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feel keenest, and I am free to confess he took

it very ill. Not a word would he answer, but

stepped oflr to the far end of the kitchen, and
sat down and sulked ; and it was not tiii I

stepped after him, and gave him my hand,

and thanked him by title as the chief spring

of my success, that he began to smile a bit,

and was at last prevailed upon to join our

party.

By that time we had the fire lighted, and

a bottle of wine uncorked ; a good supper

came out of the basket, to which Torrance and

I and Alan set ourselves down ; while the

lawyer and my uncle passed into the next

chamber to consult. They stayed there closeted

about an hour ; a the end of which period

they had come to a good understanding, and

my uncle and I set our hands to the agree-

ment in 'a formal manner. By the terms of

this, my uncle bound himself to satisfy Ran-

keillor as to his intromissions, and to pay

me two clear thirds of the yearly income of

Shaws.

So the beggar in the ballad had come home
;

and when I lay down that night on the kivchen

chests, T was a man of means and had a name
in the country. Alan and Torrance and Ran-

kelUor slept and snored on their hard beds

;


