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UNDERSTUDIES

laden with honors. He had won prize after
prize. He had been mentioned in the news-
paiiers. Madam Uemis was so proud of him
that hfe was to her like a triumphal march.
If the church-bell in this httle New England
village, which never rang in the interest of
any individual, unless his house was on fire

or he was on his way to his tomb, had pealed
for joy when Alexander came home from col-

lege, she would have considered it quite ap-
propriate. What demonstration in greeting
of such magnificent promise as that of her
son could be out of place?

However, although the bell was not rung,
Alexander was made much of in his native
village. Young as he was, he was elected a
member of the school committee, and was
made chairman of the selectmen. At every
public meeting he was called upon as "our
talented and promising young townsman"
to speak. He sat upon the platform with
the local dignitaries; his name, prinked out
with laudatory adjectives, appeared often
in the local paper. Alexander at that time
could scarcely sit down, or stand up, or eat
his breakfast but it was made the subject
of admiring chronicle. He could not speak
without a listening hush. He held undis-
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