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very ridiculous prepofTemons, and a«? the tranf-
iiftions of Mr. /iv,fon wi:h the Regency of Canton
were of an uncommon nature, in which many
circumftances occurred, different perhaps from
any which have happened before, I hope the fol-
lowmg refiedtions many of them drawn from
thcfe incidents, will not be altogether unacceptable
to the reac!er.

That the Chiuefe are a very ir.gcnious and in-
dullrious people, is lliihci.ntly evinced, from the
gi-cat number of curious manufactures whicii arc
eltabliflied amongll tlicm, and which are eagerly
fought for by the moil: diilmt nations ; but tho*
il<ill in the handicraft arts fcems to be the mofl: im-
})ortant qualification of tliis peo-.^le, yet their ta-
lents therein are but of a fu.(.nd-rate kind ; for
thty are much out-done b.y i\\^ Japaaefd In thofe
manuiaftures, which are commun to both coun-
tries

j and they arc in numerous inrcances inca-

pable of rivalling x\it mechanic dexterity (;f the
liuropcdm. Indeed, their principal excellency fcems
to be imitation ; and they accordingly labour under
that poverty of genius, which conftantly attends

all Tervjle imitators. This is moft confpicuous in

works which require great truth and accuracy ; as

\n clocks, watches, fire-arms, ^c. for in all theie,

though they car; copy the different parts, and can
lorni fome refemblance of the whole, yet they

never could arrive at fuch a juftnefs in their fabric,

as was necelTary to produce the de fired effed. And
it we pafs from their manufactures to artills of

a fuperior clafs, as painters, ftatuaries, i^c. in

thcfe matters they feem to be llill more defecitivc,

their painters, though very numerous and in great

elteem, rarely fucceeding in the drawing or colour-
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