against each otner ; no tenderness
except over a small spot on the external condyle of the femur ; he suf-

fered a pain Avhicli he describes as of a 'burning or scalding character
encircling the upper part of the knee-joint.' i he pain was not influ-

enced by the weather, and was most severe during the day. The treat.


