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•tent and friendly communications with them. Much credit ki alio

due to Mr. John Hdlf Junr., a Mohawk Catechist, lAna hae devoted

tDUCh time and attention<ui assistii^ to prepare the ptenat work for

pufalicalient and has translated the Collecta and some of Ihe offices

of the Church whioh were never before printed in Mohawk.

'

Objections have been made to any attempt to traoslata a work
like the Book of Conmion Prayer into a language so rude and un«

cuUivated as the Indian, into which it is deemed impracticable to

«flec« any satisfactory version. To remove from the Indiana any
motive to leam the English language, or to furnish them* with jmy
«xcuse lor remaining content with Uieir own, has been held by some
inexpedient.

But the Company hapea to find from this partial interchange of

kmguages a tendency to a different result, that a mutual dedre and

a mutiml fiicility may be pronooted for the acquisition of eadb, and
that it may ecmtribute to the accommodation, both of ftiture teach-

er* andReamers. In the mean time, without regard to the merita or

deowrilB of the Indian language, it seems an imperative duQr to

omit no opportunity of assisting those invited to join in acts of devo>

tion, speedily and effectually to understand the language in which
those QCts are performed, and it is certainly desiraUe to remove

9/BSf extraneous difficulty, that might, from the use of a strange idlooi,

arise in untutored minds to comprehendinff and satis&elCHruy adop.

ting some parts of this much valued formmary. Tlie Indian Cate>

lumens in North America ought to be placed in this respect at least

on an equal footing with their fellow ouistians on the eastern side

of the Atlantic.

It only remains in consideration of the zeal, exertion and care

«xhihited on this occasion by Mr. Nelles and his worthy colleague

Mr. Elliot, to express a cordial hope that in addition to tiie satia&c-

tifCMQ arising from- having so efficiently co-operated in what must be

regarded as a good work, they may be further rewarded by imme-
diately receiving the grateful acknowledgment and by long witness-

ing the progressive improvement of their flocks.

(a) In a letter dated 1683, to Mr. Boyle, he aaja, •• our dow progre« neededi
an apoloKf, w« have last year been much hindered by siokneu,-—I desive to see

it doae b^or* I die, and I am eo deep in yean that I eaonot aspect to five

long-—besides we hare but one man the Indian printer who it aUa to eopposo
ut sheet and eorraet the press with underrtanding.**
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