
eting con^a-
ormal School

3oIs, on beinsr

:aine forward,

is with great

signed to me
B have to-day

oked forward

>, that I have

uch Solomon

other side of

htest in iudu-

was the esta*

town, Prince

>iication and
(icourage and
mprovement,
ethod of im-
l>eir schools

;

t>lishmentof,

sons who in-

eceive some
instruction

;

this Colony,
energy I am
mmon satin*

niongst you»
I'lodelTrain'

Excellency's

issembly—-

n

le frienda of
ir presence,
ays an event
experience,

commence-
ipocial man-
It, in which
ed in those
-life, would
that a Nor-
who ore to

I a I an j« .w^'k»>v«aill^ gCHU-
itenmcnr, I

i°r that tiiis

lony. The

'ft

tjieaslire "rt^hich 1, this day, feel in taking part in the business

of the day must be shared by all those friends of Education

who have long seen and felt the necessity of such an Institution
;

and especially by my much esteemed friend, the Secretary of

the Board of Education, who, many years ago, recommended
the establishment of a Normal School, and to whose long and

valuable services in the cause of Education, this Colony stands

80 deeply indebted. Though the name uf a Normal School

iniiy be quite familiar to most of you^ yet I have met^ in the

course of my travelling through the Province, with a great deal

of misunderstanding and misconception as to what a Normal
School really is. Some people are of opinion that it is an In-

istitution where teachers alone are received ; while others have

the idea that it is intended for children who are to he kept under

training, until they are old enough to be licensed as Teachers.

These are two of the most common misconceptions on the sub-

ject ; butj like many other popular errors, they have some
mixture of truth in them. The Normal School admits both

eachers or those who intend to be teachers, and children.

These two departments of the institution are perfectly distinct

:

t is not expected that the parents who send their children

hould have any idea of their becoming teachers. But, to en-

..i,itle any institution to the name of a Normal School, there

iriust be these two departments : that isj the department for

Students or candidates for license as teachers, where they re-

ceive instruction in various branchesj and are trained in the

|rt of communicating what they themselves know ; and the

4ther, the Model or practising department, in which the children

lare trained ; where those principles laid down for the guidance
of the students are exemplified : here aiso^ at stated times,

they are required to conduct lessons, under the superintendence
of the master } and thus acquire the art of school management.
'J'his building which has been, in so handsome, and at the same
time, economical a style, adapted to the wants of the institution

by the Legislature, under the able and judiciou", as well as

•excellent mnnanement of the Superintendent of Public Works,
|iap, accordingly i been divided into the required departments.
This* the larger room, will be appropriated to the children in

attendance. Here the great business of intellectual and moral
training will be carried on, in accordance with the intelligent

principles of the training system, so far as the circumstances
of the Colony will admit. I have, on former occasions, had
opportunities of explaining what the features of this system
are; but it may not be deemed unnecessary that I should al-

lude to them briefly, whilst stating the course of instruction to

be piirsued. I cannot hope, however, to make it very compre-
hensible to your minds, as one of the chief features of the

f<ystem is, that its principles can be better felt and understood
by seeing their practical working, and judging of their effects,

than by any amount of hearing or reading on the subject.

When the institution has been some months in operation, I

shall then be able to point to it as an exposition of some of the


