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77if Awfi'fcan dcologiHt. •Inniiury, IMRl

liJH motlior and Iut fiiiiiily of six cliihln-ii iclnriu'd to tlioir old

homo ill Norwich. For u wiiiU- TlioimiH iittciidt'd tiio public

Bcliool, but Hooii WHS culled to itssiMt in tlic wiippoit of tlm fiunily.

|[(> fonnd cinployni«Mit tliHt in ti printin<; ofllcc; then in iin iipotli-

ociiry'H shop; and (Inidly in a b(»ok hIoic. Althonjih he rcmainc<)

Init Hix uiontliM in each of these sitnations it is nioie than prob-

able tliat his extremely receptive mind was strotifjly inlln

cneed by all of these (tcenpations. He frerpicntly attributed IiIh

attention to d»'tails in tlie c(»rreetion of MS., and his (piick and

unerrin^r detection of faidts in typofjraphy, to liis exp«'rienee as a

practit-al printer. His after love of cliemistry (tonld not bnt

huvelteen(h«ve!oped if it was not in.sti<iated by liis snrroiindin<;H in

the second of these sitnations; and his love of fjeneral literatnro

and familiarity with authors doubtless commenced with liis

opp<n1unity to prowl over a collection of miscellaneous books,

absorbinji; their contents in the interval of liis active ilnties, iimX

layinfj; the foundation of that <'orrect expression and pure stylo

which distinffuished to the last his spoken and written thoughts.

Some of the elements of l>r. Ilniit's jieiiius were a life-long habit'

of attention, an accurate judgment to selectt out of the assorted

impressions rcfceived that which was valual)Ie or now, u phenom-

enal memory in retaining such concepts, and consistency in adopt-

ing them to regulate his conduct or modify his ideas. It is there-

fore not at all incredible that this exceedingly impressionablo

mind at its moat impressionaiile age may have assimilated

both the. tastes and the faculties which dinictod the course

of his after life during the short periods of those diverse

occupations. This is rendered the more probable from the

fact mentioned by Mr. Douglas, that on leaving these three

employments to assume the duties of clerk in u not too busy

country store, the future Cantab. Doctor kept a skeleton and cer-

tain home-made chemical apparatus under the counter for use in

the intervals atfordcd by ins commercial duties. He carried on

original research in this rural retreat even while mustering the rnd-

imcnts of chemistry. He visited the sixth annual meeting of

the Association of American Geologists and Naturalists lield in

the geological lecture room of Yale college from Wednesday,

April 30th, to Tuesday, May G, 1845, and was there elected a

member of that body. It is interesting to note that in his nine-

teenth year, at this, the first meeting he attended of the body


