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8 A HISTORY OF THE [1793.

vessel in wliich he sailed was compelled to anchor
in the harbor of Provincetovvn. On going ashore,
the preacher soon found these young converls, and at
their invitation gave them a sermon. After staying
with them a few days, and preaching several times,
he left them with directions where they might apply
for Methodist preachers. They r.ccordingly sent to
Boston for help, and were soon supplied.

In consequence of these movements, when ihe
Methodist preachers hvzl visited the place, they were
cordially received, tieated with great kindness, and
many attended their meetings. A society was soon
formed, and sew-ral sinners awakened and converted
to God, and added to the society. Their number
daily uicreasing, they commenced building a house of
worship. This provoked opposition, and the " sons
of Belial" assembled in the night, took the greaier
part of the timber, which had been brought from
a distance, at a cosisidcrable expense, threw it

from the brow of a hill into the valley, cut it to

pieces and built a pen wilh it,—then taking a sailor's

old hat, coat, and trowscrs, stuffed them so as to

make them resemble a man, fastejrd the image on the
top of the pen, and tarred and feathered it. Thi:i

shameful conduct, so far from intimidating the bre-
thren, or discouraging them in their efforts to erect a
house for the worship of God, only served to stimu-
late them to renewed diligence

; and by the month
of January they had their house ready for use, and
accordingly took possession of it in the name of the
Jjord.

Jaines O'lvcliy, Rice Haggard, Juliii Robertson,
nnd John Allen, were returned in the minutes this


